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JIMMY EAT WORLD 


CHASE THIS LIGHT 
THE NEVV ALBUM 


pecrterrtmc 
“Big Casino” 
‘Let It Happen, 
“Always Be" 
~and 
“Carry-You- 


THE HIVES 
The Black and White Album 


Featuring “Tick Tick Boom” 


AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE 
NOVEMBER 13 


why 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCED BY BUTCH VIG Go to 
MIXED BY CHRIS LORD-ALGE www.thehivesbroadcastingservice.com 
for updates, downloads and more 


ON TOUR NOVY 
For the Hives “Tick Tick Boom” ringtone, 
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TE XT JIM TO 30303" 


AVAILABLE AT id. AVAILABLE AT "NOT RUMLABLE EON ALL CARRIERS. STANDARD TEXT 
amazoncom WV pila Ase voria.com om bass aa 
egeuee www. interscope.com amazon.com rN 
Amazon, Amazon.com and the Amazon.com 2007 Inter Ding Amazon.com and the Amazon.com ©2007 ABM Records. Ail rights reserved : octone 
logo aré registered trademarks of pubes — istered trademarks of 


logo aré registered br: 
Amazon.com, inc. or its affiliates * Not available at all carriers. Standard text messaging and air time rates apply Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. 










-NY TIMES 


| and the vn er “Got 2 Be Dowa" feat at F aith E ‘: ] , 


{Lancediall fra 


=< 


. 


For ringtones ~ 
->4 ad Mab Col 108 We come 0): 


robinthicke.com 
myspace.com/robinthicke 


vo AD 4 : THI 


The Evolution of Also available: 















Robin Thicke His critically acclaimed first album | ) $ Al 
i A Beautiful World A 





FECTHER COM 


BLE 
O7 


mpe 


pm | 


AVA 
10 


AVAILABLE AT 


Wittup 2007 Wind-up Records, LLC “Wind-up” reg. US. pat. & tm off, winduprecords.com 












a ee a eek 





Ls 





; oe 
i | 
. al i = 
F ; = 
i = 
il : 
, ‘ 
i / 
Ff y “ 
ra ‘ 
‘ iy 
ée i ! 
r 
qv - T 
ve . 
| a ' 
b 
' i 
a is ' re 7" ‘i ' { i 
cue ee aie ) ae 
Mee tet ea Flee. ‘+. f+, 
Hep Eat ey Wehbe bi —— ‘fs ts 
al - — - —— ~ 


eae eee eg oe 





*, 


‘ 
ay 


ap” 


a 


~The debut solo album from the voice of SYSTEM 
featuring “Empty Walls” and “The Unthinking Majority” 


poetry & artwork plus 4 bonus tracks & additional online content 


vi AVAIL ABLE NOW HOF [PIC CD + LIMITED EDITION featuring 48-page booklet with exclusive 


=  serjtankian.com serjicalstrike.com repriserecords.com 


imagine watching the NFL 
the way the NFL does 
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Samsung is the official HDTV of the NFL three years running and is now their #1 
HDTV pick for in-stadium coaches’ booths. And since all games are being broadcast | 
in HD, there’s no better time to get a Samsung HDTV. The NFL and Samsung. 
The decision is clear. For more information, visit samsung.com/nfl OFFICIAL HDTV OF THE NFL 
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01 2 
PLASTISCINES 
“LOSER? 


Four French beauties serve up a snarlingly catchy garage- 
rocker that is not a Beck cover. 


02 
BRITNEY SPEARS 
“GIMME MORE” 


JIVE 
Mama Spears does her 
part in bringing sexy 
back (although her 
VMAs gig didn’t help the 
cause), 


03 

DUDE ’N NEM 
“WATCH MY FEET” 
VT 


Never heard of the Chi- 

town-grown dance craze 
known as jukin’? School 
yourself. 





04 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
“RADIO NOWHERE” 
COLUMBIA 

Asbury Park's finest re- 
turns, shedding his most 
recent folkie skin for a 
triumphant, rumbling re- 
turn as ... Eddie Vedder?! 


05 
50 CENT FEAT. AKON 
“PLL STILL KILL” 
SHADY/AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE 
Yeah, he's a gajillionaire, 
| but—as 50 insists over 
these rippling synths—he 
| is still a very scary dude! 


06 

ROSCO P. COLDCHAIN 
“MY SCREWS LOOSE” 
STAR TRAK 

Yet another grimy-ass 
thug endorsed by the 
Neptunes, rapping over 
yet another stunningly 
strange beat. 


| 07 


THE SHINS 

“LITTLE BOXES” 

[ONLINE] 

The Portland, Oregon, 
_ indie-rock dons cover the 
_ Weeds theme song. Pass 
| the doob. James Mercer! 





08 

|| KANYE WEST FEAT. 
CHRIS MARTIN 

_ “HOMECOMING” 

ROC-A-FELLA/DEF JAM 
‘Ye pens a nostalgic 
love letter to his native 
Chicago. 


09 

BABYSHAMBLES 
“DELIVERY” 

ASTRALWERKS 

Over a Kinks-y guitar 
riff, the porkpie-hatted 
junkie issues a plea for 
salvation, possibly meant 
for Kate Moss. Or maybe 
he just wants more 
drugs. 


10 

WU-TANG CLAN 
“WATCH YOUR MOUTH” 
WU MUSIC/LOUD/SAC/UNIVERSAL 
Holy torture chamber! 
The Wu are back (less 
ODB, RB.I.P.), and they 
sound as raw as ever. 


II 

THE FIERY 
FURNACES 
“EX-GURU” 
THRILL JOCKEY 
Brooklyn's 
bro-sis oddballs 
return with 

this kiss-off featuring 
Bahamian seaplanes and 
a sacrifice to Zeus. We 
don't get it, either, but 
the song kinda rocks. 


I2 

THE WOMBATS 

“KILL THE DIRECTOR” 
l4TH FLOOR 

The U.K/s newest earls 
of hype crash America 
with a rant about Bridget 
Jones, rom-coms and 
how girls are hard to 
figure out. 


13 

NICOLE SCHERZINGER 
_ “SUPERVILLAIN” 

INTERSCOPE 

The Pussycat Doll hottie 
_ has a lust that only Lex 
| Luthor can satisfy. 








14 
JIMMY EAT WORLD 
“BIG CASINO” 


INTERSCOPE 
A salute to the ginormous 
new $2.4 billion Venetian 


| Resort in Macao? No! 


It's the rip-roaring new 
single from Arizona's 
emo torch-bearers. 


15 
ALICIA KEYS 
“NO ONE” 


J 

The R&B ivory-tickler 
belts out a surprisingly 
peppy ballad destined to 
light up countless late- 
night dedication lines. 


16 

T-PAIN 

“CALM THE FUCK 
DOWN” 

[ONLINE] 

His lady is throwing a fit, 


| but Mr. Pain responds 


with a simple, Vocodered 
directive. 


17 

KID SISTER | 
FEAT. KANYE | 
WEST 

“PRO NAILS” 


FOOL'S GOLD 
The world’s first- 
ever cuticle jam. 


18 
TREY SONGZ 
“CAN'T HELP BUT WAIT” 


ATLANTIC 


Moral: Mistreat your 
lady, and Trey Songz will 


jank her! 


IS 
INGRID MICHAELSON 
“DIE ALONE” 


[ONLINE] 

A Greys Anatomy- 
endorsed indie-pop 
balladeer finds love. 


20 
MAPEI 
“DATE RAPE” 


[ONLINE] 
Strange-ass electro-rap 
about slapping rappers. 
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Samsung is the official HDTV of the NFL three years running and is now their #1 
HDTV pick for in-stadium coaches’ booths. And since all games are being broadcast 
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rocker that is not a Beck cover. 
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Asbury Park's finest re- 
turns, shedding his most 
recent folkie skin for a 
triumphant, rumbling re- 
turn as ... Eddie Vedder?! 
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“ILL STILL KILL’ 
SHADY/AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE 
Yeah, he’s a gajillionaire, 
but—as 50 insists over 
these rippling synths—he 
is still a very scary dude! 
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STAR TRAK 


Yet another grimy-ass 


thug endorsed by the 
Neptunes, rapping over 
yet another stunningly 


| strange beat. 
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THE SHINS 

“LITTLE BOXES” 

[ONLINE] 

The Portland, Oregon, 
indie-rock dons cover the 
Weeds theme song. Pass 
the doob, James Mercer! 


08 

KANYE WEST FEAT. 
CHRIS MARTIN 
“HOMECOMING” 


ROG-A-FELLA/DEF JAM 

"Ye pens a nostalgic 
love letter to his native 
Chicago. 


09 | 
BABYSHAMBLES 
“DELIVERY” 

ASTRALWERKS 

Over a Kinks-y guitar 
riff, the porkpie-hatted 
junkie issues a plea for 
salvation, possibly meant 
for Kate Moss. Or maybe 
he just wants more 
drugs. 
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Holy torture chamber! 
The Wu are back (less 
ODB, B.I.P.), and they 
sound as raw as ever. 
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THE FIERY 
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“EX-GURU” 
THRILL JOCKEY 
Brooklyn's 
bro-sis oddballs 
return with 

this kiss-off featuring 
Bahamian seaplanes and 
a sacrifice to Zeus. We 
don’t get it, either, but 
the song kinda rocks. 
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THE WOMBATS 

“KILL THE DIRECTOR” 
|4TH FLOOR 

The U.K/s newest earls 
of hype crash America 
with a rant about Bridget 
Jones, rom-coms and 
how girls are hard to 


| figure out. 


13 

NICOLE SCHERZINGER 
“SUPERVILLAIN” 
INTERSCOPE 

The Pussycat Doll hottie 
has a lust that only Lex 
Luthor can satisfy. 





14 

JIMMY EAT WORLD 
“BIG CASINO” 

INTERSCOPE 

A salute to the ginormous 
new $2.4 billion Venetian 
Resort in Macao? No! 

It’s the rip-roaring new 
single from Arizona's 
emo torch-bearers. 


15 
ALICIA KEYS 
“NO ONE” 


J 

The R&B ivory-tickler 
belts out a surprisingly 
peppy ballad destined to 
light up countless late- 
night dedication lines. 


16 

T-PAIN: 

“CALM THE FUCK 
DOWN” 

[ONLINE] 

His lady is throwing a fit, 
but Mr. Pain responds 
with a simple, Vocodered 
directive. 
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KID SISTER 
FEAT. KANYE 
WEST 

“PRO NAILS" 


FOOL'S GOLD 
The world’s first- 
ever cuticle jam. 


18 

TREY SONGZ | 
“CAN'T HELP BUT WAIT” 
ATLANTIC 

Moral: Mistreat your 
lady, and Trey Songz will 
jank her! 


19 

INGRID MICHAELSON 
“DIE ALONE” 

[ONLINE] 

A Grey’s Anatomy- 
endorsed indie-pop 
balladeer finds love. 


20 
MAPEI 
“DATE RAPE” 


[ONLINE] 
Strange-ass electro-rap 
about slapping rappers. 


PLASTICINES: NICOLAS HIDIROGLOU; WEST: DENISE TAUSCELLO/WIREIMAGE; MARTIN: GEORGE PIMENTEL WIREIMAGE. 
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PLAY THESE] 


TONY HAWK’S 
PROVING GROUND 


ACTIVISION; 360, PSS 

The real Tony Hawk might be 
well past his prime, but his gam- 
ing franchise is forever young. 
Here, skaters can romp through 
real-life East Coast locales. 


THE ORANGE BOX 


VALVE; XBOX 360, P33, PC 

It’s like a trip to Costco for Half- 
Life fans: In one box, you get 

the original Half-Life 2, the new 
Episode 2, Team Fortress 2 and 
Portal, a puzzle game featuring a 
“portable hole.” Trippy ... 


a ee ea =—— 


Tony Hawk's 
Proving Ground: © a 
“Wheeee!” \:" a 


VAN HALEN 


No Hagar. No Cherone. And definitely no brown M&Ms. Dia- 
mond Dave and Sir Edward reunite and set out to devour the 
world’s groupies (in between devouring Metamucil) one arena 
at a time. Catch them 10/20 in Detroit and 11/20 in Los Ange- 
les—with numerous stops in between. 


CAT POWER 


Chan Marshall hauls her haunting 


voice on the road for what 


has grown to a full-tilt indie-blooz machine. She hits Savannah, 
Georgia, on 10/19, Miami on 10/22 and Austin, Texas, on 11/4. 


Cat Power: 
“How's everybody 
feline tonight?” 








ALTEC LANSING 


INSTANT 


COOL 


JUST ADD MUSIC. 


Blender and Altec Lansing 
have assembled a list of 
the coolest music 

alo) 7g) (oy-(ehqe) a4 0] 0 
straight from THE 
BLENDER BIBLE—and are 
offering you the chance 

to put ‘em on your playlist, 


FREE! 


Log on to 
www.orbit-mp3.com/blender 
to check out the awesome 
must-have download list. 
And enter to win a $250 
music download gift card, 


courtesy of ALTEC LANSING. 


SERVE CHILLED OR 
ON THE ROCKS. 





Orbit-MP3 





‘Offer expires December 31, 2007 


GETTY IMAGES. 








WATCH THESE 


MOVIE DVD 


I’M NOT THERE RESPECT YOURSELF: THE 
It takes six different actors STAX RECORDS STORY 
of two different genders and | Packed with vein-bulging 





races to encompass Bob funk workouts from the likes 
Dylan's career in the most of Otis Redding and Sam 
surreal biopic ever shot. The | & Dave, this two-hour doc 
Wild West passages overdose | chronicles Memphis’s leg- 
on mythos, but the screen endary Stax imprint, home to 
ripples with every shot of some of the greatest grooves 
Cate Blanchett, who plays the universe has ever known. 
Dylan as an itchy, evasive 
androgyne with fantastic 
bedhead. 0 NLINE 
HARPTALLICA 
TV Two goth chicks and their 
THE NEXT enormous 
arps take on 

GREAT } Metalllica’s “The 

| | Unforgiven, 
BAND i turning it into 
Johnny Rzeznik, | a macabre 
Sheila E. and medieval dirge. 
some Australian Bonus: Unlike : 
dude judge this Metallica,these | 
battle-of-the- girls are still 
bands series from rocking the long “Now where 
the folks behind hair. Search: c oe 
American Idol. “Harptallica” — 


VANESSA CARLTON Sees sey Bub Wesel BT EE ES) BEES: u , 
HEROES & THIEVES 5 (ae A «S| VAMPIRE 
THE INC./UNIVERSAL MOTOWN BEPERES EU APES EEE WE WEEKEND 
The piano princess is | 4 inl ae (eee ieee,«©SC MANSARD ROOF 
single—and lovin’ it! ) Bee diimlell tieetat| (idaebill Men; ie 

“cl kc Td Gi Keaeeea 4 .« COllege boys make 
2 7 ) itt iiiaii@eee good on this peppy, 
PUBLIC ENEMY | Dobe Beteo rH beLE GH] BSEELPE] BREE Ss preppy Atropop- 
HOW DO YOU SELL SOUL area pT aT TTD ul tinged EP. 
TO A SOULLESS PEOPLE (ee Sa BREE i | EEE 
WHO SOLD THEIR SOUL? 


SLAMJAMZ ngeees “| Rie i | aE 
j P ld aaj) ‘| 
Their best album in years. — _ TEN 


3 
BAND OF HORSES 
CEASE TO BEGIN 


SUB POP 

These Seattle indie- 
twangstas make heartbreak 
sound gorgeous. 


4 
PYLON | 
GYRATE PLUS 


OFA 

An ‘80s postpunk touch- 
stone, on CD for the first 
time. 





Orbit-MP3 


The Orbit-MP3 ultra-portable speaker delivers big 
sound with amazing clarity & depth. It's the ideal way 
to share your iPod or MP3 player tunes anytime, any- 
where in full, 360-degree sound. With its long battery 
life, the music keeps playing long into the night. 






Visit www.alteclansing.com for more information. 
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ALTEC LANSING 


iPod not included. © 2007 Altec Lansing, a division of Plantronics. All rights reserved, 
iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc. registered in the US and other countries. 
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FEATURES 
NICOLE SCHERZINGER 


From her humble reality-show 

start to fronting pop-tart sextet the 
Pussycat Dolls, this aspiring A-lister 
has spent nearly half her life clawing 
her way to the top. Now she’s solo 
and ready to shine—sexily! 


THE 40 WORST LYRICISTS 
IN ROCK 

They ve penned songs about 
“intercourse with a porpoise” and 
“the rhetorical speeches of the 
Soviets.” Meet rock’s most awful 
wordsmiths. Warning: Reading this 
article will induce severe groaning. 


JUSTICE 

The fashionably sleazy French 

DJ duo has made fans of Justin 
Timberlake, Kanye West and indie- 
rock bloggers everywhere. The pair’s 
lofty ambition? “For the girls in the 
strip clubs to be dancing to Justice all 
night long.” 


$848 WITH MOTION CITY 
SOUNDTRACK 


The Minneapolis emo fivesome 
spends Blender’s money on some 
desperately needed dance lessons. 
Awkwardness and bodily injury ensue. 


DO THE SPONGEBOB! 


Kick your legs! Now pretend youre 
flying! A step-by-step guide to the 
top hip-hop dances of 2007. 


GAMING + MUSIC 2007 
Our second-annual special dedicated 
to the holy union of video games and 
rock & roll 


GAME ON! 
In music's biggest showdown since 
Kanye faced off against 50 Cent, 


Guitar Hero IIT and Rock Band will 
2o head-to-head this holiday season. 
Regardless of which title triumphs, 
faux rockers have never had it so 
good. 


HOLIDAY 2007 PREVIEW 


The games that will have you 
neglecting your friends, family and 
hygiene this winter 


»- | Annoy your boss: Watch music videos at Blender.com 


Photograph by MARTIN SCHOELLER 
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BLENDER BIBLE 
LETTERS 


BURNER 
Pete Doherty gets his cat high? 


Plus, Amy Winehouse gets scrappy. 


TOP 33 CHART 


COLLECT CALL FROM... FOO 
FIGHTERS 


168 hours with Dave Grohl and Co. 


DEAR SUPERSTAR: KID ROCK 


The Rock N Roll Jesus reveals his 
true passion: antiquing. 


USEFUL TIPS: LIL MAMA 
First-car shopping with the “Lip 
Gloss” MC 


THE GREATEST SONGS EVER: 
“DON’T STOP BELIEVIN” 
How two young lovers helped 
Journey fill stadiums. 


ASK BLENDER 


Paula Abdul and Michael Bolton: 
Their stormy past revealed! 


WHO DOES CHAMILLIONAIRE 
THINK HE IS? 

He doesn't drink, do drugs or 
curse. But he does think about 
money. Constantly. 


18 Blender.com 





164 


THE GUIDE 


NEW RELEASES 

Bruce Springsteen, Kid Rock, 
Avenged Sevenfold, Vanessa 
Carlton and more 


REISSUES 

The Heavy Metal Box set, Mick 
Jagger, Jimmy Eat World and 
more 


BACK CATALOGUE: THE 
ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND 


The original Southern-rock band 
has weathered horrific tragedies, 
intra-group conflicts and drugs. 
Plus, they've recorded some 
albums, all reviewed here. 


LIVE 


Nickelback and Screamfest ‘07 


No Country for Old Men, 
American Gangster, Kurt Cobain 
About a Son and more 


ON THE COVER 

NICOLE SCHERZINGER 
PHOTOGRAPH BY 

MARTIN SCHOELLER 


Styling: Lysa Cooper for 


Art Department. Hair: 
Frankie Payne for Lux. 
Makeup: Miriam Azoulay for 
Margaret Maldonado. 
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ARTIST INDEX 


Where to find your favorite performers in 
this month's Blender 


ALLMAN BROTHERS, THE 


BABY 
(ENCOURAGES HIS KIDS TO MAKE IT RAIN) 


BLIGE, MARY J. 
CHAMILLIONAIRE 
FEDERLINE, KEVIN 
FOO FIGHTERS 
JOURNEY 








JUSTICE 





KID ROCK 
(AND HIS BEST FRIEND, SCOTT STAPP) 


LIL MAMA 

MEAT LOAF | 

MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK 
NUGENT, TED 
SPEARS, BRITNEY 
SPRINGSTEEN, BRUCE 
THEM CONCRETE BOYZ 
WAY, GERARD 


WU-TANG CLAN 
(GEEK IT UP WITH 000-WEEE) 














JAGGER: TERRY O'NEILL/GETTY IMAGES; LIL MAMA: MATTHIAS CLAMER. PAVAROTTI (SPINE PHOTO): DANIELE VENTURELLI/WIREIMAGE 


MUSIC PHONES HAVE MORE MOVES 
ON AMERICA’S MOST RELIABLE 
WIRELESS NETWORK. 
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ToldcerelUCallate Maat l0l cuolmey-labieiilep 
Exclusively from Verizon Wireless. 
An ultra-sleek MP3 player that flips into a phone. 


Do the Juke. 


verizonwireless.com/julce Nore a . 
Pre-order online now. In stores soon. exclusively from verion Wi reless 





POWER, PRECISION 
AND STYLE. 
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Tech Gear pushes forward in 
technology, endurance and style. 
Full-featured, Full-powered., 

The perfect balance of precision 
timekeeping and rugged 
sophistication. 


PULSAR 


Where substance meets style 


PulsarWatches.com 


By Seiko Watch Corporation 


Available at Gottschalk's 
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LEGENDS FROCK \| RITUAL SHREDDIN’ WITH This is the third game in the Guitar Hero 
series; what makes this one so great? 


I think GH III is the best video game 
ever made, it’s the most fun. It actually im- 
proves your timing, and you get to play with 
some of the greatest guitar players of all 


time, which rocks! There will be a lot more 
Who settles for the totally outdated guitar players out there in a few years, I can 


7 
‘ 
) 

- 


é 
‘ 





air-guitar solo anymore? With the release _ tell you that. 


of Guitar Hero’ III: Legends of Rock from 


ae : ; How have you been influenced by artists 

Activision, interactive gaming has : f 
on the game's soundtrack? And by whom? 

changed forever. We sat down with I've always tried to play Weezer songs, 


QUINN ALLMAN from THE USED to talk ever since I first started learning. “Raining 
about his favorite new game. Blood” by Slayer will be fun too. 





So if you had the chance to play with them 





Which guitar riffs do you wish you live, how do you think that would unfold? 
had written? It would be fun—we'd take the stage and 
Growing up, I listened to a play two or three songs, get into it. I’d have 
lot of classic rock. So many of the songs [of to try not to cry while I was up on stage. But 
that era] are unbelievable. More recently having Guitar Hero™ III: (Legends of Rock) 
though, Rivers Cuomo from Weezer is an is pretty much the next best thing. Though I 
amazing songwriter. He’s one of my favorite haven't cried. Yet. 


guitar players of all time and has written 










some really great, meaningful songs. 


Do you play any games on the tour bus, 
and is Guitar Hero one of them? 
Yeah, I’ve been playing Guitar Hero™ III 
Crank up the volume and prepare to rock (Legends of Rock) every night on tour! 
around the globe with Guitar Hero™ Ill: 
























Legends of Rock. Battle against some of the 
greatest legends to ever shred on a guitar 
and become one yourself! Take your skills 
online against other Guitar Hero players 
from around the world. Strap on your Guitar 
Hero™ WIRELESS Gibson Les Paul or 
Kramer® Striker Guitar Controller, power on, 
and CRANK IT UP! Guitar Hero Ill: Legends 
of Rock features over 70 of the biggest and 
loudest songs ever compiled in a game! For 
those about to rock...unleash your inner 
Rock Legend on October 28, 2007! 


Available on Xbox 360°, Wii™, 
PLAYSTATION™ 3 System, PlayStation®2 System 


So now that we have your attention, how about getting up close and personal with your own 
GUITAR HERO? ACTIVISION is offering one lucky winner and a guest the chance to not 
only sit front row at a show on THE USED’s tour, but will also let the winner backstage to try out 
GUITAR HERO™ Ill: Legends of Rock in the greenroom—and go head to head with the band 
WIN A FACE-OFF WITH A ROCK LEGEND to see who is the real hero! Log on to blenderpromo.com/guitarhero to register to win. 
“Activision, Red Octane and Sony Computer Entertainment America take no responsibility for this offer. 


Please visit www.blenderpromo.com/legendsofrock to see the complete set of official rules. No purchase necessary. Open to US residents 21 years 
and over. Void where prohibited. Sweepstakes begins at 12:01 AM ET on 10/16/2007 and ends at 11:59 PM ET on 11/19/2007 





@ XBOX 360." NEVERSOET Gibsot ane 


Guitar Hero™ Ill; Legends of Rock © 2007 Activision Publishing, Inc. Guitar Hero is a trademark and Activision and RedOctane are registered trademarks of Activision Publishing, Inc. Covered by one or more of the following patents: U.S, Patent 
Nos. 5,739,457, 6,018,121, 6,225,547, 6,347,998, 6,369,313, 390,923, 6,425,822, 6,645,067 and 6,835,887. patents pending. The Guitar Hero™ controller shapes are trademarks of Gibson Guitar Corp. All Gibson marks, logos, trade dress, 
guitar models, controller shapes and related rights provided pursuant to exclusive license from Gibson Guitar Corp. Microsoft, Xbox, Xbox 360, saat LIVE, and the Xbox logos are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. Nintendo, Wii 
and the Official Seal are trademarks of Nintendo. © 2006 Nintendo."Pla Spreentl “PLAYSTATION", and “PS” Fami es oO are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment inc. The ratin . con “4 ay i istered trademark of the Entertain- 
ment Software Association. All other trademarks and trade names are t ropert ies of their fos ective owners. All rights reserved. ACTIVISION AUTHORIZES USE OF THIS GUITAR HERO™ ME O COMBINATION WITH GUITAR 
HERO™ GUITARS PROVIDED BY ACTIVISION OR STANDARD GAME. ONTROLLERS PROVIDED WITH THE G ME CONSOLE. ACTIVISION ALSO AUTHORIZES USE OF THE GUITAR senom™ CONTROLLER ONLY WITH A GUITAR 
HERO™ GAME PRODUCT OR OTHER ACTIVISION BRANDED PRODUCT. ANY OTHER USE IS EXPRESSLY PROHIBITED. NO OTHER LICENSE, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, IS GRANTED. 


YOU'VE GOT 


MAIL 


BECAUSE SHARING IS CARING... 





Go West, Young Man 

I'm a white-boy alt-rock fan who'd never 
bought a hip-hop album that wasn’t by the 
Beastie Boys. But after reading your excellent 
cover story on Kanye West (“Way Out West,” 
October), I was intrigued. A rapper who likes 
the same artists—the Killers, Modest Mouse, 
Thom Yorke, Daft Punk—that I do? So I 
picked up Graduation. Now I can’t stop lis- 
tening to it. I think I'm going to look into this 
“50 Cent” fellow next. 

Mike Deal, San Pedro, CA 


No Specs Appeal 

As a public service to the music-loving com- 
munity, your reporter should have informed 
Kanye West just how utterly ridiculous those 
white Venetian-blind glasses he’s taken to 
wearing look. Plus, whenever Kanye has 
those things on, I bet he’s constantly bump- 
ing into shit. 


Dazzled1999, Poughkeepsie, NY 


will.i.am Shakespeare? 

Tcouldn’t help but notice that will.i.am’s self- 
portrait looked a lot like Shakespeare (“Who 
Does will.i.am Think He Is?” October). Is the 
man who wrote “My Humps” actually trying 
to compare himself to the author of Hamlet? 
That takes some balls! 

Cloverfield0s, Cambridge, MA 


Frankly, we'd rather listen to three straight hours 






Pack |8-disc set. 


| NOTORIOUS B.I.G. 
THE POP STAR 


ee ee eee 
| IF POP STARS WERE DOGS... 


Send us a photo and tell us which music celebrity your pooch 
resembles. If we print it, you'll win the Family Guy Freakin’ Party 


Kanye West: “I 
haven't seen this 

| many white lines 

| since Kate Moss's 
birthday party.” 





of “Don't Phunk With My Heart” than sit through 
that stinker The Two Gentlemen of Verona 
again—“comedy” our ass! 


Arbor Daze 

As someone who once lived in a tree, I can 
tell you, it ain't as fun as KT Tunstall makes it 
out to be (“Useful Tips From the Stars,’ Octo- 
ber). During my idealistic college days, I lived 


22 “Let me put on my sunglasses here/So Lean see what I'm doing.” 


in a giant redwood in an attempt to protect 
it from the evil lumber company. That last- 
ed for two days, until gale-force winds nearly 
killed me. Sad to say, the tree ended up getting 
chopped down anyway. 

Nick T., Portland, ME 


Stag Party! 

I have a bit of a weird fetish: I get turned on 
by women who wear antlers. So naturally, I 
was smitten when I saw your photo of singer- 
songwriter Bat for Lashes (“Almost Famous,’ 
October) with those majestic gold antlers. Do 
you have any outtakes from the shoot that you 
can send me? 

CC, Bridgeport, CT 

No, but we have an old Christmas card with a 


picture of our Aunt Fran’s basset hound dressed 
as a reindeer. It’s yours for the taking. 


Yes Man 

The upside-down lyric on the last page of 
your September issue (“Mountains come out 
of the sky/And they stand there”) is from the 
overplayed-but-awesome Yes classic “Round- 
about.” A Yes lyric and a blurb on the band’s 
singer Jon Anderson (“News Roundup”) in 
the same issue? Are you guys going all prog on 
us? I sure hope so. 

Peter Campbell, Belleoue, NE 

What? Sorry, we couldn't focus on your letter— 
we were too busy playing air-keybs to Emerson, 
Lake & Palmer's King Biscuit Flower Hour set. >> 
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LETTERS 





Plain Wrong T's 


Plain White T’s frontman Tom Higgenson may be 
able to write a great love song, but the man has a 
lot to learn in the ways of romance (“Big Screens 
Poppin, October). Telling your current girlfriend 
that she looks like the woman you wrote your big 
hit (“Hey There Delilah”) about? Rookie mistake! | 
bet Higgenson didn’t get any for a couple of weeks 
after making that comment. 

Kevin Henderson, Charlotte, NC 


Blunt Responses 


I used to despise James Blunt (“Dear Superstar,” 
October), thinking there must be a special place 
in hell for the person responsible for the treacly 
“You re Beautiful.” But after seeing how he handled 
your sometimes nasty reader questions (“Have you 
always sounded like a girl when you sing?”) with 
aplomb, I now have more respect for the man. 
Maybe there's a special place in purgatory for him 
instead? 

frankie_say_relaax, Northville, MI 


Stall Tactics 

That “Dear Superstar” photo you ran of James 
Blunt hanging out in a bathroom stall takes on a 
new level of creepiness in light of the troubles that 
have beset pervy Senator Larry Craig. Though, I 
must admit, I'd rather James Blunt play footsies 
with me under a bathroom-stall door than some 
withered old lawmaker. 


Gennifer G., Levittown, PA 


Camp Value 

Great story on American Idol Summer Camp (“So 
You Think You Can Sing?” October). It’s alarm- 
ing that the /do/ folks have made summer camp 
into just another business, all about brand exten- 
sion and corporate sponsorship. The fact that the 
kids did a daily “Pop-Tarts Crazy-Good Morning 
Stretch” seemed particularly egregious. In my day, 
we ate mystery meat and drank generic bug juice— 
and we liked it, dammit! 

Pentagrams99, Tucson, AZ 

Thanks for your letter! This response brought to you 
by GE; “Imagination at Work.” 


Party on, Lindsay! 

According to your special edition of “When Will 
Your Favorite Pop Star Croak?” (Burner, Octo- 
ber), the 21-year-old Lindsay Lohan will be dead 
by the time she reaches 24. Give me a break! I've 
been partying twice as hard as Lindsay ever since 
I turned 13—and I just reached the ripe old age of 
50. My liver’s damaged beyond repair and all my 
friends are dope fiends, but I’m still rocking out! 
Don't listen to the naysayers, Lindsay! 

Dave B., Toledo, Of 


You, sir, are an inspiration to partiers everywhere. 
Would you consider adopting us? 


You Shook Me All Night ... Wrong 

In your September “Greatest Songs Ever” arti- 
cle on AC/DC's “You Shook Me All Night Long,” 
you say that the band’s “outrageously erotic vid- 
eo brimming with leather-clad, be-zippered love- 
lies” gave the band their first American hit and 
propelled Back in Black to multi-platinum sta- 
tus. The video you speak of was actually made 
when the song was included on their album Who 
Made Who, the 1986 soundtrack for the Stephen 
King movie Maximum Overdrive. The song >> 


SUPERFAN 


BRINGING OUT THE STALKER IN YOU SINCE 2001 


f 
| 


Stoney 
i 


Mi 


URA TISHER AND KID ROCK 


QOS “She's joining a fan club with her friends/ Filling a bathtub with T-shirts and 8 by 10s. 


r | 


Have a shot of yourself invading 
a pop star's personal space? 
Send it our way; if we print it, 
you'll win a Coby Clip MP3 
player. 


SEND ENTRIES TO: 

superfan @blender.com, 

or Superfan at Blender, 

104.0 Sixth Avenue, 15th Floor, 
New York, NY 10018. 
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he Be) own 


WHEN THE ENTIRE WORLD IS COUNTING ON YOU, IT’S BEST TO COME PREPARED. 


From fighting terrorism to tsunami relief efforts hum 
te 


prepared to take on the challenges of the world-than the U 
can help make a difference in our world, visit na om 


© 2007. Paid for by the U.S. Navy. All rights reserved, 





PRESENTS 


KATY PERRY and 





THE GARNIER FRUCTIS 
STYLING STATION 











Ses ‘ — | 
Laas 8 | 4 The entertainment for the evening wasn't just on stage 
Sh Os — performing — It was also offstage, where the Garnier 
2 AOE. Pe a“ : 
He + ~— = a | 11 , . ia " : 
teres oN ' Fructis Style Stations helped concert goers Rock their 
Ve ib a fe 
i he Styles with complete hair style makeovers. The Garnier 
+ Bowes Fructis Stylists worked with each excited fan to create 
i =F piecey, playful styles with the new Fructis Play Style 
pes mat IS texturizing collection and also focused on Bold, 
av : :; 4 
osiii Beis : - long-lasting looks with the new Fructis Bold It! 
ee Playsi ic — 
i ° e products! Katy Perry, one of the evening's main 


attractions, got a piecey, layered look with the help of 
| | the Fructis experts and the Play Style products! 
Katy Perry: Gettin’ her style on with Garnier Fructis 






IRSTYLE FOR 


CNT GET ENOUGH? CHECK OUT WWW.MYSPACE.COM/KATYPERRY 
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HE STARTING LINE 


ENNY VASOLI OF THE STARTING LINE GOES BOLD! 


FRUcTIS 
ST WE 


BOLD I ° 


a ILE 


BOLO It 


AND WW pe aale com FOR MORE 
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Here's your chance to see a band 

break big. Watch Virgin Records act, 
The Starting Line, rock their single, 
“Island,” from their latest album, 
Direction, performed in front of a live 
audience at the legendary Troubadour in 
West Hollywood, CA. Check out 
exclusive video of the band taken in the 


green room before the show at: 


WWW.GARNIER.COM/ROCKYOURSTYLE. 


So go online to catch this exclusive 
performance by The Starting Line, 
culminating Garnier Fructis’ Rock Your 
Style series which featured performances 


by the hottest emerging artists on the rise. 


Hundreds of happily styled guests hangin’ 
at The Troubadour 


Garnier Fructis Rock Your Style brings you a 
unique and exciting music experience, intro- 
ducing you to up-and-coming acts - so you 


can be the first to hear the hottest new music! 








was a hit—and Back in Black was multi- 
platinum—well before that video was made. 
Also, couldn't you find a picture of the band 
that included members who actually record- 
ed the song? Drummer Phil Rudd is missing. 
You show his replacement, Simon Wright. 
Nice to see the song honored, though. 

Tim Vogel, Onalaska, WI 


Family Matters 

I thought my family was royally screwed up 
until I read your article on rock & roll clans 
(“Rock's Greatest Dynasty,’ October). The 
fact that Beach Boy Brian Wilson's dad made 
him take a crap on a newspaper in front of his 
family as a form of punishment makes me feel 
lame for complaining about the run-of-the- 
mill psychological torture that my folks put 
me through. 

Thrasher0525, Mesa, AZ 


HIM for Her 


As a huge HIM fan (I have the heartagram 
tattoo and everything), I was excited to read 
that frontman Ville Valo is considering a 
line of HIM dildos (“There's No Depth in 
Happiness,’ October). Do you know wheth- 
er they would be modeled after the band’s 
actual members? If so, I want to place my 
order for the one based on guitarist Mikko 
Lindstr6m’s unit. That dude is so hot—he’s 
just gotta be packin’! 

Sheila N., Lincoln, NE 


Another Penis Letter 

That's quite a photo you ran of Chris Daugh- 
try (“Collect Call From ... Daughtry,” Octo- 
ber) wielding a machine gun as if it were his 
phallus. I can only conclude that the man is 
compensating for a shortcoming in his trou- 
sers—or perhaps in the talent department. 
Brad R., Colorado Springs, CO 

As Freud once said, sometimes an incredibly 


large and powerful machine gun is just an 
incredibly large and powerful machine gun. 


BLENDER’S BURNING QUESTION 


HIM's Ville 
Valo gets a lot 
of tail. 


Hit Me Zombie One More Time 

You predict that Britney Spears will die by the 
time she reaches the age of 34 (“When Will 
Your Favorite Pop Star Croak?” Burner, Oc- 
tober). But based on her completely lifeless 
Video Music Awards performance, it would 
seem that she is already dead. 


ugly_rumors777, Chicago 


What's inside Amy Winehouse’s beehive hairdo? 


68% 


HER DRUG STASH 


20% 


FOAM FINGER 


4% 


ACTUAL BEEHIVE 


“BESIDES THE DRUGS, 
SHE’S GOT A FIFTH OF 
JACK DANIEL’S UP THERE!” 


Joseph Nelsan, Cleveland 


Log on to Blender.com for the 
next Burning Question. One 
deserving reader will have his/ 
her thought- 
provoking 

comment v 
published in \ 
the magazine 

and win ° 
a Hercules 

Mobile DJ. 
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Been Caught (Encouraging) Stealing 

In your September issue’s “Hot Report,” No. 
71 is (the now defunct) Myspacemp3.org. 
Why would you give readers a link that lets 
them steal music from artists? As the man- 
ager of an independent record label—and a 
struggling artist myself—I think you guys 
should try to be a bit more responsible. 


Peter Stefanovich, Wilmington, NC 


Beauty and the Geek 

Asa major nerd, I was excited to see that Van- 
essa Carlton (“I'm Not a Girl Anymore,” Oc- 
tober) is into Anne Rice and J.R.R. Tolkien. 
But my crush on her was extinguished right 
away when she revealed that she didn’t like 
Star Trek or know the proper name for a light 
saber! Too bad it could never work out be- 
tween us, because she is really sexy. 
emperor_palatinoO7, Chester, NF 

Yes, too bad. We're sure what Vanessa's lack- 


ing in life is a man who knows all the lyrics to the 
“Ewok Celebration” song. 


LISTEN UP 


slender readers: We want to hear from you! 
So write in and tell us how you really feel. 


Send all correspondence to: 
your2cents@blender.com, or Blender, 
104-0 Sixth Avenue, 15th Floor, New York, 
NY 10018, 
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*Performance/ Value in the annual /nside Track Dealer Survey 


‘| was awed ... absolutely superb ... a masterpiece of modern-day speaker design ... 
BIG, BOLD, VIBRANT SOUND ... a bargain-hunting audiophile’s dream.” 


“Paradigm has built its decades-old reputation on delivering sound that many manufacturers 
can't match even at multiples of the price,” says GoodSound! The Monitor Series is a perfect 
example — the high efficiency and power handling of these speakers mean they compete 
directly with the output of major brands of horn speakers. Monitor Series speakers not only 
play as loud, their sound is authentically high-end. It's a difference you can hear! 


And compared with all other major speaker brands, when it comes to playing loud and 
playing clean, Paradigm® Monitor Series speakers blow the competition away! 


Monitor 11 (shown) available in Rosenut, Cherry and Black Ash. 
Visit Www.paradigm.com to learn more. 


Quotes by Doug Schneider, GoodSound! in his review of the Atom Monitor 
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THE ULTIMATE IN SOUND FOR MUSIK AND HOWE THEATER 





WINEHOUSE BRAWLS * PETE WENTZLIVES * GERARD WAY WEDS 
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BREAKING NEWS AND JUICY RUMORS 


Doherty and 


i his kittens in 
happier days. 
, a 


Brit star shares his crack with kitty cat 


Babyshambles frontman Pete Doherty is once again in trouble 
for drugs—only this time, it’s for feeding them to his pet kitten, 

In August, the pharmaceutical-loving rocker’s 4-m6nth-old 
feline was rushed to a veterinarian after allegedly ingesting part 
of Doherty’s crack stash. In addition, friends told U.K. tabloid 
The Sun that Doherty has been forcing the cat to smoke the drug 
with a special kitty-size pipe he built from a miniature liquor 
bottle. “Pete thinks it’s hilarious,” said one pal. “But the kitten is 
starting to get withdrawal symptoms. It lost some of its balanee 
and... thinks it can fly.” 

According to Dr. Steven Hansen, a board-certified veteri- 
nary toxicologist with the ASPCA, the “intentional administra- 
tion of crack cocaine to a cat is cruel and grossly inappropriate” 
and “could yield seizures, tremors, depression, aggression and 
death.” “I personally equate such actions to giving cocaine to a 
3-year-old child,’ he tells Blender. Doherty—in rehab before his 
sentencing in October on charges of possessing crack, heroin, 
ketamine and marijuana—was unavailable for comment. 

Noel Bocdeliv 
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WARNER BROS. RECORDS PRESENTS « A PENN/BRIGHT ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTION 


RUNNIN’ DOWN A DREAM 


AP ik MM By PB TE Re BOS DANO PCH 


FAN i al=) a (ot: own 4a 0 (23>) a coled @t-) elem ce)im cy-]ilem 
Their story in all its madness and glory. 
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TOM PETTY 


AND THE HEARTBREAKERS 


THIS DELUXE 4-DISC PACKAGE INCLUDES 2-DVD, four-hour Director’s cut of Runnin’ Down A Dream, 


and 1 DVD of the historic 30th Anniversary Concert in Heartbreaker hometown, Gainesville, Florida. PLUS a 


bonus soundtrack CD featuring rare and unreleased tracks, collectible lobby cards, and full-color booklet 


ERMAN E AS eeu Py eal isi S T BUry, 


7? Best Buy. All Rights Reserved, BEST BUY, the BEST BUY logo and the tag design are trademarks of Best Buy Enterprise Services, Inc BestBuy.com*® 
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NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


Mick Quinn of 
the British band 
broke 
his back ina 
strange sleep- 
walking mishap 
in the South of 
France. The bass 
player walked 
out of the first- 
floor window of 
a French villa. 
Surgeons repaired 
two broken 
vertebrae anda 
smashed heel. 


GUZZLY! 5, 


goes 
on an anti-sobriety 
campaign in Vegas 





Glam-rock icon 


became sexually 
active at the age 
of 9, according to 


Singing thespian Jamie Foxx helped a new documen- 
several lucky ladies reach their intoxica- tary about the 


: late T. Rex si 
tion goals at a post-VMAs party held at Tales od Belarts 


TAO Nightclub in the Venetian Resort personal life are 
Hotel Casino. revealed, includ- 
ing his relation- 
ship with manager 
Simon Napier- 
Bell, with whom 
he had sex hours 
after their first 
meeting. “It wasn't 
an affair,” Napier- 
Bell explained. 
“Just a good ‘60s 
shag.” 





Throughout the night, thirsty 
women lined up to slurp free champagne 
and multicolored liquor as the Academy 
Award winner expertly aimed bottles at 
their gaping mouths. 





* > ME BP 


i 


“PEOPLE 
NEED TO 
GOTO 
THIRD- 
WORLD _ 
COUNTRIES 
AND SIT 





As Foxx commandeered feeding- WITH 
alcohol-to-females duty, party hosts FS 
Jermaine Dupri, Nelly and Travis Barker CHILDREN. 


entertained a guest list that included 
Janet Jackson, T.l. and Quincy Jones. 





Hopefully 

the couple's 
bridal registry 
included a 
matching arm- 
sleeve tattoo. 


MCR’s marries girlfriend backstage 


Sorry, goth girls: Gerard Way has bid goodbye to his bachelor days. 
On September 3, the “Famous Last Words” singer married long- 
time squeeze Lyn-Z, bassist for Mindless Self Indulgence, the 
misfit punk band sharing the bill with My Chemical Romance 
on Linkin Park’s Projekt Revolution Tour. 

After their respective performances at the Coors Amphitheatre 
in Denver, the couple exchanged vows at an informal backstage 
ceremony, presided over by a staffer for concert promoter Live 
Nation who is also an ordained minister. The blushing bride wore 
a black-and-white baseball T-shirt, while the groom wore a denim 
jacket over a white T-shirt and jeans. 

These weren't the band’s first post-gig nuptials. On March 8, 
Gerard’s brother, bassist Mikey Way, married Alicia Simmons 
backstage at the Orleans Arena in Las Vegas. Jon Coplon 


| DEVILISH 


Man persuades Sweden he 
was mental for metal 


Roger Tullgren, 42, a Swedish 
restaurant dishwasher, has con- 
vinced local officials that his 

love of heavy metal has impaired 
his ability to work. His addiction 
to attending gigs and wearing 
nonconformist attire has created 
various employment problems, 
and he now receives state income 
supplements. “| signed a form say- 
ing, ‘Roger feels compelled to show 
his heavy-metal style ... therefore 
he needs financial help,” Tullgren 
said. He's also allowed to listen to 
the devil's music on the job: “But 
not too loud.” Russ Heller 
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“Take my hand and let me lead the way/All through vour life/P be by vour side/Till death do us part/ PT be vour friend /My love will never end. i 


BURNER 


*"This'll teach 
you to make 
fun of my 
band.” 





Birthdate 


| Current age 


| Death calculator starts at age 


CATEGORY YEARS ADDED/SUBTRACTED 





White male (-2) raised in Illinois (-1) -3 


Delinquent child: Stole a guitar at |4; 
frequent truant; parents sent him to 
“eight-week tough-love boot camp” -| 


Poor exercise: Days spent riding in bus, 
nights playing board games -2 


Stress: Work overload has led to anxiety 
meds and a weeklong I hospital stay -| 


Public humbling: Penis pix on Internet  -! 


Media fishbowl: Fanapaed hound Wentz 
and girlfriend Ashlee Simpson -2 


Insomnia: Ctironie lack of sleep inspired his 
book The Boy With the Thorn in His Side -| 


Neurobic: Songwriter, author, entrepre- 
neur, bar owner, clothing model +2 


Hepatitis risk: Tattoos all over body -2 





Sexual-identity issues: lrons hair; wears 
guyliner (“I'm pretty much half-gay") -2 


Supportive parents: Bumper sticker on 
family car said MY KID COULD BEAT THE SHIT 
OUT OF YOUR HONOR STUDENT +| 


Questionable hygiene: “Never eat good 
food ever” (-3), suffers from “health issue” 
(-2), van tours are “dirty” (-2) -7 








Workaholic: “290 shows per year" -4 


Neurosis: “| have a negative outlook on 
everything; | tend to be overly bitter" -2 


Estimated life expectancy 


Projected year of death 


Gerontologist Dr. David J. Demko: “Pete needs 
daily aerobic exercise for his overall physical 
and mental health. Also, he needs to make 
taking showers an everyday priority.” 








NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


Rock stars are 
more likely to die 
at an early age 
than the rest of 
society, according 
to researchers at 
a British univer- 
sity. Sampling 
over 1,000 artists 
ranging from 


to Emil i, the 
study concluded 
rock and pop stars 
are at a dispro- 
portionate risk of 
alcohol- and drug- 
related deaths. 
Musicians were 
most at risk in the 
first five years 
after achieving 
fame, with death 
rates more than 
three times higher 
than normal. 


In the tradition of 
distressed denim 
come distressed 
guitars: brand- 
new instruments 
made to appear 
ravaged by years 
of rocking out. 
Fender is selling 
$15,000 replicas 
of a used guitar 


of the Police 
purchased for 
$200 in 1972. 


turned down 

$75 million from 
rock promoters 
to do 50 concerts 
over the next 
couple of years 
under the name 
the . The 
offer called for 
Morrissey to use 
Smiths guitarist 
Johnny Marr on 
the tour, 


“IF YOU HATE 
ME, YOU'RE A 
LOSER.” 


i 
i 


Amy Winehouse, 
world's laziest 
kickboxer. 





Blake Fielder- 
Civil (left) and 
Winehouse the 
night of the brawl. 








CRAZY IN LOVE! 


and hubby publicly display aggression 
(bloody scratches), affection (romantic vacay) 


Pete Doherty better up his game ifhe hopes to out-crazy fellow British substance 
abuser Amy Winehouse. In late August, fresh off a brief stint in rehab, the 
23-year-old beehived singer allegedly had an early-morning fight with her 
husband, Blake Fielder-Civil, in a London hotel room. Winehouse was later 
photographed with what appeared to be acut above her eye, a bruised temple, 
a gashed knee and wounds to her hand and foot. For his part, Fielder-Civil 
sported a bevy of cuts and scratches on his cheeks and neck. 

Blogger Perez Hilton reported that Winehouse texted him an explanation 
of what happened: “I was cutting myself after [Fielder-Civil] found me in our 
room about to do drugs with a call girl and rightly said I wasn't good enough 
for him. I lost it, and he saved my life.” 

Aweek after the incident, Winehouse and Fielder-Civil vacationed at Jade 
Mountain resort in St. Lucia, where it was alleged in the U.K.’s Daily Mirror 
that the couple's bathroom was covered in blood and vomit and that the re- 
sort restaurant was forced to close after Winehouse hurled on the sofa. Up- 
on her return to London, Winehouse performed at the Nationwide Mercu- 
ry Prize ceremony, where she explained that rehab would likely not figure in 
future plans. “I’m of the school of thought where, if you can't sort something 
out for yourself, no one can help you,” she said. “Rehab 1s great for some peo- 
ple but not others.” Noe! Boddie 
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O88 “lake away my heartache, in the night like a thief/She give me love, love. love, love, crazy love, 
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ALMOST FAMOUS 


JOHNATHAN RICE 


Jenny Lewis's talented arm candy looks harmless, but he wan't hesitate 
to throttle a coked-up bully if necessary 


By NICK DUERDEN Phofograph by AUTUMN DE WILDE 

















































With big Bambi eyes, the kind of hair you'd expect on a 12-year-old girl, 
and a perennially querulous expression, women, Johnathan Rice sheep- 
ishly admits, are forever trying to mother him: “Hey, you get it while vou 
‘an, right?” he says in a muddled accent, a byproduct of having been 
born in Virginia and raised in a posh suburb of Glasgow. 

Two years ago, the now L.A.-based 24-year-old singer-songwriter 
released his somber debut, Trowb/e Js Real—think Jeff Buckley witha 
headache—a record inspired “by the general melodrama that comes 
with being 19, 20, 21,” he says. “When I first arrived in New York in 
2001, I was looking for the Greenwich Village of 1965, some kind of 
folk mecea. But the company I've kept ever since”—his famous pals 
include R.E.M., Conor Oberst and girlfriend Jenny Lewis of Rilo 
Kiley—“has led me down other avenues. I don’t take myself quite so 
seriously anymore.” 

Following an unexpected sideline into movies—he popped up as 
Roy Orbison in 2005's Walk the Line—he's released a new album, the 
‘Tom Petty-fragranced Further North, which comes with a pleasing 
shot of deadpan humor, compliments of 
Lewis, whom he considers “the best song- 
writer I’ve ever met.” The album’s first 
single, “We're All Stuck Out in the Desert” 
has a vaguely antiwar message, but Rice 
prefers to draw focus to this arresting line: 
“An investment banker started something/ 
So I broke his neck.” 

“True story,” he says. “Well, almost. I 
was ata Christmas dinner in Beverly Hills, 
and there was this real Patrick Bateman 
type whod been doing cocaine all day and 
was aggravating everyone. I didn’t quite 
break his neck, but I did throttle him. The 
next morning, I heard he'd checked into a 
recovery program.” 

Gosh. How very gallant of you. “Well, he 
murmurs, smiling, “I don't like to boast.” 


OUTNOW Further North ineparse) 


ALL ABOUT ME! 


BOOK I'M READING NOW: “The Family, by Kitty 
Kelley. It's a history of the Bush family, from 
the last century to the present day. Concrete 
proof the elusive ‘dickhead’ gene never skips a 
generation.” 


TYPICAL NIGHT OF DEBAUCHERY: “All the 
musicians we know come round to Laurel 
Canyon and set up in the living room. We try to 
make the place levitate, which involves lots of 
alcohol.” 

| 

| MOST DIVA DEMAND: “Don't come near me 

| when! have my headphones on.” 


460) -Well 1 asked about him, that long hair. and those curls. 
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Baby wants 
his blankie. 
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BABY 


Does the Cash Money cofounder 
and Lil Wayne mentor ... rock? 


Ever trashed a hotel room? 

Before we'd get offstage, I'd let the venue 
know where | was staying. They'd come 
and we were wildin’ out. We were banned 
so many times back in the day. 


Largest number of people you've 
woken up next to in a hotel bed? 
Around four. 


Best rumor about yourself? 
My name is Stan or some shit. 


Worst rock & roll injury? 
Dehydration. | was ballin’ too hard. | got 
pumped some IV in the hospital. 


Brush with the law? 

The last was in Miami. All my life I've 
carried guns without permits, so when | 
got one, the police was still acting crazy 
and wanted to take me in on some celeb- 
rity shit. When | was younger, | went to 
jail for three years for the same gun shit. 


Ever get lucky on an airplane? 
No, but my wife would love that. Every 
car | ever own, we break ‘em in. 


Is there a stripper pole in your house? 
It’s still in the box. | have 20,000 one- 
dollar bills on my floor. It’s symbolic. My 
kids play with them all day, making it rain. 


Most expensive item of clothing? 
My chinchilla might have been $20,000. 


It’s dinnertime. What are you cooking? 
Chicken and macaroni. | have a chef. 


Dave Hill 


VERDICT 


His kids make it rain? He's 
got a chef to make maca- 
roni? Baby rocks hard! 


BIRDMAN & LIL WAYNE cAsH MOWEY 











NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


is being 
sued for $I million 
by a college coed 
for “making it 
rain” ata 2006 
performance. 
After either Wayne 
—or a member 
of his entou- 
rage—tossed 
money into the 
crowd, concert- 
goer Tyrique 
Layne alleges she 
was trampled, lost 
consciousness 
and suffered a 
head injury. 





’s 
songs make 
sharks horny, 
according to 
the findings of 
German research- 
ers. Scientists 
piped different 
songs into shark 
tanks and discov- 
ered Timberlake's 
music generated 
an unusually large 
number of eggs. 
Conversely, they 
did not react at all 
to recordings by 
Britney Spears. 





's 
mother is getting 
the biopic treat- 
ment before 
her son does. A 
film-production 
company has 
acquired rights to 
Dear Mama: The 
Life Story of Afeni 
Shakur. The movie 
will tell the tale of 
Afeni's affiliation 
with the Black 
Panther Party, her 
drug addiction and 
Tupac's murder. 


“LAM THE 
TRUTH.” 








BABY * GALLOWS 


UNCLE KRACKER 








TAT’S NICE 


Singer of U.K. rock band gets inked onstage 


In what was perhaps an unprecedented act of punk rockness, Frank 
Carter, singer of the British band Gallows, celebrated an August per- 
formance by getting a tattoo onstage in the middle of a show. 

“This has been the best gig of my life,” Carter said from the Reading 
Festival stage in England. “I don’t want to forget this. But in halfan hour 
I won't be able to remember a thing, so I’m going to get a tattoo.” 

Armed with a tattoo gun, New Found Glory guitarist Chad Gilbert 
walked onto the stage, found a clean spot on the singer’s already heav- 
ily inked arm and carved into his flesh a padlock surrounded by sev- 
en dots. The confused but amped crowd went wild at the sight of the 
bloody spectacle. 

“Getting that tattoo hurt like hell,” Carter said afterward. chris varias 








KREEPY! 
Uncle Kracker charged with 
forcible sex 


Uncle Kracker, the rap-rock star 
and former Kid Rock DJ, was 
arrested in North Carolina and 
charged with a second-degree 
forcible-sex offense in August. 





After a performance in Raleigh, 
Kracker allegedly slid his hand up 
a woman's skirt and slapped her 
after she slapped him. A judge 
initially set bail at $5 million after 








deeming him “an exceptionally high 
flight risk” (the amount was later 
reduced to $75,000). The “Follow 
Me” singer, born Matthew Shafer, 
has publicly denied the allegations. 
Nick Duerden 


Still shy about 
his new braces. 











4A: “Welcome to my life tattoo/I’m a man now, thanks to you/I expect I'll regret you/But the skin graft man won't get you.” 





BABY: JOHN RICARD/RETNA; GALLOWS; JESSICA MORRIS; UNCLE KRACKER: SPLASH NEWS; WEST: LARRY BUSACCA/WIREIMAGE 
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“If the lab's a- 
rockin’, don't come 
a- -knockin'.” ' Fo 


Whistle While You Work 


LESLIE EATON 
YORK 


The forensic scientist reveals 
the perfect playlist for perform- 
ing a DNA paternity test 


“TWISTED (EVERYDAY HURTS)” 
SKUNK ANANSIE 

“This is a particularly relevant track, 
because paternity testing may well 
be precise and exacting scientific 
work, but it’s also very repetitive 
and dull. And so, really, every day 
does hurt.” 


“CANDY” 
CAMEO 

“A funk classic, and great to get your 
groove on to while dealing with all 
the samples. I’m not sure [singer ] 
Larry Blackmon’s shiny red codpiece 
would go down well in the lab, but I’d 
give ita go between my legs ... ” 


“RUFUSIZED” 

RUFUS 

“Afternoons in the lab can drag, and 
| need this amazing late-70s funk 
album to lift my spirits. I sing along 
with Chaka Khan, but carefully.” 


“NEW BORN” 
MUSE 

“After having been mel- 
lowed by Rufus, I need 
some reinvigoration. This 
track builds brilliantly, 
has a great riff, and I 
love screaming along 
to it. Unless the boss 
is around—then I ) 
whisper it.” — 


“FLY AWAY" 
LENNY KRAVITZ 

“The ideal song for 5 p.m., largely 
because of the line ‘I want to get 
away. The lab coat comes off, I leave, 
and the evening can get properly 
started.” 






NEWS 
ROUNDUP 


Reggae singer 
Bobby Kray 
delighted an audi- 
ence at a London 
concert by dump- 
ing a beer on Lily 
Allen's head. 
Allen reportedly 
bum-rushed Kray's 
performance 

and wrestled 

the microphone 
from him. She 
proceeded 

to speak ina 
Jamaican accent 
and shove Kray 
from the stage. 
Kray retaliated 

by taking a pint 

of Guinness from 
Allen's hand and 
pouring it on her. 





Rock & roll legend 
Bo Diddley 
suffered a heart 
attack while 
undergoing a 
doctor's checkup. 
The 78-year-old 
singer and guitar- 
ist was then fitted 
with a stent to help 
blood flow to his 
heart. 





Keith Richards 
ate a cigarette 
onstage during 
a Rolling Stones 
concert in London. 
The guitarist 
consumed the 
cancer stick ina 
show of protest 
over a smoking 
ban in England. 


WORD! 





“| JUST 


WANT 
TOBE 
NOMINATED 
FOR AN 
AWARD FOR 
ALL THE 
WORK I’VE 
DONE.” 


LINDSAY LOHAN 


WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK * MADNESS * LINDSAY LOHAN 


shooting the 
Titanic sequel 
on. a shoestring 
hudget. 


ROLLED ROYCE | 


Madness singer’s fancy ride gets dunked after 
losing a booze-aholic wager 





Apparently, nobody ever told Suggs to avoid writing checks his liver 
couldn't cash. The lead singer of the ‘80s British band Madness 
saw his beloved Rolls-Royce pushed into a pool after losing a bet to 
fellow Virgin Radio DJ Christian O’Connell. 

Thewager was over how many pints of Guinness each could drink 
in the course of a weekend. The overconfident Suggs bet his wheels, 
only to see his car taking a bath at this year’s V Festival in England. 
“His drinkingis legendary, so he thoughtit wasin the bag,’ O'Connell 
said. “Well, it’s not. It’s in the pool.” 

Their inspiration was Keith Moon, who famously sunk his Rolls 
on his 21st birthday. Den reitty 


THE SPURZZ 


Three men from Ohio pretend 
they love the Bible, America 
and one another 


Who are they? A Cincinnati combo who 

write songs about all things red, white 

and blue: bald eagles, Christian values, Beers, steers 
men loving men—and freedom. vol ae 


uys. 
Wait, what was that about men loving — 
men? Several of the wannabe-cowboys’ songs (“Man O War Tug 0 War,” “Man 
Lunch,” “Man Creeper") seem to have homoerotic undertones. “Sometimes good 
times happen in the back of a van,” says singer Jason Snell (a.k.a. Soft J), 30, a 
Web designer, “or in a parking lot, and sometimes, between two men.” 


That's fair. So, what's a live show like? Fun-with-jingoism placards with slogans 
like GO BACK TO FRANCE, HIPPIES and SPURZZ = FREEDOM pop up in the mostly very small 
crowds. Chris Marios 
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4.6 “Show me the white Rolls Royee in the rain/I can't get enough) Too hard a body drives me mad/Oh, veah, it’s like a drum. 
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ANTHONY 
COFFEY 


HOMETOWN: Scottsboro, AL 
WHIP: 1989 Oldsmobile Cutlass 






SUPE UP YOUR RIDE 
WITH CASTROL 


Every driver has a personal style 






when it comes to customizing a car. 
Make one thing a constant: 

use Castrol SYNTEC to keep it 
LEY With the help of hip-hop heavyweight Rich Boy, we went ona going strong. Unlock the power! 


search for the hottest suped up car in America. To earn the title of “Suped Up Star,” there 
Unlock the power of your car, visit 


CASTROLSYNTEC.COM 


is a lot more that goes into customizing a car than just a slick paint job. With the help 

of Castrol SYNTEC under the hood, you'll power up and add some kick to your ride. Rich 
Boy agrees: To keep your whip in top shape, you have to use Castrol SYNTEC. For more 
information about the contest and how to improve the performance of your vehicle, visit 
CastrolSYNTEC.com. 


Because of his dedication to his automobile, Anthony will be receiving 








"STARDOM Me: 
He! | ES | 


| nce (™Pactrol | 
IT’S MORE THAN JUST OIL. IT'S LIQUID ENGINEERING” GC t l 
= Castrol). 


a year's supply of Castrol SYNTEC and a free sound system with 
installation. As if that weren't enough, his car will also be appearing 


in an upcoming Rich Boy music video. Congratulations, Anthony! 


[ARIES 








ASTING RUSH. 


Castrol SYNTEC 5W-30 maintained maximum horsepower 29% longer than the leading 
conventional oil in new torture tests. And if Castrol SYNTEC can take over 100 hours of extreme 
punishment, imagine what it can do on the road. See the torture test at castrolsyntec.com. 
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ie 7Y EVES! 4 Friends Network. 
CRA < 75, August 28, st 


In the high-stakes world of in New York, of 
celebrity outings, loco lookyloos complications 

: from lung cancer. 
keep people guessing Founder of CBGB, 


NYC’s Bowery 
dive bar credited 
with launching 
punk rock. Kristal 
opened the club in 
1973, intending to 
make it an acous- 
tic-music show- 
case. Instead, it 
became the hub of 
New York under- 
ground rock with 
house bands such 
as Television, 

the Ramones, 
Blondie and 
Talking Heads. 


BILLIE JOE ARMSTRONG ae 





. | SAAS BA A SL 
71, September 6, in . 
Modena, Italy, from 
pancreatic cancer. G6 53 
The world’s most 
famous contempo- 


rary-opera singer, 


who crossed over wants her eighth album—with cameos 
Aastra from Maroon 5, Ne-Yo and (hopefully) Justin 
stardom as a Timberlake—to “get under people’s rib cages” 


member of the 


Three Tenors with “ » . — 2 ‘ ‘ 
* Resrrie . , auc 7 . sr 9D i uenile 
Placido Domingo After Breakthrough, Mary J. Blige says, referring to her 2005 multi-platinum, 


and Jose Carreras. multi-Grammy-winning, career-topping album, “I had to get ready for the next 


Pavarotti also left level, and the next level needs a lot of obedience and growth—spiritual growth, 
his mark on the 








JESSICA SIMPSON 
eS 


naar nit creative growth, every kind of growth.” Fittingly, she’s naming her follow-up 
performing with ) Growing Pains. 

James Brown and Calling from her Los Angeles home, where she recorded most of the album's 
ne, a tracks, the reigning queen of hip-hop soul is in characteristic fighting mode: 
“Miss Sarajevo" “This isn’t just about throwing a bunch of junk together. I want to amaze people. 
with U2 in 1995. I’m constantly looking to the new kids, like Rihanna, for inspiration—keeps 


me on my game.” Part of her growth process, she says, is collaborating with 
newcomers Dijon and Nephew. “It’s not about the big names,” she says. “It’s 
about who has the hottest song for Mary. If it’s hot, I’m taking it.” 
Still, befitting a star of Blige’s caliber, 
there are the requisite A-list collaborations. 
There's a song with Maroon 5, “I Miss You,” ALLABOUT MY ALBUM 
that sounds “ska, with a real West Indian 
vibe.” The remaining tracks are spread out 
among top urban producers and writers Sturiio: At her L.A. home 
Stargate, Jazzy Phe and Ne-Yo. And she’s 
WORD! aiming to record with Justin Timberlake— Last album: Breakthrough, 2005 
“Trust me, it will happen!” She adds, “I want New album: Growing Pains, due 
these songs to get under people's rib cages. December 
Music feeds the soul.” Nick Duerden 


Producers: Stargate, Jazzy Phe 
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\ British electro-pop “Crazy” duo 


After a brief hiatus, 





band are are Rivers Cuomo and 
Pe in London record- working on a fol- are record- 
AMERICAN ing their third low-up to 2006's ing their sixth 
GIRLS ARE record, the fol- platinum-selling, album in Southern 
o SLUTS s low-up to 2006's Grammy-winning California, set to 
; : The Warning, due St. Elsewhere, due be released some- 
CHAD SMITH February 2008. early 2008. time next year. 





5O “t want vou to tell me if you keep thinking of her/Even if it’s so far away/1 wish I could guess what feelings you hide/Behind your sunglasses.” 


SMITH: A. MACPHERSON/SPLASH NEWS; BLIGE: IAN BROOK; CEE-LO; REBECCA SAPP/WIREIMAGE; DANGER MOUSE: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREIMAGE; CORGAN, JEFFREY MAYFR/WIRFIMAGE 


ARMSTRONG: STUART ATKINS/REX USA; SIMPSON: STEVE GRANITZ/WIREIMAGE; WEIRD AL YANKOVIC: CHARLEY GALLAY/LONDON ENTERTAINMENT/SPLASH NEWS; 
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Ce te it that touches on hip-hop, synth-pop 
oh and soul." -POLLING STONE 


: : aie 3 


‘Left-field sonic alchemy is Kennas 
creative strength." -SP//V 


"One of the best pop albums 
of the year’ -V/GE 





Produced by THE NEPTUNES and KENNA 
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MOST 
WANTED 

SONGS IN 
AMERICA 


Move over, boys: 
This month belongs 
to the ladies (and 
Elliott Yamin!) 


3 


BRITNEY SPEARS 
“GIMME MORE” 


The kids are asleep, the Chihua- 
huas are fed—and Brit is ready to 
party! This new single is a sinu- 
ous, Danjahandz-produced club 
jam, but all you really need to 
hear are the first three words: “It's 
Britney, bitch!" Feel free to call ita 
comeback when she releases her 
fifth album in November. 





HOW WE DIDIT 


aolmusic.com 


The Most Wanted Songs chart is 
based on the number of audience 
searches, downloads and video plays 
on AOLmusic.com. 









POSTION TITLE ARTIST 


oe | “BIG GIRLS DON'T CRY" | FERGIE 
se “WAIT FOR YOU" ELLIOTT YAMIN 


——— 








ALICIA KEYS 





BRITNEY SPEARS * AVRILLAVIGNE % ALICIAKEYS 





ALBUM/LABEL 








THE OUTCHESS 
INTERSCOPE 


ELLIOTT YAMIN 
HICKORY 








= = ed 


THE BEST DAMN THING 
ARISTA 


HERE | AMM aFrenetaree’ 


a “GIVE IT TO YOU" EVE FEAT. SEAN PAUL LAM arr 
| FULL SURFACE GEFFEN 


“ME LOVE" SEAN KINGSTON 


SEAN KINGSTON 


BELUGS HEMGATSERIC 


HURRICANE CHRIS 
KANYE WEST 

50 CENT 

| DAUGHTRY 
WILLIAM 
MAROON 5 
"RIHANNA FEAT. NE-YO 
"GWEN STEFANI FEAT. 


DAMIEN MARLEY 


SANTANA FEAT. CHAD 
KROEGER 


KEYSHIA COLE FEAT. LIL 
KIM & Minot sais 





51/50 RATCHET 
POLO GROUNDS! 


GRADUATION 
DEF JAM/ROC-A-FELLA 


CUATIS sHapyy 
AFTERMATH INTERSCOPE 


DAUGHTRY 

a/RCA 

SONGS ABOUT GIRLS 
WILL.LAM MUSHCIWTERSCOPE 


IT WON'T BE SOON 
BEFORE LONG 
_OCTONE/AGM 


GOODGIRLGONEBAD | 
DEF JAM 


THE SWEET ESCAPE | 
INTERSCOPE | 


rM NOT DEAD 


ULTIMATE SANTANA 
ARISTA! 


| JUST LIKE YOU 


GEFFEN 


“Do it NELLY FURTADO FEAT. 
| MISSY ELLIOTT 


“CUT OFF TIME” OMARION FEAT. KAT 
DELUNA 


“STAY” | SUGARLAND 

| ; 
 COLBIE CAILLAT 
] 


AMY WINEHOUSE 


RIHANNA 


JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 


“WALL TO WALL" CHRIS BROWN 


WEEK ENDING // SEPTEMBER 30, 2007 
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of “Take away my heartache, in the night like a thief/She give me love, love, love, love, crazy love. 


FEEL THE NOISE 
COLUMBIA 

ENJOY THE RIDE 
MEACUAYT WASHVILLE 
coco 

UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC 


BACK TO BLACK 
UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC 


HEAVY WEIGHS THE 
KING J 


GOOD GIRL GONE BAD 
DEF JAM 


FUTURESEX/ 
LOVESOUNDS vive 


EXCLUSIVE 
JIVE 





AVRIL LAVIGNE 
“WHEN YOU'RE GONE” 


THE BEST DAMN THING 

A wistful piano lick, l-miss-you 
lyrics and a chorus a mile wide? 
Somebody call the power-ballad 
police! Pine for your special 
someone with Avril all month 
long, as she plays three shows 
in Mexico, then hits Girlfrenzy 
in Irvine, California. 





ALICIA KEYS 
“NO ONE” 


AST AM 

Heads up, future American 

Idol contestants: This never- 
mind-the-haters love song, with 
fat synths and Ms. Keys’s big 


sobby voice, is your new “Fallin’.” 


Bring your shawty and catch 
the New York native live in her 
hometown October 23. 





OMARION 
“CUT OFF TIME” 


FEEL THE NOISE 


ls Omarion bringing sexy 

back or something? How else 
to explain this fantastically 
spare disco track, punctuated 
by horn blasts and horndog 
moans? Check out his October 
18 show in Columbia, South 
Carolina. 


SPEARS: ETHAN MILLERSGETTY UMAGES; LAVIGNE: MARK LIDDELL: REVS: THIERRY LEGOUES: OMARION: COLUMBIA RECORDS) SONY BMG 
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Meet Amber. 


att.com/digitalworld 


What's in your digital world? 





Service provided by AT&T Mobility. ©2007 AT&T Knowledge Ventures. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Knowledge Ventures and/or AT&T affiliated companies. 
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COLLECT CALL FRON ... 


* FOO 
FIGHTERS 


ach month, one lucky band phones Blender HQ for 
seven straight days, just to, you know, share. Nowon 
fun-loving alt-rock vets the Foo Fighters | 




















By JOSH EELLS es 
Photographs by TONY WOOLLISCROFT 
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Day! 
AuGustT 18, 11:26 P.M. 


Singer Dave Grohl calls from Chelmsford, 
England, moments after the band’s head- 
lining set at the V Festival. 


“Dude, we just rocked the shit out of this 
place. There's nothing better than being in 
a huge field as it’s pissing down rain, with 
STM OLOLO Ke butbelc@ wera tise over) e) Coe tera bers 
along to your songs. It’s the greatest feel- 
ing in the world. 

“T love it here. My first time in 
England was about 20 years ago, with 
my hardcore band Scream. Way before 
Nirvana. It was so gray and drab—we'd 
just play squats and eat shitty food. The 
whole place seemed sad. Now everybody’s 


i 
abi happy and beautiful—it's like the Sunset 
Strip. This weekend’s a little too cold >> 


Johnny!” 
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FOO FIGHTERS 





and rainy for me, but it’s nothing some 
Crown Royal won't cure. 

“Now we're gonna go have a dance 
party with the rest of the people on the bill. 
Pink is here, Kanye West, the dudes from 
Jet. Pete Doherty’s here, too, but he’s not 
invited. Later, everybody is heading up to 
Staffordshire, where we're playing tomor- 
row. | want to carpool with Kanye. He has 
to be the designated driver, though, be- 
cause I’m getting fucked up.” 


Day 2 
AUGUST 19, 6:26 P.M. 


Drummer Taylor Hawkins checks in from 
Staffordshire a few hours before the band 
plays V Festival day two. 


“Man, I’m exhausted. I just had a baby, 

so I take sleep where I can get it, but last 
night was rough. We drove four hours to 
Birmingham, checked in to our hotel at 
4 in the morning, then left right away so 
we could get here by 10 to play this little 
secret breakfast show on one of the small 
stages. We played acoustic, real loose—it’s 
a good way for Dave to warm up his voice. 
We played under the name 606. I’m not 
sure what it means—probably some of 
Dave's crazy UFO shit. I wanted us to be 
called Meatwallet. Or Gary. 

“I'm gonna grab a quick nap and start 
getting ready for the show tonight. It’s 
nasty here: freezing cold, mud everywhere 
you step, water flying in our faces. The 
sun's going down now, and there’s a lit- 
tle evilness in the air. I hope we don’t get 
attacked.” >> 


56 “Those flashing lights come from everywhere.” 





Three out of 
Foo: Shiflett, 
Hawkins and 
Grohl backstage 
at V Festival. 


“THERE’S NOTHING 
BETTER THAN 


85,000 


DRUNK ENGLISH 
PEOPLE 


DAVE GROHL 








Day3 


Auaus? 20, 4:34 p.m. 


On the band’s day offin Scotland, guitar- 
ist Chris Shiflett phones with acomplaint. 


“Hey, I was thinking about it: Why is this 
thing called ‘Collect Call’? I'm talking to 
you on my dime, pal! 

“Last night's show was way better 
than the night before. Dave's mom even 
came onstage to say hi to the crowd—she 
used to bea teacher, so she knows how 
to work a room. We did have one casu- 
alty: Dave smashed his head on the side 
ofa bass drum. He had this big welt on 
his forehead—between that, his beard, 
his long hair and the rain, he looked like 
a homeless guy who'd been beaten up by 
another homeless guy. He had kind ofa 
Bumfight vibe going on. 

“We're in Edinburgh now. There's 
some kind of crazy street festival happen- 
ing—I just saw a bunch of Chinese people 
in traditional costumes break-dancing 
outside our hotel. I haven't even show- 
ered yet. I think I’m just gonna take it 
easy. Have a nice dinner, maybe see a play, 
and hit the steam room to sweat out all 
the mud.” 


Day4 


August 21, 10:57 9.M. 








Hawkins rings us after another trium- 
phant Foos set, this timein Edinburgh. 





“Edinburgh is definitely alive right now. 
Real circusy. We cruised around that fes- 
tival for a while this afternoon, saw a lot of 
dudes with kilts and bagpipes—mimes and 
shit like that. A /of of drunken Scotsmen. 
We grabbed lunch at the Pig and Thistle or 
something and then went to check out this 
ancient castle in the middle of the city. It’s 
totally Braveheart. Awesome. 

“Last night I tried watching the mov- 
ie Running With Scissors, but it was bum- 
ming me out too much; I had to turn it 


f 
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Grohl and 

guitarist Pat Smear 
get a kick out of that 
Miss Teen South 
Carolina video. 





off. This tour is hard, man. I’m enjoy- 

ing the shows, but I'm hating everything 
else with a passion, I've got a week-old 
son at home who I've barely seen. My wife 
just called and told me I missed his first 
bath. Meanwhile, I’m halfway around the 
world, eating shitty-ass Domino’s and 
drinking root beer by myself in a hotel 
room. It’s devastating.” 


Day5 


AuGustT 22. 5:22 p.m. 


Bassist Nate Mendel calls us a few hours 


before this evening's show at a cricket sta- 
diumin Dublin. 


“Last night was great. We played with 
Nine Inch Nails and Silversun Pickups, 
who were both awesome. And the pro- 
moters gave us each customized bottles 
of Foo Fighters—brand 17-year-old single- 
malt scotch. It’s actually Glenmoyer or 
Glenlochen or something—one of those 
Glens—but it’s got our little FF logo and 
everything. 

“Yesterday was our tour manager's 
birthday, so after the show we had a par- 
ty for him. In his room. With the liquor 
from his minibar. Like, ‘Happy birthday! 
Here’ a bill for £4.00 worth of booze!’ 

“Actually, we haven't really gone 
all-out since the first night here, when 
we got blasted on Jager bombs witha 
bunch of crusty old punks at this dive 
bar in London. I think it was called the 


“WE'VE PLAYED EIGHT 
SHOWS IN SIX DAYS, 
BEEN FREEZING COLD 
AND SOAKING WET. WE 
MISS OUR FAMILIES, 
AND MY VOICEIS SHOT.” 


DAVE GROHL 








Crowbar—it was the kind of place Lemmy 
would go. We've been recovering ever 
since. But we're in Ireland now; if there's 
gonna be a night of going out and getting 
totally hammered, this is it.” 


Day6 


AuGust 23, 11:14 A.M. 





Grohl dials us from Dublin with an up- 
date—and some news. 


“The show last night was amazing. 
Rolling hills, beautiful Irish greenery. 
Nine Inch Nails opened for us, which | 
still don’t believe. And afterward we saw 
our friend Norah Jones. She was in town 
for ashow, so we met up at the hotel bar, 
smoked a few cigarettes and drank way 
too much Crown and Coke. That girl will 
doashot, lemme tell ya. We finally quit 
around 4 in the morning—I know when 
to pack it in. 

“Speaking of which, we're going 
home. We're supposed to tape some songs 
for an English TV show tomorrow and 
do asurprise set at the Reading Festival, 
but yesterday we just kind of looked at 
each other and said, ‘Fuck it? We've played 
eight shows in six days, been freezing cold 
and soaking wet, done a million hours 
of press. We miss our families, and we've 
only had one day off. Worst of all, my voice 
is totally shot from screaming my balls off 
every night. 

“Sometimes there comes a point when 
you realize you re actually being detri- 
mental to your career by staying on the 
road. This is one of those times. So we're 
headed to the airport.” 


Day 7 
AuGust 30, 8:40 P.M. 


After a week of being incommunicado, 
Grohl phones from the set ofan L.A. photo 
shoot for one final wrap-up. 


“Long time, no talk! Man, I’m so glad we 
came home. I've just been parked on the 
couch all week, eating pizza and watching 
Top Chefreruns. Actually, that’s not true. 
I've been waking up at 7 every morning 
with my 16-month-old daughter. I missed 
her like crazy—the first thing I did was 
run inside and tickle her for, like, an hour. 
Yesterday we had a Mommy and Me play- 
date, and over the weekend my wife and 
I took her to a baby pool party. We're to- 
tally part of this little baby community. It 
reminds me of the hardcore scene. 
“Twenty years ago, rock never seemed 
like a career decision for me, | just did it 
to getaway from working at the furniture 
warehouse. Now I'msettled down witha 
beautiful woman and a beautiful kid, and 
my music pays the rent. It’s really all I ever 
wanted.” [ewer] 


LAURA KLEINHENZ. 


Ever tried sliding 
slsleclan= i= 
bobsled run naked? 
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Ever tried New Gum? 
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Stimulate Your Senses 
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DEAR SUPERSTAR 





Detroit's favorite rock-country-hip-hop joker mouths off about his 
sex tape (sorry), his drinking habits (A.M. beer is A-OK) and his favorite 
pastime (antiquing, of course!) 


#y TIM GRIERSON 
Photograph by ROBERT MAXWELL 
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HE’S A WHITE-TRASH hip-hop pimp. A country bal- 
ladeer. A’70s-nostalgic arena-rock star and an all-around 
anti-PC smartass. But when Kid Rock extends his hand in 
greeting, he introduces himself as Bob. 

Dressed in his standard-issue wife-beater, black fedora 
and sunglasses, the man born Robert James Ritchie fin- 
gers an unlit cigar as he sits poolside at L.A’s Sunset 
Marquis hotel. Ducking from the pounding midday sun 
under an umbrella, Kid Rock, 36, starts to talk about his 
new CD, Rock N Roll Jesus—and that’s when the trade- 
mark cockiness flares up. 

“A lot of people have been telling me for the last 
three years they'd like to see me step in and make a great 
American rock album,’ he says. “There's a lack of star 
power these days. You look around and... pfff-” Pretending 
to survey the miniscule competition on the horizon, he 
waves his hand dismissively. 

He sits back in his chair, wearing a shit-eating grin, 
and scans a pool-food menu for some appetizers. Not so 
fast, Bob: It’s time for the third degree .., >> 
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KID ROCK 





HIGH? ME? 


Eninans 


Please take us through a day of Kid Rock 
drinking: What's a good drink for morning, for 
midday, for the evening, and for nighttime? 
Tryglobyte, Norfolk, VA 

I heard it said best, and it stands true: “How 
can you drink all day if you don’t start first 
thing in the morning?” I follow the for- 
mula: Beer during the day, wine at dinner, 
whiskey afterward. And then, usually, sex. 


Is celebrity rehab a crock? 
S.Rhesa, Plano, TX 


Yes. It’s also gay. 


You had three separate wedding ceremonies 
with Pam Anderson. Which was the wildest? 
Cindy.Frost, Los Angeles 

I’m not really gonna talk about that, but I 
will tell you this: Getting married is a ball. 
Getting married is the most fun you can 
have in life. Betng married sucks. 

Please fill in the blanks: | sing better than | 


, but not as well as | 
LiuMissKittie, Ramsey, NJ 








I sing better than I think, but not as well as 
I think. 


What hobby do you have that would 
surprise us? 

*Aweereme, Montreal 
Antiquing. When I’m in different towns, 
[like to go to antique stores. I love to find 
old brass lamps with bald eagles on ’em— 
they re impossible to get. So maybe if you 
print this, someone will bring some lamps 
to the backstage door when we go on tour, 
and we can work something out. 


What's wrong with America? 

FL Stephens, Louisville, KY 

Nobody's got a backbone anymore. Guys 
will say fucked-up things on the radio, or 
Mel Gibson gets drunk, and they start apol- 
ogizing, crying to everybody. I’m tired of 
everybody saying “I’m sorry,’ especially 
when you know they’re really not. I never 
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get into trouble for anything I say, because 
people just expect it. IfI did, I would say, 


“It’s not that I didn’t mean to say it; it’s just 
that I wish I wouldn't have.” 


Besides your sex tape with Scott Stapp, do 
you often record yourself getting busy? 
Thierry_DuPont, Arabi, LA 

Never. That wasn’t my tape; that was his 
tape—which I haven't seen, but it’s gotta be 
funny. Who's got it? Send it to me! I haven't 
seen it! I da want to apologize publicly for 
that tape, though. Not forthe tape... just for 
hanging out with Scott Stapp. 





What was the scariest moment during your 
time as a teenage crack dealer in Mt. Clem- 
ens, Michigan? 

Bhuzos, Port Arthur, TX 

I never felt that threatened, really. We'd 
stand on the corner and make some extra 
money selling a vial full of rocks. Usually 
we'd just stay in the parking lots and drink 


“GETTING MARRIED 


IS THE MOST FUN 
YOU CAN HAVE IN 
LIFE. BEING MARRIED 
SUCKS.” 















CHECK OUT 
MY FLOTATION 
DEVICES! 
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40s and tell jokes, y know? But I don’t know 
ifthere was a scary moment involved. It 

wasn t like there were gun battles. I had 
afew friends who got shot and died, but I 
wasn t around to witness that. 


You publicly challenged Vanilla Ice to a fight. 
Did you ever hear from him? 
AllBranMegaton, Staten Island, NY 

I've seen hima few times since then. We've 
hung out and talked; he’s a nice kid. It’s 

like anything else. You get money, and all 
that shit suddenly seems unimportant, but 
when you don't have money it’s important: 
When your grandparents come over for 
Thanksgiving and they say, “What are you up 
to?” and someone says, “Oh, Bobby's arap- 
per, and they go, “Oh, like Vanilla Ice,’ that 
makes you want to kick his ass. 


Can | buy the eight-foot middle finger from 
the Devil Without a Cause tour off of you? 
MetalScythe, Royal Oak, MI 

I’m sure it’s in one of our warehouses. I'd 
probably give it to you just because you 
asked. That would be a cool thing for some 
Kid Rock fan: Have a barbecue and blow 
up that eight-foot thing. You couldn't say it 
wouldn't be fun! 


When you were a teenager, you went out on 
the road rapping with Ice Cube and Too Short. 
What sorts of things did the crowds throw 

at you? 

Uree2Splurge, Great Neck, NY 

Once or twice I got stuff thrown at me. 

In San Francisco, I remember this Rasta 
dude throwing quarters at me. So 1 
mooned him in front of the whole >> 
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KID ROCK 





crowd. Generally, people were like, 
“What's going on here? What's this white 
kid doing? What’s he rapping about?” 
Then I would get on my turntables, and 
that’s how I really got my respect. I would 
do tricks and people would think, “Oh, 
OK, he's got some talent.” 


You love old-school rap. What contemporary 
rappers do you listen to? 

Gyroskopik, Bolingbrook, IL 

I like that Rich Boy song about Cadillacs, 
“Throw Some D's.” Chamillionaire’s 
“Ridin” is a pretty good song. Honestly, 

I love hip-hop, but I haven't been into it 
lately. It’s great, though: You can say some 
shit about hip-hop and they'll print it— 
there's like 80,000 Websites, and you 

can fuck with everybody. Just say some- 
thing like, “Oh, hip-hop has no melody.’ 
People get mad and all pissed off, and it’s 
like, “Calm down, all you white kids with 
Web sites.” 


What's the coolest car ever made? 

JLK&9, Paradise Valley, AZ 

I just bought a 1930 Cadillac V-16. Probably 
the best V-16 in America. Just the crafts- 
manship, the work on those cars—abso- 
lutely incredible. Made in Detroit, offthe 
line. Driver in the front, big room in the 
back. Just the ingenuity and the time they 
took to craft these cars out of steel. To me, 
that’s class. To actually know that car and to 
go out and buy that, it’s class and style. Any 
asshole can buy a Ferrari. 


Which of your famous buddies holds their 
liquor best? 
Switchflak, Albuquerque, NM 


Gretchen Wilson's pretty good. One time 
she had adrinking party at her place in 
Nashville—a hot-tub party. The next day, 
she says, “You know, I woke up this morn- 
ing, and your Confederate-flag boxers 
were hanging on my Grammy.” 





“| WANT TO 
APOLOGIZE FOR 

HANGING OUT WITH 

SCOTT STAPP.” 





When Jive dropped you from your first deal, 
were you afraid your career was over? 
Kendall_Mellar, Sacramento, CA 

Had I thought it was over, I wouldn't have 
been so persistent all those years. I went in 
there and bitched at ‘em. I said, “Man, we 
didn't doa video, you guys can't get any of 
my songs on the radio. What is going on?” 
And they go, “Look, you said ‘Suck my dick’ 
in every single song. How are we gonna 
get that on the radio?” “All right, you got 

a point.” Note to self: Don't say, “Suck my 
dick” seven times a song. Better chance at 
airplay. 


What's the whore-iest gig you've ever played? 
lsaiah_R, Burlington, VT 

Years ago, I played a Bar Mitzvah. I 

didn't even know what that was at the 

time. This guy gave me $1,500 to bring a 
DAT machine and rap over these songs. 
“$1,500?! Where is it?” “Well, it’s a Bar 
Mitzvah.’ “I don't care what it is. Just tell me 
they have the money.” 


You were ordered to attend anger-manage- 
ment classes in 2005 after you punched a 
DJ outside a strip club. Have you punched 
anyone since? 

GerryRis, Belfast, ME 

It was inside the strip club. And I’m gonna 
plead the fifth on that, on the grounds I may 
incriminate myself, 


lf the presidential elections were 
today, who would you vote for? 
Hezdez1000, Cary, NC 

George Bush. Because it would 
piss everybody off. 


What current song totally irritates 
you every time you hear it? 

Quyron Dawg, Portland, OR 
American Idol in general irritates 
me. Itsucks. I think they should 
allow songwriters in. Someone 
singing a song they wrote—theres 
nothing more powerful. But, 
whatever, they're doing fine; they 
don't need me, and I don’t need 
them. Somebody was bitching at 
me, “You talk shit about American 
Idol; there’s 30 million people who 
watch that show, smart guy. It's the 
biggest show in America.” Is that 

a fact? Last time I checked, there's 
300 million people in America. 

I wanna sell my music to the 270 
million smart motherfuckers who 
don't watch that bullshit, ! 
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USEFUL TIPS FROM THE STARS 


BUY YOUR FIRST CAR 


Seventeen-year-old “Lip Gloss” phenom LIL MAMA tells you howto pick your ride 


By MARK YARM 
Photograph by MATTHIAS CLAMER 


MAKE A BUDGET 


“Map out your budget: What 
do you want to spend? What's 
your income? How much do 
you need for gas? The worst 
thing you can do is buy a car 
and not have anywhere to live 
because you can’t pay your 
rent or mortgage. You can’t 
live in your car—it doesn’t 
have a kitchen.” 


OUT NOW 


Voice of the Young People (sive) 
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TAKE A RIDE 


“Go to a dealership trusted by 
people you know. Test-drive 
as Many Cars as you can—10 
is a good number. Make sure 

you're comfortable in it. Drive 

the car fast, then slow down to 
test the brakes. Make sure all 
the lights are on and properly 
working, the car smells good, 
the interior’s clean.” 


FALLIN LOVE 
“Guys like cars they can take 
care of like they take care of 

a lady, by buying it nice shoes 
(the rims). I like my car to be 
like a guy: The shape has to 
be really crazy and muscular. 
Masculine, so if I get into 
an accident I’m not going to 
die. And the color has to be 
poppin; like my lip gloss.” 


SEEK COUNSEL 


“I'm bringing my dad. I might 
just be thinking about every- 
body seeing me in this hot 
car, and my father will be like, 
‘The brakes don’t really work: 
Don't go with your friends— 
they'll just tell you what you 
want to hear because they 
want to ride around in it and 


” 
we 


go to the movies 





ORs eee 


STYLING: RAQUEL GRIFFIN; HAIR AND MAKEUP: SHALEA WALKER. VEST; AKADEMIKS; HOODIE: OBESITY + SPEED; TANK: MISS SIXTY; LEGGINGS: JEREMY SCOTT: JEANS: AKADEMIKS 
4 wane a 


SHMES: NIVE- WATOE. ANENA®, Matermauince os 








You re a Wahiman. 


With the freedom to define and redefine your look. 
Whether your style is a goatee, mustache or beard, 


Wahl. The right tool for the job. 
(WAHL | 


HOME PROOUCTS 


Join. wahination.com The brand used by professionals. 











Obligatory’ illagers 


"Sue 


oney re — 


Eskimo Joe. Aa Ne a 
Black Fingernails Ri | gst & Found | BI {ay — “nn Shade 





The best venue to discover great new bands. 


Each month, we scour the music scene to find the most promising, talented and innovative new artists. 


When you want to check out some new music, head to Best Buy where there's never a cover charge. 


Look for our Find ‘Em First section in store and at BestBuy.com® 


33282 © 2007 Best Buy. All Rights Reserved. BEST BUY, the BEST BUY logo and the tag design are trademarks of Best Buy Enterprise Services, Inc. 





ROGER RESSMEYER/CORBIS. 





THE GREATEST SONGS EVER 





“DON'T STOP BELIEVIN” 


The San Francisco fivesome wanted to fill stadiums. So they wrote a weirdly paced 
power ballad and didjust that 


( By JODY ROSEN ) 


WHATEVER YOU THOUGHT of that ambiguous Sopranos finale—Did Tony get 
whacked? Did he live to scarf another jumbo order of onion rings?—one thing is certain: 
The soundtrack was hot. The series’ much-debated final scene begins with the mob boss 
flipping through arestaurant-booth jukebox and cuing up Journey's “Don’t Stop Believin’” 
and for the next three minutes plus, the song’s tolling piano chords, high-rise guitar leads 
and Enrico Caruso-style vocals ratchet up the tension, bringing epic overtones to a family 
dinner in a New Jersey malt shop. It was fitting use of the definitive arena-rock aria. 

That great big song began lifebackin1981— albums and undergone a couple of stylis- 
Tony and Carmela were probably seniors in tic extreme makeovers. The San Francisco 
high school—as a few absentmindedly tickled band had formed in 1973 as shaggy, post-hip- 
piano lines. Journey had already released six _ pie prog-rockers with vague fusion leanings. >> 





OCTOBER 


IS8I 
on 






26 YEARS 
AGO THIS MONTH 


“Imagifié how 
good this-wilfSound” 


wOW guitars?” ey, 
OW guita wiih | 


— 
a % - 
> 


a 


— 
> a 





Blender.com vel 


Pat wd iy aul i 
R. JOURNEY Bale te 
' 2 ta 


see : 


=i 


“No batta, no batta!” 


Four years later, they got a new lead sing- 
er, Steve Perry—a sweet-natured skinny 
guy with lungs the size of duffel bags—and 
moved toward pop-rock. Beginning work 
on their seventh studio LP, Escape, they 
were intent on joining the stadium-pack- 
ing ranks of behemoths like Foreigner and 
Boston. “The band was born to go to big 
venues, Perry tells Blender. “We wanted 
to write a song that had size, a larger emo- 
tion. A landscape of sound—you know what 
I mean?” 

Jonathan Cain, the band’s keyboard- 
ist, found himself picking out a four- 
chord piano figure in the band’s Oakland, 
California, rehearsal hall. Perry liked what 
he heard and began improvising vocal mel- 
odies. Soon, guitarist Neal Schon joined in, 
working up a bass line and a churning lit- 
tle lead he wanted to sound “like a locomo- 
tive.” Before long, they had created the skel- 
eton of a new song. “Like every great thing 
we ever wrote, it all came together in five 
minutes,’ Schon recalls. 

Cain had strong ideas about where the 
track needed to go. “I told Steve, “What 
youre missing is youre not relating to your 
fans. Let’s turn the mirror on them, write 
about their lives.” Together, they came 
up with a narrative about two young lov- 
ers on a train trip, adding noirish images 


of smoke-filled nightclubs and shadowy 


streets—and a big, climactic chorus about 
holding fast to dreams. The result was 
an undeniable anthem with an unusual 
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“LIKE EVERY GREAT THING WE EVER 
WROTE, IT CAME TOGETHER 


STEVE PERRY 


arrangement. It contains three verses and 
a pair of slow-boiling bridges (“Strangers 
waiting, up and down the boulevard”), but 
the actual chorus arrives in one soaring, 
emotional money-shot at the song’s end. 
“Don't stop believin’/Hold on to that fee- 
lin’/Streetlight people, Perry belts in his 
rippling, rock-operatic tenor. 

Cain admits the lyrics include “some def- 
inite cliches.” Reviewers almost universally 
panned “Don't Stop Believin?’ deriding its 
bombast and weird poetastery. “All the crit- 
ics were like, ‘Who the hell are these “street- 
light people”’?” laughs Perry, who came up 
with the image while gazing down from a 
hotel room in Detroit, watching the backlit 
crowds below. But thesong was immediately 
embraced by Journey's fans— Perry remem- 
bers audiences singing every word the week 
of the album's release—and it became the 
groups second Top 10 single, propelling 
Escape to sales of 9 million copies. 

In the years since, Journey's fortunes 
have waxed and waned—the band sepa- 
rated at least twice, and Perry was gone 
by 1998. But “Don't Stop Believin” has 
enjoyed an illustrious pop-culture afterlife. 
The Chicago White Sox adopted it as their 


theme song during their 2005 World Series 
run; it popped up on MTV's Laguna Beach 
and, of course, on the Sopranos finale— 
which almost didn’t happen. Perry with- 
held his permission until 48 hours before 
the episode was set to air, seeking assur- 
ances that “Don't Stop Believin” wouldn't 
score Tony Soprano’s whacking. “It’s such 
a hopeful song,” he explains. “I didn’t want 
it to be associated with something bad. But 
when I saw the show, I thought it was per- 
fect. | was shouting in my house, throwing 
my arms up: Woooooh!” [==] 


Vital Statistics 


SONG “Don't Stop Believin"™ 

ARTIST Journey 

LABEL Columbia 

PERFORMERS Steve Perry (vocals), Neal Schon 


(guitar, vocals), Jonathan Cain (keyboards, 
vocals), Ross Valory (bass, vocals), Steve Smith 
(drums) 

WRITERS Cain, Perry, Schon 

PRODUCERS Kevin Elson, Mike Stone 


CHART DEBUT October 31, ISS 
HIGHEST CHART POSITION 9 
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ASK BLENDER 





| just saw Daft Punk’s mind-blowing 
live show, and I have only one 
question: Where can | get one of those 
robot helmets? 


Josh Hodges, Chicago 


Until a couple of months ago, you could have gone 
straight to the source. The French electro duo's crazy- 
cool helmets were custom designed by a Sacramento 
company called LED Effects. (According to Daft Punk 
lore, the human twosome of Thomas Bangalter and 
Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo were transformed 


into robots by a freak studio explosion at 9:09 a.m. 
on September 9, 1999.) For at least a year, the com- 
pany advertised replicas of the helmets, complete 
with armband controllers, backpack power centers 
and even (reportedly) internal ventilation systems— 
a real lifesaver after a few hours of 100-plus-degree 
body-rockin’. LED Effects claims that the helmets cost 
$14,000 each to manufacture; because of labor costs 
and licensing fees (the band owns the copyright), they 
were selling the set for $65,000. 

But unfortunately, it’s too late. In August, a notice 
appeared on the company’s Web site: “These helmets 
are NOT available for purchase and cannot be sold to 





l recently read something about 
recording witha 
bunch of monkeys. Please explain. 
Miwghn Mansfield, St. Paul, MN 
Technically, they were apes. A few 
years ago, Gabriel was reading about 
the highly developed language skills of 
the bonobo, a cousin of the chimpan- 
zee, and wondered if they'd be anv good 
at making music. Soin 2001, he paid 
a visit to the bonobo lab at Georgia 
State University’s Language Research 


sata tritits| 
reveals his secret to 
enat-free hair. 
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Ask Blender 


askblender@ 
blender.com 


1040 Sixth Avenue, 


[5th Floor, NewYork, 


NY I0018 


Please include 
your first and 

last name, your 
hometown and your 
state or province, 








the general public due to copyright issues.” Merde! 


Center, set up a couple of keyboards 
and was soon jamming with 15-year- 
old Panbanisha and her big brother 
Kanzi. He called it “an extraordinary 
experience. “There was real musical 
intelligence and sensitivity at work, no 
question,” said the man responsible for 
“Shock the Monkey.” “When I play the 
tape to other musicians, they re just 
amazed.” (Gabriel told his buddy Paul 
McCartney about the center, and the 
ex-Beatle visited the next year, jam- 
ming with the apes on “Eleanor Rigby.” 
“It was wild,” McCartney said.) 

Gabriel later wrote about the expe- 
rience in “Animal Nation,” a song 
on Disney's The Wild Thornberrys 
soundtrack. “Didn't meet you in the 


jungle, swinging froma tree, he sang. 


“Sat down at the piano, you were play- 
ing with me/T couldn't believe all the 
things you could do/The apes I’ve seen 
were in the zoo.” 


Is it true that and 


were friends when 
they were kids? 


Lehei Merrero, Silver City, NM 


Actually, quite the opposite: They were 
sworn enemies! 

In the late 60s, when Abdul was but 
awee pigtailed Brownie scout growing 
up in California's San Fernando Val- 
ley, she was often babysat by a teen- 
aged pal: one Michael Bolotin, a young 
Motown fan who would later alter his" 
surname (and shed his hairline) to 
become Michael Bolton. 

Like many sitter/sittee pairs, Bolo- 
tin and the 7-year-old Abdul were 
herce toes; they bickered constant- 




















ly, and once she even locked him out of 
the house. “He used to call mea brat, 
and I said he was the worst babysitter 
in the world, Abdul said in 2006. “But 
Lactually loved him.” 
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In honor of the late New York Yankee 
Phil Rizzuto, can you tell me the 
story behind his guest spot on that 

song? I've heard he was 
duped into it. 


Jeremy Shepard, Darien, CT 


You're talking about “Paradise by the 
Dashboard Light,” an eight-and-a- 
half-minute epic from 1977's Bat Out 
of Hell, In the song, Meat Loaf and 
a lady friend reminisce about their 
steamy teenage love affair, especial- 
ly the night they were “gonna go all 
the way.” Three minutes in, Rizzuto— 
who was a Yankees broadcaster for 
40 years—breaks in with a simulated 
radio call about a ballplayer trying to, 
um, “round the bases.” His monologue 
was sprinkled with cheeky innuen- 
do (“He's gonna slide in headfirst!”), 
thereby cementing the baseball dia- 
mond/sex metaphor for the ages. 
Rumor had it that the scatter- 
brained Rizzuto was tricked into par- 
ticipating; he later claimed to be 
totally oblivious to the double enten- 
dre, But though Rizzuto may have been 
an old-fashioned Catholic boy, Meat 
Loafthinks he was definitely in on the 
joke. “Phil was no dummy, he said. 
“He knew exactly what was going on. 
He was just getting some heat froma 
priest and felt like he had to do some- 
thing. But I believe Phil was proud of 
that song and his participation.” 
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After a decade of toiling in pop’s trenches, 
Pussycat Dolls lead hottie NICOLE SCHERZINGER is 
ready for superstardom—and she'll do anything 
(OK, almost anything) to make it happen 


By MICHAEL JOSEPH GROSS 


Photographs by MARTIN SCHOELLER 


wk 


a” nit 


. ait 
NICOLE SCHERZINGER HASN'Thad 
abiteto eatin two whole days. Standing 
“barefoot in the kitchen of her gated 
Ho) l htauvoveredeeyre(emellttre svtetor-Weytemanzvotcr 
lucent jug filled with a yellow mixture of water, 
honey, lemon, maple syrup and cayenne that's her 
sole nourishment right now; the Pussycat Dolls’ 
exotically pan-ethnic lead singer (part Russian- 
Hawaiian, part Filipino) passionately explains her 
rigor. This two-day master cleanse “will help me 
find my center,’ she says, even as it “makes me look 
betterinswimsuits’ during the coming weekend's 
’ video shoot for “Baby Love,” the second single 
~ from her debut solo album, Her Name Is Nicole. >> 
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At 29, Scherzinger is a battle-hardened showbiz veteran. Out 
of high school, she sang “What I Did for Love” in a Louisville, 
Kentucky, summer-stock production of A Chorus Line, left college 
in Ohio to sing backup with the grunge band Days of the New, won 
the top spot in the prefab girl group Eden’s Crush on the WB's real- 
ity show Popstars in 2001, nabbed a couple of small acting roles in 
the movies Chasing Papi and Love Don't Cost a Thing, then joined 
the Pussycat Dolls in 2003. Andshe knowsthat, ala American Idol, 
this is her now. 

Freshly spray-tanned, wearing full makeup, in a light Indian- 
cotton shift, Scherzinger glances at a Romanian glass sculpture of 
Jesus across the room and declaims, “I need total focus, total con- 
centration, total centering, because this album is everything I've 
been working for my whole life. You get one chance, and this is my 
chance’—and then, as if suddenly realizing that she sounds like 
a kid from Fame, Scherzinger rears back, takes a slug of the yel- 
low stuffand reels it in, growling like a tough old broad: “So I’m 


master-cleansin it.” 
a 
NOW THAT SH E is pledging the empyrean sorority (Beyoncé, 


president; Fergie, social chair) where everybody wears gigantic 
sunglasses and nobody has a last name, Nicole Scherzinger needs 
to define herself as more than a Doll. “When you're in a group, you 
have to work within a brand and a name and an image,” she says, 
lounging in a white cabana on her terrace, then fiercely adds, “Now, 
as an artist, I’m ready to run wild.” 

The problem is, she’s not sure how wild she wants to be. After 
her last big declaration, her shoulders slump, eyebrows crumple, 
and fierce turns anxious: “How does that sound? Sometimes you 


iif Ho'omaikar 
. » Scherzinger before 
i herhich school 


yaduation, in (996. 





“AT MY FIRST PUSSYCAT DOLLS 
PHOTO SHOOT, | LOOKED AT THE 
COSTUMES AND CRIED. | WASN'T 
USED TO SHOWING SO MUCH 
OF MY BODY.” 


say these things, and then... 1 mean, not that I’m out of control, but 
I'm ready to run wild—for what I've been waiting for?” 

To begin to understand Nicole Scherzinger’s quest to define 
her own special wildness, first you have to understand the Pussycat 
Dolls. Choreographer Robin Antin started the group in 1995 as a 
earters-and-boas burlesque show in L.A. The weekly event attract- 
ed a cult following of industry types and A-list guest performers 
like Christina Aguilera, Charlize Theron—and Gwen Stefani, who 
took her mentor, Interscope Records chairman Jimmy Iovine, to 
see the Dolls one night. lovine remembers telling Stefani, “Wow, 
if this had real singers, and pop songs, this could be like a combi- 
nation of the Spice Girls and Moulin Rouge,” whose soundtrack he 
had just put together. 

Antin, Iovine and Geffen Records chairman Ron Fair audi- 
tioned hundreds of hotties for the Pussycat Dolls’ new incarna- 
tion, and, true to the conventions of Hollywood myth—“this story 
sounds so fake, but it’s so real,” Antin says—Nicole Scherzinger 
swooped in at the 11th hour, sang Peggy Lee's “Fever” and blew the 
room away. In the months they'd been searching, lovine says, “we 
didn’t hear anybody with a voice that came close to this. The group 
needed a big voice, and finally we found it.” 

Still, Antin was skeptical: “Nicole was wearing nice slacks, like 
she was going to the opera, or working in a fancy office. She had 
no style.” 

Then Scherzinger started dancing—and taking off her clothes. 
“Under her outfit is another outfit,” Antin says. “Kind of corset- 
style, much more revealing, and the whole transformation is cho- 
reographed, and she starts doing this thing—she’s superflexible— 
takes her leg up up up up up—all the way! —and I'm like, ‘Oh, God! 
Thank you!” 

lovine, while impressed, saw her ethnicity as a business risk— 
though one that could pay off big, especially in the internation- 
al market. He remembers telling Antin, “There’s never been a 
Hawaiian or Asian pop star in America. Maybe Don Ho, right? If 
we crack this, if we can get people to accept this, we win. Whatever 
country she goes to ... because you can’t tell what the hell she"— 
he interrupts himself, reverting to the warmer sentiment—“they ll 
take her as their own.” 

Scherzinger used this opportunity to make a pitch for a solo 
deal instead, but Iovine says he talked her into starting with the 
group. “It will platform you,’ he explained—a strategy that rhymes 
with the way Interscope shot Fergie to the A-list from her base as 
singer of the Black Eyed Peas. 

Despite her striptease, the audition was tough for Scherzinger, 
who grew up ina conservative Catholic family (her grandfather is 
a priest) to accustom herself to the Dolls’ overt sexuality. “At my 
first photo shoot,” she says. “I looked at the costumes we were sup- 
posed to wear, and I cried. I just wasn't used to it. I was like, [just 
wanna sing. I walked off, actually. I wasn’t used to showing so 
much of my body.” 

Antin says she gave Scherzingera pep talk: “I’mallaboutfemale 
empowerment,’ she explained to the tearful Nicole. “Wearing cor- 
sets is empowering.” 

With Scherzinger as queen Doll, the group's debut album, 
PCD, sold more than 5 million copies worldwide, begat the CW 
reality show Pussycat Dolls Present: The Search for the Neat Doll. 
spawned four Top 10 hits including the girls-can-be-cuckolds- >> 
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The Name Game 


Nicole Scherzinger is the rare celebrity who opted not to change her polysyllabic last name. 
Can you match the famous musician with his or her unwieldy birth name? 





Patricia Andrzejewski Karen Orzolek 


Georgios Panayiotou MathangiArulpragasam 
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too club anthem “Don’t Cha” and (despite a haters’ field day when 


the group’s members were revealed to be salaried employees of 


Interscope) won the cred of aGrammy nomination. 

It wasn't long, Antin says, until “the girl found her thing. And 
she ran so fast with it. She finally got that it’s fun to understand your 
body and know how to work it.” 

Indeed, Scherzinger says she has become sucha believer in what 
she calls the Dolls’ “message of empowerment” that she rejects any 
description of the Dolls’ stripper-pole dance style as being the least 
bit lewd or blue. 

When pressed— You honestly dont think that the way the Dolls 


Surf's up: 
Scherzinger gets wet 
with then-boyfriend 
Talan Torriero on 
vacation in Hawaii 
in May. 





dress or dance can be described as naughty or raunchy?—she 
answers firmly: “Never. Neverina million, bazillion, trazillion years.” 
After a beat she adds, “Did you see my face? I didn’t even blink.” 


* oR 


IN THE VIDEO for “Whatever U Like,” her new album’s lead sin- 
gle, Scherzinger’s empowerment takes the following forms: She 
is manhandled by four thugs in black masks; she is forced into a 
box containing poles on which she practices a host of undulating, 
spread-legged poses; she nuzzles guest rapper T.I., while cowriter 
Sean Garrett pronounces half-rhymes such as “She hot as a stove/ 
Her name is Nicole” and T.I. manfully promises to “eat it, beat it, 
tll it’s swollen”; she smears gray mud on herself, and lies, lordot- 
ic, on a bed of hot stones; in the accent of a Bangkok prostitute, she 
beguiles, “I can love you long time/I become a big crime/Then I'll 
pull it pull it pull it.” 

Any woman who wants to join the surnameless sisterhood has 
to orchestrate her music and image in a kind of psychological shell 
game. Her songs need to be a soundtrack for her listeners’ lives but 
also need to seem to be a soundtrack for her own. Thus, to evaluate 
Scherzinger’s viability as a pledge, Blender reviews the video's high- 
lights and asks: Js this what you're like in bed? 

She screams, braying like a Jewish grandmother, “Only if ya 
lucky!” Then adds, “There's different sides to Nicole. I think there's 
a primal part in all of us. Obviously, if I wasn’t afraid to go there in 
the video, then—if you really got me—I'll go there with you too. 

So, youre not entirely unfamiliar with leather? 

Again, screams: “Aaaaah! Actually, leather scares me.” 

So you prefer handcuffs? 

“Hey! I didn’t have handcuffs in the video.” 

No. You were ina box. 

“Actually, I'm pretty simple when it comes to that stuff. I don’t 
get too rowdy. I'm more of a mental chick,” she says, twisting her 
long black hair into a single ropey mass. 

Following the theme of “Whatever U Like,” a lot of the album’s 
best songs, made with some of the industry's top producers, are 
beast-in-the-bedroom tracks: Timbaland’s “Physical,” Mad 
Scientist's “Supervillain” and Akon's “Puakenikeni” (which does >> 
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NICOLE 





for that Hawaiian flower what Georgia 
O'Keeffe did for irises; the song may be 
pop’s most direct invitation to cunnilingus 
since “Sugar Walls”). 

“The hard part,” lovine says, “is not 
doing ‘Whatever U Like. The hard part 
is the other stuff, like the haunting “Just 
Say Yes,” written by Snow Patrol’s Gary 
Lightbody, and a sexy ballad duet with 
Sting, “Power's Out,” in which she more 
than holds her own. The desktop wallpa- 
per on Scherzinger’s computer is a snap- 
shot of her with Sting in the studio. In the 
picture, she wears the embarrassed half- 
smile you've seen in almost every 1950s 
photo of teenyboppers meeting Elvis 
Presley; even as she shows off the image, 
she turns into a vulnerable stress-ball: 
“Oh, my God, I look like a dork.” Then, 
calming herself: “I mean, I sang a duet 
with Sting. That was a great day.” 

For the past two years, Scherzinger has 
spent almost every spare moment working 
on this album, for which she recorded more 
than 100 tracks, quite a few of which she 
cowrote. In the same period, she record- 
ed duets for albums by, among others, Will 
Smith, 50 Cent and Diddy (“Come to Me,” 
which she also cowrote). She's also been sin- 
gle since August, when she broke up with 
Laguna Beach surfer boy Talan Torriero; 
and she claims her love life is now mori- 
bund: blah, “married to my work,” blah, 
blah. Though she’s been engaged twice 
(once to 311 lead singer Nick Hexum) and 
gets asked out by celebrities a lot, she mod- 
estly says she’s holding out for “the hottest 
man in the universe.” 

That title, she says, could go to any of 
several guys in Hollywood, but “if I say one 
name of one dude, it’s all over, and it’s like, 
‘Nicole's a big loser, I’m not putting myself 
out for that, man. I’m no loser.” Dating 
in L.A., she says, is grim: “You get these 
crushes on guys, and then you meet them 
and you realize you just loved the role 
they were playing. Like, who doesn’t love 
Ryan Gosling after you see The Notebook? 
Then you meet the person and youre like, 
Huh? What?” 

Her Name Is Nicole is being released by 
Interscope, the biggest label in the industry, during a time of year 
typically reserved for can't-miss, superstar releases. Scherzinger, 
for all her flurries of self-doubt, is fully armed to undertake the 
coming battle for a spot on the A-list. “I want to be one of the 
greats,’ she says. “I know I have that in me. I have put the work 
in, and I will continue to put the work in. In the end, it’s all about 
your foundation.” 

Scherzinger started laying the foundation in elementary 
school. She begins the story of her childhood with the wry obser- 
vation that “you don’t meet too many little-girl hula dancers in 
Louisville, Kentucky.” She learned the moves from her mother, 
the lead dancer in a family troupe called the Sons and Daughters 
of Hawaii that toured state fairs and colleges in the South and 
Midwest. “I did it for one teacher, and word got around, so I'd be 
walking the halls barefoot in my little hula outfit, doing show-and- 
tells in all the classrooms.” 
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Infatuated with Whitney Houston, she sang along incessant- 
ly to “The Greatest Love of All,” which salved her feelings of awk- 
wardness in a Southern culture where blond hair and blue eyes 
were the metric standard of prettiness. In middle school, when the 
featured soloist got sick in chorus, Scherzinger stepped in with a 
rousing “Na Na Hey Hey Kiss Him Goodbye.” After that, she says, 
“I started writing ‘Remember me when I’m famous’ in every year- 
book, every year.” 

Now she’s on the verge. And she’s ready for the roses at the fin- 
ish line. “I never feel really deserving of things, but I have waited 
and worked so long, I am arms-wide-open to the fun stuff. I am 
ready for the fun stuff to shower on in.” 

Among the funnest of the fun she’s experiencing right now is 
her new house, which has a waterfall fountain above the mantel- 
piece, to remind her of “the waterfall in Hawaii that I would race 
all my boy cousins to jump off—I always jumped off first.” And >> 
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LUGZ 


Fashionable shoes with an attitude, Lugz is dedicated to 
offering quality and style at reasonable prices. Lugz offers 
a complete range of mens footwear, from boots and 
athletics to casual shoes. Check out the full selection at 
www.lugz.com. 
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ROCK YOUR STYLE! 


Get ready to Rock Your Style with Garnier Fructis 

and Blender! Garnier Fructis Rock Your Style brings you 

a unique and exciting music experience. Check out the 
hottest up-and-coming artists and be the first 

to hear their new tracks. Right now, 
www.garnier.com/rockyourstyle is featuring The Starting Line. 
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SAY HELLO TO YOUR NEW GUITAR 


Jam Sessions is the groundbreaking music 
experience that transforms your Nintendo DS(tm) system 
into a portable guitar, promoting singing, playing and 
songwriting while offering the perfect companion for social 
gatherings, commuting to work/school, or just relaxing at 
home. See it in action at www.myspace.com/jamsessions. 
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V: 


ROHTO® EYE DROPS 


So intense. So cooling. Feel the Eye-Drenaline. Rohto V® 
Cool for redness. Rohto V@® Ice for itch, irritation 

and burn. Rohto V® Arctic for eye strain.Experience 
Rohto® Eye Drops, and check out the newest independent 
music. The Rohto® - Blender Battle of the Bands at 

www, cool4eyes.com. 
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and the Dolls 
perform at Live 
Earth in London. 


she just bought a Bentley, after years of longing for one. The first 
time she drove the new car, “I played ‘Whatever U Like; booming 
it like crazy.” 

In the shreds of time she has when work is done, she listens 
to music (current favorites: Kanye West, M.I.A. and Feist), and 


watches comedies (her desk is guarded by a little toy platoon of 


action figures of Jon Heder from Napoleon Dynamite and Steve 


Carrell from The 40-Year-Old Virgin). She doesn’t have a lot of 


friends. The Dolls, she says, “are the only girls I know,’ and though 
she remains the group's lead singer—and Robin Antin hopes they'll 
start working on a second album soon—her PCD future depends 
to some extent on what happens with Her Name Is Nicole. 

When asked if Scherzinger is contractually obligated to stay 
with the group, Iovine says, “She doesn’t contractually have to do 


anything. This is still a free society. The Taliban haven't taken over 


yet. We're dealing with music. We're dealing with people that walk 
around and talk and get cranky. We're not dealing with mechan- 
ical things.” 


OR ARE WE? 


Off the coast of Long Beach, in a cove on Catalina Island, 
Scherzinger is fooling around between shots for the “Baby Love” 
video. Her skin looks as soft as melted brown sugar, and her bone- 
snappingly perfect curves swell from a brown bandeau bikini. She 
hula dances for the hell of it, conferring little eyelash-batting, two- 
second licks of lip-syncing seduction on flustered men who stand 
around the set. 

Then the cameras crowd in as she lies on the sand, a shirtless 
South African hunk straddling her and caressing her with one 
hand, holding a camcorder above her with the other. She sits up, 
the features of her face drift forward, and she kisses the air, the 
empty space that hangs between the lens and her lips. 

In this scene, her demeanor is softer and gentler than her danc- 
ing with the Dolls or in the video for “Whatever U Like.” But it’s still 
provocative enough that you might come away thinking that Nicole 
is just another celebrity fembot, like one of the mechanical girls in 
Austin Powers movies whose only purpose is to give pleasure. 

When Blender asks, straight up, Are you a. fembot? (and then 
explains what a fembot is), she answers, “No,” ina brisk, hard voice. 
“But I can play that role really well.” 

What's fun about playing that role? 

“There are,” she avers, “a lot funner roles,” 
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Bringing sexy 
backs at the 
2007 VMAs. 





That remark might be the best insight into how much of 
Scherzinger’s on-camera come-on is real, and how much is a role 
she’s playing. What may at first seem like ambivalence about her 
sexual image may just be the honest vagueness of pop stardom—a 


job that requires a person to present herself as a screen onto which 


fans project their fantasies. Even when she’s dancing like a gutter- 
snipe in heat, Nicole Scherzinger is not thinking about turning you 
on. She is thinking about doing her job, which is selling records, 
and becoming astar; and she believes that her job is her destiny. 

“Baby Love,’ which she cowrote, is “a song that feels like sum- 
mertime, like when you meet a new person, a new love,” she says. 
“The video is going to be a side of me that no one’s ever seen. What 
I'm like behind closed doors with my boyfriend. Just two normal 
people enjoying love and life.” Then she catches herself: “Normal 
people—ona yacht. In really expensive beachwear.” Voice breathy, 
speech screwball, twisting up and up, she ends with a goofy laugh: 
“And sunglasses: Really expensive sunglasses. And the bigger the 
sunglasses, the better. Because the bigger the sunglasses, the big- 
ger the star,’ (s#0#] 





*K See Nicole’s wet-hot video and more at Blender.com 
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LYRICISTS. 


IN ROCK 


THEY RHYME G/JRL WITH WORLD, APRICOT WITH 
GAVOTTE—AND THAT’S WHEN THEY RHYME AT ALL. 
MEET POP’S METAPHOR-TWISTING, MYSTICISM-SPOUTING, 
HALLMARK-CARD-QUOTING BARDS OF BANALITY 
*k 


By JON DOLAN, JOSH EELLS, TIM GRIERSON, ANDREW HARRISON, BEN MITCHELL, 
TONY POWER AND MARK YARM 


BLENDER.COM 
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WORST LYRICISTS 





* ANTHONY KIEDIS 


If Jim Morrison had done yoga 
and strutted onstage with a sock 
on his dick, he'd have been the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers front- 
man. While Kiedis is often fac- 

ile “American equality has always 


been sour/An attitude I would like 


to devour”), he’s also lapsed into 
downright evil: “Fuck ‘em just to 
see the look on their face.” 





Corgan gets his tongue pierced ... the hard way! 
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WORST LYRIC: “Psychic spies from 
China/Try to steal your mind's 
elation/ Little girls from Sweden/ 
Dream of silver screen quota- 
tions/And if you want these kind 
of dreams/Tt’s Californication” 
(“Californication”) 

BONUS WORSER LYRIC: “Intercourse 
with a porpoise/Is a dream for 
me/ Hell-bent on inventing/A new 
species/ Bust my britches/ Bless 
my soul/T’m afreak of nature/ | 
Walking totem pole” (“Nobody 
Weird Like Me”) 


* BILLY CORGAN 
PRETENTIOUS? MOI? 
# a eee ee ee ee ee ea 
{ Thesuspicionthat 
Corgan believes him- 
self a poet was con- 
firmed in 2004 when 
a collection of his atro- 
cious verse, Blinking 
With Fists: Poems, was 
published. Whether 
with the Smashing 
Pumpkins, 4wan or 
solo, Corgan traffies in 


— theoverwrought intel- 
lectual despair ofa 
spurned teenage diarist. 
On “Cupid de Locke” 

é 


he uses the words hath 
and ye entirely serious- 
ly. That he delivers them 
ina grating, nasal whine 
doesn't help, either. 





OB-LA-Di, 
BLAH BLAH 
BLAH. 






PAUL McCARTNEY 


Still not confined to “Yesterday”: the Wimpy 
Beatle’s sodden oeuvre 


Apparently born with neither self-examination nor introspec- 
tion genes, McCartney is the king of cloying and superficial 
rock lyrics. Less obvious while John Lennon was around to 
add acid edge to his mimsy musings, this became a big prob- 
lem as soon as McCartney went solo—where he descended 
into weedhead whimsy and sentimental cotton candy like “La 
lalalalala lovely Linda/With the lovely flowers in her hair,” 


worsT LyRic: “Ebony and ivory/Live together in perfect harmony/ 
Side byside on my piano keyboard/Oh, Lord, why don’twe’” (Paul 
McCartney and Stevie Wonder, “Ebony and Ivory”) 





WORST LYRIC: “Cause youre all 

whores and I'ma fag/And I've got 
no mother and I've got no dad/'To 
save me the wasted, save me from 


myself/T lie just to be real and I'd die 
just to feel” (Smashing Pumpkins, 


“Tales of a Scorched Earth”) 


* BRYAN ADAMS 
“SUMMER OF'68.” HEH-HEH! GET IT? 69! 


This British Columbian’s lyrics 


embody all the worst things about 
his native Great White North: 
They're syrupy asa maple tree, whit- 
erthan an Edmonton Oilers home 
stand, more generic than Canacian 
prescription drugs and full of more 
hoary metaphors than this sen- 
tence. “Now, now, protested a (fic- 
tional) official inthe South Park 
movie, “the Canadian government 
has apologized for Brvan Adams on 
several occasions!" Ifonly. >> 
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WORST LYRICISTS 


HOWTO WRITE 
_ THE WORST 
SONG EVER 


Fountains of Wayne songsmith 
Adam Schlesinger outlines the 
trade secrets of pop hackery 


There are infinite ways to write a terrible 
song, just as there are infinite ways to 
write a great song. But there are sure- 
fire shortcuts to awfulness. You can mix 
or match these IQ strategies as you see 
fit, depending on the degree of awful- 
ness desired. I'dname specific culprits 
who embody the terribleness of each 
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approach, but! have utilized several of 
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Write something political, 
without knowing anything 
about politics. 


set your diary entries to music, 
verbatim. 


Use big words you don't really 
understand, 


Have lots of different “parts” to 
your song, and don’t ever repeat 
any of these parts, 


Write a gentle acoustic ballad 
that explodes into a “loud sec- 
tion” after about four minutes. 


Combine No. 5 with lyrics reflect- 
ing your long-standing interest in 
mystical shit. 


Write a song that requires achil- 
dren's choir in the last chorus. 


Write a song about Hollywood and 
how shallow itis, (Try to use the 
word boulevard in this song.) 


Rap for the first time. 


Attempt to speak for your 
generation. 
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WORST LYRIC: “She's black coffee, 
little bit of cream/Sweet brown 
sugar, my midnight dream/ 
Black pearl, my kinda girl/Just 
the kind of thing to rock my 
world” (“Black Pearl”) 


36 - COMMON 


NEVER TRUST A Rares IN A SWEATER- sESI 


Common wasn *eabivee (lissine 
[ce Cube on “The Bitch in Yoo" 

(“I heard a ho say you her favorite 
rapper/So I had to slap her’), 

but don't be fooled—he'’s also a 
self-righteous hippie. The prin- 
cipled rhymer’s earnest neo- 

soul thoughts touch on abortion 
(“Turning this woman's womb 
into atomb”), social injustice and 
his own vegetarianism. 

WORST LYRIC: “I'm your worst 
nightmare squared/That's dou- 
ble for niggas who ain't math- 
ematically aware” (“Making a 
Name tor Ourselves’) 


35 = DASHBOARD 
CONFESSIONAL 


SELF-FLAGELLATING TEEN SPOKESMAN 
jos SADRESS 


Most of wachyle bic eighth- 
erade diaries; Chris Carrabba 
sings his. To legions of adoring 
fans, this former special-ed 
teacher's vein-opening anthems 
about love and heartbreak are 
emo gospel. To the other 99 per- 
cent of the world, they're crybaby 
doggerel. In concert, Carrabba 
will sometimes step back from 
the mic, letting his worshipping 
throng take over, Devotees call it 
athrilling, impassioned moment 
of fan/star symbiosis. We say, 
even he's too embarrassed to sing 
some of that stuff. 

WORST LYRIC: “The hint of these 
new tears are sharp/Ttry to 
choke them back, but it’s use- 
less/T am useless against them/ 
They are beating me with ease” 
(“The Sharp Hint of New Tears”) 


34 - HENRY ROLLINS 


BEEF NIRILIST 


versinies Bien e pioneers 
Black Flag broke up, this self- 
stvled Renaissance man has 
produced material that is unre- 
mittingly intense and silly. He 
claims to write only when he's 
unhappy, as is made plain by 
tracks such as “Burned Bevond 
Recognition’ and"“Gunin Mouth 
Blues”; other men would just try 
and meet more girls. 

WORST LYRIC: “I want to discon- 
nect myself/Pull my brain stem 
out and unplug myself” (Rollins 
Band, “Disconnect”) 
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DIDDY 


Hip-hop ts really about the delivery, anyway 


“Don't worry if I write rhymes; I write checks,” he famously 
bragged; sadly, Diddy sometimes insists on writing rhymes, 
too. He sometimes relies on ehostwriters, saddling his hires 
with the challenge of authoring lines corny enough to sound 
plausible clunking offthe tongue ofa guy whose own couplets 
define hip-hop corniness. To his credit, Puff’s comic oblivi- 
ousness to his vocal and musical limitations remains almost 


subversive in its capacity to infuriate hip-hop purists. 


worst Lyric: “Come here girl/Let me creep in your world/Let me 
see the backside of your moon/No Vickies only La Perl-a/Let 
me take you to Indonesia” (“Diddy Rock”) 


32 + MATISYAHU 


IF THIS IS A LENGTHY ANDY SAMBERG SKIT, 
PLEASE STOP— WE SEL It 


er i oa 


AE Faxidic Jeti fr om apuibusbany 
New York who performs roots- 
regeae in orthodox garb and 

got his start at open-mic nights. 
What could go wrong? Oy gevalt! 
Most reggae singers have ganja 
as an excuse for hazy lyrics about 
Zion and Babylon. Bodily pure 
Matthew Miller can only blame 
the truth and sunlight emanating 
trom his “humble heart.” 

WORST LYRIC: “Meno want nosin- 
semilla/That would only bring me 


down/Burn away my brain no way, 


my brain istocompound/Torah 
food for my brain letit rain till ] 
drown" (“King Without a Crown’) 





31 CARLY SIMON 


NEEDY SINGER-SONGWAITER MISTAKES 
MENSEE FOR A POET 


In ea’ early-7Os hey as V, ees 
was romantically linked to both 
Warren Beatty and Mick Jagger— 
which helped inspire a litany 

of codependent lvries in which 
she cast herself'as the whiny 
victim. While her contemporar- 
les mined their relationship woes 
for insights into human behavior, 
Simon just moped, 

WORST LYRIC:“You walked into the 
party/ Like you were walking onto 
ayacht/Your hatstrategically 
dipped below one eye/Your scarfit 
was apricot/You had one eye in the 
mirror/As you watched vourself 


gavotte’ (“You're So Vain") >> 
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WORST LYRICISTS 








WHAT RHYMES 
WITH 
DEADBEAT? 





29 - TIMBALAND 


EVEN WORSE THAN DIDDY! 


What do Aaliyah’s “Are You That 
Somebody,’ Justin Timberlake's 
“Sexy Back” and Nelly Furtado’s | 
“Promiscuous” have in common? 
They're all great songs that would 
be even better were it not for a cer- 
tain marble-mouthed producer 
dropping his clunky bon mots in 
the background. Tim may bea 
genius on the mixing boards, but 
hand hima pen and suddenly 

he's as graceful as a beluga on 
roller skates. 

WORST LYRIC: “Timbaland/ Don't you 
know Iam the man/Rock shows 
from here to Japan/ Have people 


9+ Blender.com 


shaking, shaking my hand” 
(“Are You That Somebody?”) 


28 - GREG GRAFFIN 


REVENGE OF THE NERD 


The Bad Religion singer has a 
list ofacademic qualifications 

as long as your arm—includ- 

ing a master's in geology anda 
biology Ph.D.—so it’s little won- 
der he writes exactly like a con- 
cerned student. Graffin hit the 
ground running in 1982 with 

the naive indignation of “Fuck 
Armageddon ... This Is Hell!” 
(“We're living in the denouement 
of the battle’s gripping awe”) and 
has maintained similar standards 
ever since. 














WORST LYRIC: “The arid torpor of 
inaction will be our demise” 
(“Kyoto Now’ ) 

BONUS WORSER LYRIC: “Damn your 
transcendental paralysis/We can 
work together and make sense of 
this” (“The Hopeless Housewife’) 


27 « WILLJENNINGS | 


BREAK OUT THE KLEENEX: IT’S THE NEW 
NABOB OF SOB 


The Oscar-winning hack whom 
Hollywood execs call when they 
want the needle on the schmaltz- 
o-meter to fly into the red, Jennings 
is the lyricist who makes Diane 
Warren look as sophisticated as 
Cole Porter. Celine Dion's Titanic 
nostrum, “My Heart Will Go 

On,’ was one of his. So was Eric 
Clapton’s theologically tenuous 
“Tears in Heaven.” 

WORST LYRIC: “The road is long and | 
there are mountains in our way/ 
But we climb the stairs every day” 
(Joe Cocker, “Up Where We 


Belong”) 


26 SIMONLEBON 


LUCKILY, EVERYONE WAS DISTRACTED BY 
THE VIDEOS 





Part of Britain's rich early-80s 
crop of K-Mart Bowies, Duran 
Duran built a planet-size pop 
career on half-understanding 
Andy Warhol, Philip K. Dick and 
William Burroughs. Lyricist Le 
Bon specialized in a bewildering 
mishmash of sci-fi and pop art, 
apparently translated from the 
Japanese (“Dancing on the val- 
entine’? “The union of the snake 
ison the climb”?). At least “Rio” 
and “Hungry Like the Wolf” 
seem more truthful—being about 
chicks, travel, yachts and stuff. 








Fred Durst flaunts his abs of (molten) steel. 








ROBERT PLANT'S 
WORDS SET ALOW 
BAR FOR ASPIRING 
METAL GODS. 





WORST LYRIC: “Fiery demons all 
dance when you walk through 
that door/Don't say you're easy 
on me/You're about as easy 

as anuclear war’ (“Is There 
Something I Should Know?”") 
BONUS WORSER LYRIC: “The reflex is 
an only child, he’s waiting by 
the park/The reflex is in charge 
of finding treasure in the dark” 
(“The Reflex”) 


25 KRS-ONE 


BOOGIE DOWN PRODUCTIONS’ LEADER GOES 
OLIVER STONE ON US 


Though initially revered as one 
of the first MCs to wield politi- 
cal messages, the hip-hop pio- 
neer’s raps devolved quickly from 
shrewd antigovernment obser- 
vations to crackpot tirades and 
bizarre diatribes against the FDA 
and the IRS (“In this particular 
system everyone's a slave/ Racist 
is how they want us to behave” 
from “Who Are the Pimps?”). 
“Rap needed a teacher, so I 
became it,” he boasted—but soon 
found few students willing to 
show up to class. 

WORST LYRIC: “See, cows live under 
fear and stress/‘Trying to think 
what's gonna happen next/ Fear 
and stress can become a part 

of you/In your cells 

and blood, this is true” 
(“Beef”) 


24 - FRED DURST 


BE HONEST: IT REALLY IS ALL 
ABOUT THE HE-SAID/SHE-SAID 
BULLSHIT 


Most bad lyricists wreck 
only one genre; Limp 
Bizkit’s genius was choos- 
ing both rock and rap to 
despoil. From the former, 
Durst appropriated 
macho bravado, homo- 
phobia and callow misog- 
yny; from the latter he 
took pomposity, rage and 
self-pity. Whether telling 
the kids who used to beat 
him upin high school 

to lick his famous balls 

or celebrating Britney 
Spears’s “scent,” his >> 


FEDERLINE: BRIE CHILDERS/CONTOUR PHOTOS BY GETTY IMAGES; DURST: MICHAEL TAMMARO/RETNA; PLANT: LAURANCE RATNER/WIREIMAGE 
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WORST LYRICISTS 


repulsiveness knew no bounds (or, 
for that matter, depths). 

WORST LYRIC: “Bullies always putting 
me down/Just a little skater boy 
they could pick on/I learned to 
forgive ‘em/Now I got the balls 
they can lick on” (“Lonely World”) 


ROBERT PLANT 


You have to hand it to him: Among 
those who've read The Hobbit 38 
times, Plant has probably slept 
; | withthe most women. Ifonlyhe 
HEY. BABY. THE | | didn’tsing about it, too. Zeppelin’s 
JOV-CUZZI ; | mix of Tolkien-esque fantasy, 
SEATS TWO... 69 x _ bluesy sexism, Satanism and 
Avi? flower-haired hippie whimsy set 
an astonishingly low bar for aspir- 
ing metal gods to limbo under. 
WORST LYRIC: “How years ago in days 
ofold/When magic filled the air/ 
"Twas in the darkest depths of 
Mordor/I meta girl so fair/But 
Gollum and the evil one crept up/ 
_ And slipped away with her” (Led 
Zeppelin, “Ramble On”) 


* JON BON JOVI 


EMPHATICALLY NOT A COWBOY 





ROSS MARINO/LFI. 


Many rockers see themselves as 


MALL Ti 
JUNGLE 
fi 


THE DREAM /S 
ALWAYS THE SAME. 


BA a 
» Fg 
THE ROAR... 


- 


AND THE BEAST/ 


THE 





modern-day outlaws, but Bon Jovi 
stretched the analogy to the break- 
ing point with “Wanted Dead or 
Alive.” wherein he roams around 
ona “steel horse” toting a “loaded 
six-string and claims thiat one can 
determine what day it is “by the 
bottle that you drink.” At least that 
showed some imagination, as else- 
where he contents himself with 
reheating Bruce Springsteen or— 
on 2000's horrendous “Captain 
Crash and the Beauty Queen From 
Mars’—Elton John, 


WORST LYAIC: “My heart is like an 
open highw ay/ Like Frankie said, 
‘T did it my way” (“It’s My Life”) 


* ALANIS MORISSETTE 


ONE HANDIN HER POCKET, ONE HAND MAKING 
A PEACE SIGN. NO HANDS FREE TO REACH FOR 
nbidchbr bic 


a 


Alanis nea iy surpassed Bono as 
rock's reigning inspiration for 
high school yearbook quotations 
when her 1995 album Jagged 
Little Pill sold 17 million cop- 
ies. Sadly, the cigarette-flicking 
free spirit didn't offer avery good 
example to students. She didn’t 
bother to look up fronie, pro- 
nounced theater “thea-tah” and 


FOR WEEKS, 
THE DREAM HAS 
FOLLOWED HIM 

EVERYWHERE. 


: borates ee oe 
oo" 


Se enema 


spewed ontological nonsense like 
“| don’t want to bea bandage if 
the wound is not mine.” And then 
she found God. Thanks for noth- 
me, Inclia. 

WORST LYRIC: “Do you see everything 
as an illusion?/But enjoy it even 
though you are not of it?/Are you 
both masculine and feminine?/ 
Politically aware and don't believe 
in capital punishment?” (“21 


Things I Want ina Lover”) 


* RYAN ROSS 
ASIN CITY KID WHOSE POMO PRETENSION IS 
AS THICK AS HIS EYELINER 


Curse the day that Ryan n Ross dis- 
covered thesaurus.com. The gui- 
tarist and chief lyricist for Vegas 
emo dandies Panic! At the Disco, 
Ross writes like the quill and ink- 
well never went out of fashion, 
cramming his tarantellas full of 
baroque wordplay and breath- 
less verbal curlicues. This might 
be easier to bear if they didn't also 
ooze middlebrow smarty-pants- 
ness, with “clever” references to 
Wes Anderson flicks and the col- 
lected works of Chuck Palahniuk. 
And need we even mention that 
exclamation point? 


/{T POESN'T 
SEEM LIKE | 


| 


WORST LYRIC: “And I believe this may 
call for a proper introduction/And 
well, don’t you see, I'm the narra- 
tor, and this is just the prologue?” 
(“The Only Difference Between 
Martyrdom and Suicide Is Press 
Coverage”) 


» QUEENSRYCHE 


OPERATION: RHYMECRIME 


—_——— i 


The bulk of Queensryche's awful 
oeuvre is high school poetry at its 
most pseudo-profound —the prog- 
metal band’s lone hit was guitar- 
ist Chris DeGarmo’ nonsensically 
titled “Silent Lucidity” (“Iam smil- 
ing next to you, in silent lucidity”). 
Singer Geoff Tate’s most accom- 
plished work, the 1988 concept 
album Operation: Mindcrime, 

is execrable: The plot—a villain 
named Dr. X brainwashes ajunk- 
ie into assassinating politicians— 
strives for sociopolitical impor- 
tance but plays like something 
you'd catch on the Sci FiChannel 
at A.M. 


WORST LYRIC: “Unfortunate son 
cornered, cowering in the pit/ 
Of circling panes of glass/That 
surround and reveal/The ever- 
present Tt” (“TAm I") 





A DREAM 
ANYMORE. 


BONUS WORSER LYRIC: “Remember 
making love in the rain? /Strange 
how laughter looks like erying with 
no sound, Raindrops taste like 


tears without the pain” (“Another 
Rainy Night [Without You ]”) 


* IAN ANDERSON 


NOTE TO ASPIRING MUSICIANS: STEP AWAY 
FROM THE FLUTE... 


He played the jazz flute, looked like 
an unemployed medieval barber 
and sang as ifhed contracted rabies. 
Butthe Jethro Tull frontman wasn't 
content merely seeming crazy: The 
puerile critiques of religion and 
two-dimensional character stud- 
ies of societal castotts on 1971's 
Aqualung suggested a mind capa- 
ble of thought at its least probing. 
WORST LYRIC: “Sitting on a park 
bench/ Eyeing little girls with bad 
intent/Snot running down his 
nose/ Greasy fingers smearing 
shabby clothes/Drying in the cold 
sun/ Watching as the frilly panties 
run” (“Aqualung”) 


- JON ANDERSON 


UIRICS 30 BAD THEY ALMOST BROKE UP THE AND 


——— ee 


Rush bad Ahh lyrics written by > 


BUT TODAY, SOMETHING /S 
DIFFERENT. 


{T FEELS... REAL. 


BUT THE TIME... PERHAPS 


i7 1S NOT YET RIGHT. 





SURE AM GLAD 
THIS RAIN 
FINALLY STOPPED, 
HUA H/IRO? 





their drummer; fellow prog-rock 
legends Yes had lyrics sodumb 
they allegedly provoked drum- 
mer Bill Bruford to quit the band. 
Mystically inclined lyricist Jon 
Anderson left school at age 15, 
leaving little formal education 

to hem in his interests in nature, 
space travel, Russian literature 
and sun worship. Anderson's 
imagination was so fecund a mere 
footnote in a book of Hindu spir- 
itualism inspired an entire dou- 
ble album, 1974's Tales From 
Topographic Oceans. 

WORST LYRIC: “A seasoned witch 
could call you from the depths of 


your disgrace/And rearrange your 


liver to the solid mental grace.” 
(“Close to the Edge: The Solid 
Time of Change”) 


» BEN GIBBARD 


HE ALMOST KNOCKED THE DASHBOARD 


He's the type who’ sensitive, wears 
glasses, likes long conversations, 
winter, standing by himself at 
weddings and disregarding his ex- 


girlfriends’ restraining orders. He's 


the frontman for Washington- 
state indie-rock softies Death Cab 


DID YOU WATCH THE 
SPIRITS GAME? 


\ WY wassa ~ 
\ NY MATTER, HIROP 


\| YOU'VE GOT 
THE CAT'S 
TONGUE... 


YASU, PO YOU 
BELIEVE IN 
DESTINY? 


Wy 














for Cutie, and he’s got five albums 
of come-ons so abstruse the ladies 
will barely notice him tugging on 
their ankles. Gibbard’s roman- 

tic meditations are so awesome- 
ly overwrought, alocal news 
program in Utah recently used 
DCFC's 2005 song “I Will Follow 
You Into the Dark” to expose the 
scary culture of “emos.” 

WORST LYRIC: “Your heart is a river 
that flows from your chest/ 
Through every organ/Your brain 
is the dam/And I am the fish who 
ean treach the core’ (“Lightness”) 


» BERNIE TAUPIN 


WOULD PROBABLY HAVE SUCKED AS A 


municates with his lifelong lyr- 
icist. Would you want the guy 
who wrote “IfI was asculptor— 
then again, no” (“Your Song”) and 
“It's quite peculiar in a funny sort 
of way” (“Madman Across the 
Water”) coming round for tea? 
Taupin’s many works of sublime 


badness include Starship’s 1985 hit 


“We Built This City,’ a rebellious 
anthem about how hard it is for an 
aging hippie band to keep a record 


wHE DOESNT 
HAVE YOURS! 


As 
EH, WHO'S 


GOT TIME FOR 


THAT STUFFP / 
LT : = et Ae 


TIME? HAH, FUNNY YOU 
\_SHOULE MENTION T/ME... 


ADRIAN BOOT/RETHA LIK 















deal and, more recen tly, Lestat, a 
2006 musical based on the novels 
of Anne Rice. 


WORST LYRIC: “Someone always play- 
ing corporation games/Who 
cares—theyre always changing 
corporation names/We just want 
to dance here, someone stole the 
stage/They call us irresponsible, 
write us off the page” (“We Built 
This City”) 


14+ WILLIAM 


LET'S GET RETARDED, INDEED 


Will.i.am is smart. T he Black Ey ed 
Peas leader reads books about 
wave-particle resonance and can 
talk at length about the monetary 
policy of 17th-century Portugal. So 
why does he rap like a fifth-grad- 
er at the world’s horniest spelling 
bee? “T tothe A to the S-T-E-Y/ 
Girl, you tasty”; “W-I-double- 

L spells pleasure.” Even Fergie 
knows her alphabet better than 
that. His rhymes, meanwhile, 
come offlike the work ofa person 
whose familiarity with the English 
language is glancing at best. 


WORST LYRIC: “I met a girl down at 
the disco/She said ‘Hey, hey, hey 
you, let’s go” (“My Humps”) 
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MINE APPEARS TO 
HAVE ARRIVEDS 


THE STORY ENP? 
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13 + PETER GABRIEL, MIKE 
RUTHERFORD, TONY BANKS, 
STEVE HACKETT AND PHIL 
COLLINS 


RENESIs: bala maine THAN YOU THINK 


Albums based on Greek myths. 
and Wuthering Heights. Spoken 
interludes explaining the origins 
of fantastical creatures. A rock 
opera about a Puerto Rican kid in 
New York killed by his dreams of 
freedom. Singer Peter Gabriel's 
mime makeup was about the 10th 
most pretentious thing about the 
prog-iest of prog-ers. Going solo, 
drummer Phil Collins wrote the 
worst song ever about homeless- 
ness, bassist Mike Rutherford 
formed Mike + the Mechanics, 
responsible for the worst song 
ever about an intergalactic free- 
dom fighter, and guitarist Steve 
Hackett attempted to do for Lewis 
Carroll what Robert Plant did for 
J.R.R. Tolkien. Keyboardist Tony 
Banks mainly did soundtrack 
work but is just as guilty for stand- 
ing idly by while these atrocities 


were committed. Maybe we all are. 


WORST LYRIC: “Now as the river dis- 
solves in sea/So Neptune has 


WHERE DOES 


WHERE DID IT 
BEGIN? 


| ' . wel 4 hy nee] i ly =] ate if We 


akes a Subaru, a Subaru. 


ard. Prepare to meet you 


claimed another soul/And so with 
gods and men/The sheep remain 
inside their pen/ Until the shep- 
herd leads his flock away” (“Firth 
of Fifth”) 


12> DAVID CROSBY 


A’G0S LEGEND WHO HAS TRAVELED MANY 
ROADS, USUALLY WHILE HIGH AND POSSI- 
BLY ARMED 


gg pg 


Wh en he’s n ot singing sweet har- 
monies with Stills and Nash, get- 
ting brought up on drug- and 
weapons-possession charges 

or providing sperm to Melissa 
Etheridge, the walruslike folk 
rocker finds time to pen goofy 
hippie lyrics. Crosby writes about 
everything from existential inde- 
cision (“Almost Cut My Hair”) 

to wishing he could kick drugs 
(“Monkey and the Underdog”) to 
not always remembering his own 
name (his album Jf] Could Only 
Remember My Name). 

WORST LYRIC: “Must be because 

I had the flu for Christmas/ 

And I'm not feeling up to par/ 

[t increases my paranoia/ Like 
looking into my mirror and see- 
ing a police car” (Crosby, Stills, 
Nash & Young, “Almost Cut 

My Hair") 


| WORST LYRICISTS 





|| - LARRY HENLEY AND 
JEFF SILBAR 


RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LONGEST FOUR MIN- 
UTES OF EVERY WEODING YOU'LL EVER ATTEND 


Henley had been in the 60s band 
the Newbeats; Silbarwas a hired 
gun for pop and country acts. In 
1982, these unholy hacks came 
together to write “Wind Beneath 
My Wings,” the Hallmark weep- 
er that became a smash for Bette 
Midler. Mawkishly paying tribute 
toa supportive soul “cold there in 
my shadow, the lyrics might be 
interesting ifthey honestly dis- 
sected the parasitic relationship 
at the song's center. But then your 
mom would hate it. 

WORST LYRIC: “Did you ever know 
that you're my hero? /You're eve- 
rything I wish I could be/I could 
fly higher than an eagle/For you 
are the wind beneath my wings” 
(“Wind Beneath My Wings”) 


10 - JIM MORRISON 


WHY WOULD A GUY WHO LOOKED THIS GOOD 
aHIBT LEN ian nm = ama bien 


Asa pdeciagie Ritesison was 
alleged to have readahundred >> 
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WORST LYRICISTS 





books a week. Betore his 1971 
death in a Paris bathtub the 
Lizard King made pretentious- 
rocker history fusing French 
symbolism, Blake-ian romanti- 
cism and Beat shamanism into 
dreamlike evocations of L.A. 
excess. The result: poetry a drug- 
mad hippie would come up with 
if he'd never read a single book. 
WORST LYRIC: “Breakfast where the 
news is read/ Television children 
fed/Unborn living, living, dead/ 
Bullet strikes the helmet’s head” 
(“The Unknown Soldier”) 


* DONOVAN 


LSD MAY BE ALOT OF FUN—BUT NOT IF WE HAVE 
TO LISTEN TO ENTIRE ALBUMS MADE ON IT 


The 60s folkie once claimed he 
could “write about any facet of 
the human condition’; sadly, 
Donovan chose to concentrate 
largely on the ones involving 
mermaids. The annoying hip- 
pie’s annoying hippie, Donovan 
traveled to India to see the 
Maharishi, wore robes on his 
record covers and released a 
double album for the children 
of Aquarius called Gift From a 
Flower to a Garden. Today, aman 
with his skill set would be has- 
sling people for bus fare; back 
then, he was a pop star. 

WORST LYRIC: “In love pool eyes 
float feathers after the struggle/ 
The hopes burst and shot joy all 
through the mind/Sorrow more 
distant than astar/Multi col- 
our run down over your body/ 
Then the liquid passing all into 
all/Love is hot, truth is molten” 
(“Barabajagal [ Love Is Hot ]”) 


* DIANE WARREN 


LOVE STINKS 


a —_ SS 


writer has never been married 
and doesn’t like dating. This 
estrangement from actual rela- 
tionships may help explain her 
astonishing longevity as the 
world’s most successful author 
of creepily idealized cheesy love 
songs—from Michael Bolton's 
‘How Can We Be Lovers” to 
Brandy's “Have You Ever?” and 
LeAnn Rimes’s “Can't Fight the 
Moonlight.” She has enjoyed 
more than 100 Billboard chart 
hits. Unless you're a big Cher fan, 
you haven't enjoyed any of them. 
WORST LYRIC: “Feeling your heart 
beating/And I'm wonder- 

ing what you're dreaming/ 
Wondering if it’s me you're see- 
ing/Then I kiss your eves and 
thank God we're together” 
(Aerosmith, “I Don't Want to 
Miss a Thing”) 


100 Blender.com 


| 
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PAUL STANLEY 


This is what’s wrong with being sexy 


Despite stiff competition (itself a potential Kiss song title), Stanley takes the hon- 
ors over his bandmates. Gene Simmons is too hilarious (“Ooh baby, wanna put my 
log in your fireplace”), drummer Peter Criss too “street” (“Tm a hooligan/Wont go to 
school again”) and guitarist Ace Frehley too drunk. Despite casting himselfas asensi- 
tive ladies’ man, Stanley really hits the bull’s-eye with his schoolboy cock-boasting on 


tracks such as “(You Make Me) Rock Hard” and “Love Gun.” 


woRST Lyaic: “Baby, let’s put the X in sex/Love's like a muscle, and you make me wanna 
flex” (“Let's Put the X in Sex”) 


BONUS WORSER LYRIC: “She's a dancer, a romancer/I’m a Capricorn, and shes a Cancer” 


(“C’Mon and Love Me’) 


» TOM MARSHALL 


THE POET LAUREATE OF JAM-BAND 


A prep-school friend of Phish 
frontman Trey Anastasio, 
Marshall parlayed his lack of 
instrumental chops into a gig 
as the band’s on-call lyricist— 
like the Grateful Dead’s Robert 
Hunter, only tar, far worse. 
Phishheads especially covet 
bootlegs ofa never-released 
rock opera called The Man Who 
Stepped Into Yesterday, about a 
retired Long Island Army colo- 
nel who journeys through time 


NO 
BONERS 
TO SEE 
HERE ... 


to rescue a document called the 
Helping Friendly Book from an 
evil dictator named Wilson. 
WORST LYRIC: “Guyute was the ugly 
pig/Who walked on meand 





MADE PRETENTIOUS- 
ROCKER HISTORY. 











danced a jig/That he had learned 
when he was 6/Then stopped and 
did some other tricks/Like pull- 
ing weapons from his coat/And 
holding them against my throat” 
(“Guyute”) 


* DAN FOGELBERG 


Noone can bum out a dentist's 
waiting room like this titan of 
‘70s light rock. A sometime L.A. 
session musician, Fogelberg relo- 
cated to the Rocky Mountains, 
where the thin oxygen inspired 
many ballads about strange >> 
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WORST LYRICISTS 


women, distant dads and, uh, 
sexy racehorses. His sappiest 
moment might be his 1981 ode 

to the Kentucky Derby, “Run for 
the Roses,’ in which he serenades 
a champion thoroughbred in 
weirdly erotic terms. 

WORST LYRIC: “All the long, lazy 
mornings/In pastures of green/ 
The sun on your withers/The 
wind in your mane/Could never 
prepare you/ For what lies ahead/ 
The run for the roses so red” 
(“Run for the Roses”) 


* NOEL GALLAGHER 
TO0 BUSY BEING BETTER THAN THE BEATLES 
TO EDIT FOR CLARITY 
“I'm equal part genius, equal part 
buffoon,” Manchester's drunk- 
est son once said. And fora guy of 
Noel's intelligence, half-right’s not 
bad. The man who sang“look into 
the wall of my mind's eye” prob- 
ably could've used some Ritalin 
to go with the lager and cocaine, 
since he often seemed incapable 
of following a metaphor through a 
single line, let alone a whole verse. 
But when you ve lived in a house 
called “Supernova Heights,” such 
petty considerations are probably 
beneath you. 
WORST LYRIC: “Walking slowly down 
the hall faster than a cannonball” 
(“Live Forever”) 


° SCOTT STAPP 


“The comfort of your arms 
around me/ Your tender hands 
caress my head,’ the Creed fisher 
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of men sang to the Risen Savior 
on The Passion of the Christ CD, 
[t takes no small amount of arro- 
gance to imagine Jesus wants to 
make out with you—but Stapp 
seems to have missed the bit 

in Proverbs about how “pride 
eoeth before destruction.” True 
to prophecy, Creed was eventu- 
ally laid low by their frontman’s 


me I'm free/I’m careless, | 
believe/Above all the others we'll 
fly/This brings tears to my eyes/ 
‘Cause when you are with me [’m 
free” (“My Sacrifice”) 


* NEIL PEART 
AN ACE ON THE ROTOTOMS, A TRAIN WRECK 
ON THE TYPEWRITER 


Drummers are good at many 
things: exploding, drowning 
in their own vomit, drumming. 
ut the Rush skinsman proved 
they should never write lyrics— 
or read books. Peart opuses like 
“Cygnus X-1" are richly awful 
tapestries of fantasy and science 
fiction, steeped in an eighth- 
grade understanding of Western 
philosophy. 2772, Rush's 1976 
concept album based on individ- 
ualist thinker Ayn Rand's novella 
Anthem, remains an awe-inspir- 
ing low point in the sordid rela- 
tionship between rock and ideas. 
WORST LYRIC: “I stand atopaspi- 
ral stair/An oracle confronts me 
there/He leads me on light years 
away/Through astral nights, 
galactic days” (“Oracle: The 
Dream”) 
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Mountainous pomposity, cloying spirituality, 
ham-handed metaphors: He can doitall 


IT DIDN’T HAVE to turn out this way. In the Police, 
Sting wore ripped T-shirts and wrote catchy new-wave 
songs about hookers. Sure, he name-dropped Nabokov 
in “Don't Stand So Close to Me,’ but he balanced it with 


the awesomely post-lingual “De Do Do Do, De Da Da Da.” 


But once publications labeled him “The Thinking 
Woman's Sex Symbol,’ a low-watt lightbulb popped 
on in his head, illuminating the way toward a self- 
serious future. Sting would go on to rip off Chaucer's 
Canterbury Tales, St. Augustine's Confessions ...even 
Shakespeare. 

After the Police split, Sting pursued a second career 
liberating soccer moms from their “soul cages.” Jazz 
musicians were involved. A lute was purchased. Volvo 
bumper stickers were quoted (“Ifyou love someone, 
set them free”). Surveying the Cold War, he found the 
West “conditioned to respond to all the threats/In the 
rhetorical speeches of the Soviets.” His rage at Chilean 
dictator Augusto Pinochet was so heated, he castigated 
the scoundrel in Spanish. Holy frijoles, was Sting mad! 

These searing insights befit a sociopolitical seer 
“eursed with X-ray vision’—and capable of doing folk- 
loric parables about seventh sons and mystical fisher- 
men and taking us on journeys from the battlefields 
of World War I to the ancient kingdoms of “the high 
Sahara.” But does Sting care? He doth not. He's the King 
ot Pain, kids. And no pain, no gain. .fon Dolan 


HE QUOTES 


“IF YOU LOVE SOMEONE, 


SET THEM FREE.” 


STING: DANIEL QUATAOCHIRETHA: FOGELBERG: HENRY OILTZ/CORBIS. 
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Intense Violence 
Strong Language 
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Welcome to Earth, circa 1951. The Chimera, a 
horrific species of unknown origin, have overrun 
Russia and most of Europe. And now they're 
threatening the entire planet. Armed with an 
arsenal of unique and deadly weapons, you and your 
fellow soldiers represent humanity's last hope. 


CELL 
BROADBAND 
MICROPROCESSOR’ 


PLAYSTATION.3S 
system's unique micro- 
processor architecture 
enables sophisticated 
battles-advanced en- 
emy Al, physics-based 
weapons and destruc- 
tible environments. 


PLAYSTATION’ 
NETWORK 


Join an unparalleled 
online community-form 
clans, battle other clans 
in unrivaled matches 
featuring up to 40 play- 
ers, and stay informed 
with comprehensive 
player rankings. 
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Lords of the dance: 
Justice's Xavier 

de Rosnay (left) and 
Gaspard Auge. 
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Justice get crunk 
(ina blasé, French 


i way). 


Summertime In Paris. The cafes are bustling, the 


streetlamps glowing like harvest moons. Stunning mademoiselles flit about on 
cobblestone promenades. And the laughter of crackheads fills the air. 
“There are crackheads everywhere in this neighborhood,” says Justice's 


Xavier de Rosnay. He's sitting at a sidewalk bistro in an ungentrified patch of 


the ninth arrondissement, tucked between the hard-knock immigrant neigh- 
borhood of Barbes and the neon-drenched sex shops of Pigalle. “There used to 
be one in the lobby of my girlfriend’s building. Every time I went, he harassed 
me: ‘Hey, faggot, give me your jacket. ‘Hey, faggot, give me your phone’ It was 


quite a problem.” 

Gaspard Auge, de Rosnay’s bandmate, 
has war stories of his own. “I saw a murder 
once, he says. “I was coming home at 5 A.M. 
and passed this gypsy getting beaten up by 
these black guys. It was, like, four or five 
against one. One of them hit him in the head 
with a metal bar and ... pfft. My taxi driver 
didn't even slow down.” 

In this seedy corner of Gay Paree, Justice 
fit right in. Sonically scuzzy and fashionably 
sleazy-looking, they're the marquee act on 
France's Ed Banger Records, the white-hot 


techno label slash debauchery factory found- 
ed by Daft Punk’s manager. After a couple of 
much-buzzed-about singles, the duo debut- 
edin July with +, athick, trebly album of dis- 
tortion-heavy riffage that thrilled ass-shak- 
ing hipsters and sample-digging bloggers 
alike. The NBA licensed their kiddie-chorus 
club sing-along “D.A.N.C.E.” for a promo 
spot, Justin Timberlake commissioned the 
pair to remix his “Lovestoned” and MTV 
nominated the “D.A.N.C.E.” video—one 
long, entrancing shot of morphing T-shirt 


“OURGOALISFORTHEGIRLSIN 
THE STRIP CLUBS TO BE DANCING TO 


JUSTICE 
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logos that Kanye West called “completely 
genius —for Video of the Year. 

Justice (pronounced zhoos-teece) are an 
electronica act for people who think elec- 
tronica sucks. Augé and de Rosnay grew up 
playing in rock bands and listening to grunge 
eroups like Nirvana and the Offspring, and 
their bulldozing dance jams are way more 
AC/DC than Air. “We never liked much elec- 
tronic music, de Rosnay says. “So much of it 
is boring.” Their idols are the White Stripes 
and Daft Punk—two-person crews who 
sound much louder than that. “Our goal is 
for the girls in the strip clubs to be dancing 
to Justice all night long,” he adds. “We want 
to start the party.” 


TONIGHT, THE PARTY-STARTERS really need 
to clean their rooms. Justice HQ is a mod- 
est flat on the Boulevard de Magenta that 
Auge and de Rosnay share with Bertrand de 
Langeron, a.k.a. So Me, their friend and in- 
housevisual guru. The placeisamess: Stacks 
of dog-eared magazines line the floorboards, 
cigarette butts float in half-empty coffee 
cups, abandoned Heineken bottles litter 
the countertops, and records and sneakers 
are strewn everywhere. Augé—the quieter 
of the pair, whose Gallic baritone develops 


WEST: JON SUPER/AP PHOTO. 


a slight stutter in English—shovels a pile of 
dirty clothes with his foot and smiles sheep- 
ishly. “We are, uh... not here a lot,” he says. 

The globe-trotting Justice have spent 
the past four months jetting around the 
festival circuit, rocking fields of scenesters 
from Coachella to Mount Fuji. They just 
flew in from Liverpool last night; next week 
they'll play three shows in the U.K., make a 
quick hop to Vegas for the VMAs, fly back 
to Germany, then Australia, and finally 
to Mexico City for a North American tour. 
They'll also do it all while hardly leaving 
each other's side. “We're together all the 
time,” de Rosnay says. “Even on the road— 
they give us two hotel rooms, but we only 
use one.” Pressed to come up with some- 
thing he finds annoying about his partner, 
the best de Rosnay can muster is that he's 
“too laid-back.” Auge is at even more of a 
loss. Hethinks for along moment, then says 
solemnly: “Xavier always makes a shit with 
the door open.” 

Maybe it’s their backgrounds that 
make them so compatible. Both grew up 
in Paris's middle-class suburbs—Auge 
was the son of an actor and an elemen- 
tary-school art teacher; de Rosnay’s par- 
ents worked at a hospital and a dentist's 
office—and met in Paris in 2003, while 
they were studying graphic design. Two 
weeks later, on a lark, they remixed a song 
by the English rock band Simian for a 
radio contest; when Ed Banger chief Pedro 
Winter heard the demo, retitled “We Are 
Your Friends,” at a cheese-tasting party 
at Augé’s mom’s house, he signed the duo 
on the spot. The song bounced around 
European nightclubs for a few years but 
didn’t really explode in the U.S. until the 
2006 MTV Europe Music Awards, when it 
beat out Kanye West's “Touch the Sky” for 
Best Video. West crashed the stage, rant- 
ing (possibly drunkenly) about how hed 
been robbed, and the resulting footage 
became an online sensation. 

Justice were on tour in San Francisco 
that night, so So Me accepted the award for 
them. “We saw it on YouTube like everyone 
else,’ de Rosnay says. “To be honest, we did 
not know what Kanye West looked like. We 
watched the video and asked, ‘Who is this 
black guy on TV with our friend?” 

Justice are no strangers to controversy, 
having drawn criticism for what some call 
their exploitative co-opting of Christian 
iconography. +’s song titles include 
“Genesis,” “Waters of Nazareth” and “Let 
There Be Light,” and the album's cover is 
dominated by a monolithic gold crucifix. 
“We began the group with the idea of com- 
bining church music and dance music,’ de 
Rosnay explains. “Both are music for mass- 
es. They have the power to make 10,000 
people throw their hands in the air in cel- 
ebration.” As for their stage setup—a giant 
#lowing cross in front ofa tower of Marshall 
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amps—de Rosnay sees it less as a religious 
symbol than a pop-music one, a tribute to 
'80s provocateurs like George Michael and 
Madonna. “Some people think it’s just mar- 
keting bullshit to attract attention,’ he says. 
“Other people think it’s a statement about 
the Church. I like both.” 

Visuals are paramount in the Justice 
aesthetic. Working with So Me out of their 
apartment, the two ex-graphic design- 
ers oversee everything from their sleeve 
art to Augé’s custom-made Justice belt 
buckle, aiming for an image of all-encom- 
passing hipness. “It’s just like with girls,” 
de Rosnay says. “When you meet a girl for 
the first time, you don’t care if she’s smart 
or cool or whatever. You just see that she 
has big boobs, a pretty face. Music is the 
same.” On the other hand, they never go 
out and swear they won't touch anything 
harder than cognac. “We're probably the 
only DJs in the world who never do coke,” 
de Rosnay says—not even tonight, as they 
scramble to finish a DJ-series mix that’s 
already a week overdue. 

De Rosnay popsadratt ofthe CD into his 
laptop and cuesup the first track. As Blender 
wonders what sort of epic coolness were 
about to be treated to—ketamine-addled 
Czech house? Senegalese dub-step?—out 
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of the speakers comes the keyboard intro to 
“Blinded by the Light,” by "70s AOR dino- 
saurs Manfred Mann. It seems like a bit of 
cheeky irony—until the next song plays. 
As Frankie Valli fades into Lionel Richie, 
fades into Supertramp, we wonder: Do 
Justice have the awesomest taste ever ... or 
the worst? 

“This is our favorite music, de Rosnay 
says. “We call these guys gentlemen virgins. 
They are completely earnest, totally without 
irony or sarcasm. And always in love.” 

We ask who the quintessential gentle- 
man virgin would be. 

“Michael McDonald is good,’ de Rosnay 
says. “Billy Joel. Hall and Oates would be 
if they weren't gay. Gilbert O'Sullivan is 
almost, but heis toosad. The real gentleman 
virgin has not yet given up on love.” 

Between the Offspring and Michael 
McDonald, Blender suggests that Justice's 
indie cred might be in danger. De Rosnay 
shakes his head. “We never had this cred," he 
insists. Enviable haircuts and $500 skinny 


jeans aside, he says, “We are not trying to be 


fashionable or sexy. Whatever is the chees- 
iest pop music in the world, that’s what we 
love. We are just like your neighbors.” 

He waits a beat. “Except maybejustalit- 
tle bit cooler.” f=! 
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LITTLE 
SUPERSTAR, 
EAT YOUR 
HEART OUT! 


Singer Justin 
Pierre steps out 
with instructor 
Isabel Rodriguez. 
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SPEND OUR CASH 


$848 WITH 
MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK 








WHO SAYS EMO BANDS CAN'T CHA-CHA? MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK SPEND BLENDER’S MONEY ON SOME 


NINE DAYS AND counting. That's 
how long Josh Cain, guitarist for 
the Minneapolis-based emo five- 
some Motion City Soundtrack, has 
left as a free man. It’s late August, 
and two Saturdays from now the 
31-year-old musician will stand be- 
fore 150 friends and family mem- 
bers on the grounds of a historic 
mansion in Minneapolis and take 
Jill Lipski, his girlfriend of 10 years, 
as his lawfully wedded wife. 

All the plans are in place— 
“We're having a build-your-own- 
nacho bar!" the groom-to-be en- 
thuses—but given Cain's hectic 
touring schedule, the couple never 
quite got around to taking dance lessons. “I 
can only dance with a guitar in my hands. 
So as long as I can pick her up and pretend 
she’s a guitar, I'll be all right,” he reasons. 

Then again, handling your bride like a 
Flying V seems like an inauspicious way to 
begin a lifelong union based on mutual re- 
spect. That's why Cain and his bandmates— 
singer Justin Pierre, bassist Matt Taylor, 
drummer Tony Thaxton and Moog player 
Jesse Johnson—have decided to use $848 of 
Blender’s money to buy the whole group a 
crash course in tripping the light fantastic. 

At the Empire Dance studio in New 
York, the day’s head instructor, a lithe 
brunette named Isabel Rodriguez, starts 
things off by running through some fun- 
damental swing steps. To their credit, the 
guys aren’t half bad. It’s not until each of 
them is paired with a female partner and 
the music starts pumping that the real 
panic at the disco sets in. But amid all the 
furrowed brows and flailing limbs, John- 
son is busting out some moves worthy of 
a Squirrel Nut Zippers video. (Turns out 
the keyboardist took a swing class back 
in ninth grade.) It’s fair to say that, for the 
other four musicians, the answer to that 
all-important question, So you think you 
can dance? is a resounding Hell, no! 

They may be a shambles on the dance 
floor, but everything else is looking good 
for Motion City Soundtrack these days: 
They're about to release Even If It Kills 
Me, their third and most accomplished al- 
bum. Produced by a trinity of music vets— 


SORELY NEEDED DANCE LESSONS 
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The swing set (from left): Matt Taylor, Tony Thaxton, Josh Cain, 


Justin Pierre, Jesse Johrison and instructors, 





former Cars frontman Ric Ocasek, Foun- 
tains of Wayne bassist Adam Schlesinger 
and Girls Against Boys bassist-keyboardist 
Eli Janney—the disc is packed with conta- 
gious pop songs about breakups and break- 
downs and leavened with silly references to 
Indiana Jones and Transformers. 

Motion City Soundtrack have also been 
basking in what Pierre describes as “an ey- 
erlasting glow” since June, when the singer 
emerged from a stint in rehab. “While we 
were writing and recording this album, I 
was sober,” recounts Pierre, who has strug- 
gled with addictions to both drugs and al- 
cohol. “But about a week before we finished 
the record, my girlfriend and I ended our 
union, and I went out and got complete- 
ly blitzed. I threw up all over my bed, my 
room, my everything. It was disgusting.” 
Pierre sobered up for a short while after 
that, but soon enough he set out on what 
turned into a two-week bender. When the 
singer's family intervened, he checked into 


HOW THEY SPENT IT 
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the Fairview chemical-dependency 
treatment center in Minneapolis 
for a monthlong stay. 

“I visited there for three of the 
days,” Cain recalls. “They had ther- 
apy sessions where Justin had to 
reveal all this stuff in front of his 
family.” 

“It was really hard,” Pierre says 
of the experience. “Who wants 
to tell their parents they smoked 
crack?” 

Despite the drama surround- 
ing their breakup, the singer and 
his ex remain good friends. In 
fact, Pierre is still taking her as 
his date to Cain’s wedding. And if today’s 
dance lesson is any indication, she’s going 
to have quite a time keeping up with him. 
What he lacks in technical skills, he more 
than makes up for in enthusiasm—Pierre 
is positively gleeful as he (literally) sweeps 
the head instructor off her feet. Sure, he’s 
a show-off—but would you expect any- 
thing less from a lead singer whose hair ap- 
proaches troll-doll-like proportions? 

When the class comes to a close, the 
group and their instructors break out the 
bubbly (and ginger ale, for Pierre) to toast 
Cain, who'll soon become the band’s lone 
married. After Motion City Soundtrack 
bid their dance partners farewell, the boys 
take some time to reflect on the afternoon's 
activities. Thaxton, for one, found the ex- 
perience slightly humiliating. “When we 
were done dancing and we walked off, our 
manager told me, ‘Youre stiff,” the drum- 
mer says, before delivering his punch line: 
“But that could've meant something else.” 
At that, the rest of the band joins him in a 
hearty, “Hey-ohh!” 

And how did the groom-to-be fair? “My 
partner, Charlotte, was trying to do the dip 
and she decided, Maybe I should step for- 
ward a moment, Cain says, wincing at the 
memory. “I got a knee to my nuts! I didn't 
get knocked out or anything; it was just a 
little tap on the junk.” Narrowly avoiding 
severe groin injuries—always a good thing. 
And something for which Cain's bride will 
undoubtedly be grateful on their wedding 
night, feel 
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Across the country, hip-hop dance crazes are getting their start not on BET or in nightclubs, but on YouTube. Here, 


By JONAH WEINER 
Photographs by MICHAEL SCHMELLING 





( THE SPONGEBOB ) 


RIVERDANCE FOR THE SNAP-MUSIC SET 


Rapper Young G, 18, created this move, 
aslightly slower version of one that 
originated in Baltimore: You do alittle jig, 
kicking one leg behind the other in quick 
succession. “I first saw it on YouTube, and 

[ didn’t know where it came from,’ G tells 
Blender.“Then some cats from Baltimore 
came on my MySpace and said I stole their 
stuff” “Spongebob”—the dance and G’s 
accompanying song—has become a regional 
hit, winning him opening spots for Ludacris 
and Yung Joc. Here, Erica Daniels, Destiny 
Fontaine and Amari Harper demonstrate 
the step. Why is it named after the squishy 
Nickelodeon hero? “Watch the cartoon,” G 
says. “Check out the way he moves his legs 
when he swims—that’s what's up.” 


YouTube search: “YOUNG G” + “SPONGEBOB” 
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Atlanta’s finest dance crews teach us the latest and greatest homegrown moves 





7 


Blender.com LI1 





112 Blender.com 


HIP-HOP DANCES 
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THE HEIZMAN 


LIKE SAYING, “TALK TO THE HAND,” BUT FUNNIER 












Inspired by the figure atop college football’s Heisman Trophy, 
this step originated as a way to rebuff unwanted advances 
on the dance floor. You bounce in place, cross and uncross 
your arms, then assume the Heisman’s immortal stiff-armed 
stance—ideally, in someone’ face. 3rd Flo's single “Do That 
Heizman” popularized the dance (sample lyric: “Shawty fine... no 
bank? Do the Heizman on that ho’). Butit’s not gender-specific, 
as Elasia Jackson (right) insists. “When you out having fun ata 

party anda fellacomes all up in your face with their breath stank,” 
she says, “you do that Heizman on him.” 


YouTube search: “3AD FLO” + “HEIZMAN" 
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The 'M SO PRETTY 


This vanity-themed move is in its infancy—there’s no companion song yet and no established name. 
“You got} your mirror in front of you and you putting on your lipstick or whatever, and you saying, ‘Look at 
me, explains Christina Jones (left). ‘It’s for all the girls that want to be the center of attention.” 








The ROAD RUNNER 


Like the Supaman and the Spongebob, this dance draws on cartoon iconography: You crouch forward, bend one 
leg like aspeed skater and quickly churn your arms, emulating Wile E. Coyote'’s nemesis. The song “Road Runner” 
was created by Augusta, Georgia, duo Them Concrete Boyz, who asked 10th- “grade dance trio the Showtimers 
(above) to come up with astep for it. “It's agood workout, says Kim West (right). “When you're done, youre tired!” 


YouTube search: “CONCRETE BOYZ” + “ROADRUNNER” 
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The ROCK MAN 


This step was popularized by Decatur, Georgia, rapper Montana da Mac's “Rock On (Do the Rock Man)” and 
taps into the “Party Like a Rock Star” trend. “It’s got that mosh-pit thing going, and anyone can do it; it’s just 
air guitar and a lot of headbanging,’ says Torre Green (far right) of local dance team Masters of Crankin. 


YouTube search: “MONTANA DA MAC” + “ROCK MAN" 








The YANK 


Soulja Boy’s backup dancers—four guys known as Cash Camp—invented this. One of the more complicated steps 
on the scene, it involves sweeping high-fives, wipe-on/wipe-offaction and revving imaginary motorcycle 
handles—or, as Christina Jones (right) envisions it, twisting an ignition key. “Say you turned on your car, but it 
won't start, and you gotta keep crankin it,” Jones says. “It’s that flip of the wrist.” 


You Tube search: “CASH CAMP" + “YANK” 
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Enter a mystical world where a heroine is caught 
between survival and vengeance. With the 
Heavenly Sword, Nariko mercilessly eviscerates 
her enemies using three different sword stances. 
Soan youl discover why no hero has been more deadly. 


CELL 
BROADBAND 
ENGINE” 


The Cell Broadband 
Engine allows you to 
encounter legions of 
enemies with their own 
individual, group and 
squac-based Al, ensuring 
that you'llnever have the 


Same experience twice. 


And why vengeance has never been so beautiful. 


BLU-RAY™ 
DISC 


From high-resolution 
model data to count- 
less physics, Al and 
animation programs, 
the massive amount 
of data in Heavenly 
sword is only deliver- 
able on Blu-ray. 
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KILLER SOUNDTRACK 


How Marty O'Donnell, audio director 


for the trilogy, orchestrated a war 
against the human race 


IN THE BEGINNING 


“We had a last-minute chance to show off Halo 


at the Macworld expo in 1999—though at the 
time we just called it Blam, because it had lots 


of explosions. | wrote the score and recorded it 


in one weekend.” 
PROG-ROCK FLAVOR 


“Halo 2 took a slightly different approach, with 
artists like Incubus and Steve Vai contributing. 
Halo 3 is a return to the first game's sound, but 


with some prog-rock-fusion underpinnings— 
which really shows my age.” 


STEVE VAI? 

“Steve called his sons and told them he'd just 
been recording for the Halo 2 soundtrack. He 
said it was the first time in his life his sons 
thought he was cool. Typical kids.” 


DO IT YOURSELF 

“For online multiplayer, we don't have music, 
because you're just jumping in there to kill 
the other guy. But you can play your own 
soundtrack off your Xbox 360. If you want to 
hear Britney Spears while you're playing 


Halo 3, that’s fine with me.” Tom Conlon 


-————- Ce — 





| Worn 5 guitarist 
James Valentine's 


avatar: “Hey, ladies 
». and fat dudes pre- 
_ tending to be ladies.” 


PLANETS OF SOUND 


As if you weren't wasting enough time online already, along come two new 
virtual worlds for music lovers 





These days, it seems as if you can’t throw a virtual rock without 
hitting the avatar of a musician making a promotional appearance in 
Second Life or There. Now, artists have two new digital worlds—both 
specifically focused on music—in which to interact with their fans. 

In August, developer Doppelganger launched vSide, a teencentric 
music community. Doppelganger also provides the technology for 
MTV's vLES, a virtual re-creation of Manhattan's hipster-filled Lower East Side 
neighborhood, which is not open to the uncool masses yet. Both sites encourage 
users to discover—and labels to promote—new music, whether it’s through in- 
world rock and dance clubs, radio broadcasts or special artist events. (Earlier 
this year, vSide’s previous incarnation, the Music Lounge, hosted online meet and 
greets with both the Pussycat Dolls and Maroon 5.) 

“You can go to MySpace or an artist’s Web site to listen to music, but it’s a very 
flat experience compared to a 3-D, music-oriented world,” says Dop] velganger CEO 
Tim Stevens. “On vside, you're actually having conversations with other fans, not 
just leaving a message for somebody on a forum.” Merk Yierm 





A BRIEF HISTORY OF VIDEO-GAME MOVIES 


y's singer and 


have in common? Both starred in video-game flicks! 
{ACADEMY 
| AWARDS, HERE | 


f 1 
z | COME! 


TRON 

Jeff Bridges is 
zapped inside a 
computer and 
must battle 
bad guys wear- 
ing cheesy 
neon-striped 
bodysuits. 


Totally awesome. 
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WAR GAMES 
Matthew 
Broderick 

plays Global 
Thermonuclear 
War against 

a military 
computer that 
takes the game 


seriously ... very 


seriously. Save 
us, Ferris! 


THE LAST 
STARFIGHTER 
An arcade cham- 
pion is recruited 
to battle aliens in 
a galaxy far, far 
away. We knew 
all those hours 
spent playing 
Defender would 
pay off somehow. 


THE WIZARD 
Fred Savage and 
his onscreen 
brother hitch- 
hike cross-coun- 
try to get toa 
gaming tourna- 
ment, Future 
Rilo Kiley hottie 
Jenny Lewis 
costars. 


SUPER MARIO 
BROS. 

Bob Hoskins 
(Mario) and 
John Leguizamo 
(Luigi) star in 
the first movie 
adaptation of 

a video game. 
The genre has 
nowhere to go 
but up. 


STREET 
FIGHTER 
Jean-Claude Van 
Damme Opens 
can after can 

of whup-ass in 
this goofy action 
flick “based on 
Capcom's fight- 
INE Fame, 


Ly 


MORTAL 
KOMBAT 
The controver- 
sial Midway 
Fame comes to 
the big screen, 
with enough 
beat-downs to 
make vou feel 
like your spine 


has been ripped 


out. 





ADAM LEVINE: KEVIN MAZUFL WIREIMAGE: TRON: DISHEY/ZUMA PRESS; THE LAST STARFIGHTER: UNIVERSAL PICTURES/EVERETT COLLECTION: 


THE WIZARE: UNIVERSAL PICTURES/EVERETT COLLECTION: STREET FIGHTER: COLUMBLA PICTURES/EVERETT COLLECTION, 
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Mild Blood i 


Mild Language 
Violence 


wi 


Game Experience May 


rh A Game By Developed By Published By 
Change During Ontine Flay 


ACTIVISION. 


*_200'7 INTEL eh ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. INTEL, THE INTEL LOGO, 
INTEL CORE «aNo CORE I IDE ARE TRADEMARKS OF INTEL CORPORATION it 
THE U.S. AND OTHER COMNTRIES. 

. [007 io SoOrTwarRe, inc. ALL FIGHTS RESERVED. PUBLISHED AHD 
DISTRIBUTED AY ACTIVISION PUBLISHING. INE, UNDER LIGEMSE. DEVELOPEGS 
BY SPLASH DAMAGE LTO.ENEMY TERRITORY: QUAKE WARS AND ID ARE 
TRADEMARES OF IO SOFTWARE. INC. ACTIVISION IS 4 REGISTERED TRADEMARE 
oF ACTIVISION PUBLISHING, ING. THE RATINGS ICON 16 A REGISTERED 
TRADEMARK OF THE ENTERTAINMENT SOFTWARE ASSOCIATION. ALL OTHER 
TRADEMARKS AHD TRADE HAMES ARE THE PROPERTIES OF THEIR 
SRESPECTIVE OWNERS. 
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iPod pastimes 
(clockwise from top 
left): musika, The 
Sims Bowling, Tetris — 
and Royal Solitaire. 





LEADER OF THE PAC 


Pac-Man Fever turned 25 this year. The 
songwriters behind the landmark album 
reflect on their accomplishment 


ADDICTED TO PAC-MAN 

Pac-Man Fever's title track was born when 
jingle writers Jerry Buckner and Gary Garcia 
got hooked on the game at an Atlanta bar. “We 
thought, There's a song in this,” Buckner says. 
The single went to No. 9 on the Billboard chart. 


CAPITALIZING ON SUCCESS 

CBS Records ordered an album of video-game 
songs soon after “Pac-Man Fever's” initial 
release. “We'd go out at night, play games, 
write the songs and record them the next day,” _ 
Buckner says. Three weeks later, they had tracks 
about Donkey Kong, Asteroids and Frogger. 


CAPTURING THE SOUND 

“We brought a recorder to arcades to get the 
sound effects,” Garcia says. The Pac-Man 
sounds were recorded in a deli, and on the 
master tape you can hear a man ordering a 
sandwich in the background. 


THE LEGACY 

“Pac-Man Fever’ was mentioned on The 
simpsons,” Buckner says with pride. Adds 
Garcia: “You know you've made it when Homer 
requests your song.” Dun Reilly 


PLAY YOUR POD 


Your favorite music device has become one hot gaming machine 


In August, designer Masaya Matsuura, the man behind 1996's highly 
influential (and highly silly) hip-hop game PaRappa the Rapper, 
released musika, his most buzzed-about title in years. But Matsuura’s 
new music-puzzle isn't for the Xbox 360, the PS3 or even the Wii. 
You can only play musta on your 1Pod. 

iPod games are a small but growing segment of what's known as 
mobile gaming. In 2006's fourth quarter, Americans downloaded 
$151 million worth of these quick, easy and cheap diversions for their cell phones and 
other devices, an increase of 61 percent year-over-year. Apple, which has a games 
section on its iTunes store, would like a bigger piece of the mobile-gaming pie. As 
would game makers. “ ‘Publishers see an opportunity because of the large number of 
iPods out there,” says Stan Ng, senior director of iPod product marketing. 

“1Pod games are an opportunity for us,” says James Holloway, managing producer 
of emerging platforms at EA Mobile. “You can mash up different types of genres and 
licenses to make something interesting and new.’ To that end, EA has put out titles 
like The Sims Bowling and The Sims Pool. But the iTunes store's best-selling titles 
are still “the ones that are easy to understand,” Ng says. “Tetris and Ms. Pac-Man 
have done very, very well.” dun Ackerman 
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SWORD MAKES 
MEFEEL 


INADEQUATE. _/ 
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POKEMON: 
THE FIRST 
MOVIE 


This animated 


take on Pokémon, 


initially released 
in Japan, helped 
turn the addic- 
tive role-playing 
game into a 
global phenom- 
enon. 
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LARA CROFT: 
TOMB RAIDER 
Angelina Jolie 
brought the 
iconic gaming 
heroine to life in 
this blockbuster 
hit. Thousands 
of 40-year-old 
virgins simul- 
tancously wept 
for joy. 


RESIDENT 
EVIL 





The highly 


cinematic 
zombie-killing 
game becomes 
amovie, resur- 
recting Milla 
Jovovich's acting 
career from the 
grave. Thanks 
for nothing. 


HOUSE OF 
THE DEAD 
Director Uwe 
Boll's dismal 
take on the 
arcade shoater. 
Boll currently 
holds the record 
for the most 
failed game-to- 


film adaptations. 


DOOM 

Memo to film- 
makers who 
want to turn a 
gajillion-selling 
computer came 
into an equally 
successfu 
movie: Do not 
cast The Rock. 


SILENT HILL 
Fans consider 
this horror flick 
ahigh point 

in the films- 
based-on-games 
genre—which 
is kind of like 
having the 
smoothest skin 
at the leper 
colony. 


THE KING OF 
KONG 

The reigning 
Donkey Kong 
champ tries to 
fend off a chal- 
lenger in this 
documentary. 
A dramatized 
version is in 
the works. 
Dead Pear 
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‘potential 


NOKIA 
Nseries 


Built-in GPS, free world maps and a 

5-megapixel camera are just the start. 

We've also left the Nokia N95 open to 
enhancement - so its potential is truly unlimited. 
Get yours and discover and share what's happening 

at the hottest clubs like the Hammerstein Ballroom, 

The Fillmore New York at Irving Plaza, Roseland Beto 
or Blender Theater at Gramercy. 


Nokia N95 . 


Open to anything 


For more info go to nseries.com/open 


Check out the latest events at these clubs: 


YORK ALIgviNG PLAZA 239 West 52nd 5f., h¥C 
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Sea aT ae MERCY 





Ya - ©2007 Nokia. All rights reserved. Nokia, Nseries and.N9S are trademarks or registered trademarks of the Nokia Corporation. Other company and product names may be trademarks or trade names of their respective owners. - 
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PRODUCTS RANGE FROM 
EVERYONE 10+ To TEEN 
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Turn the volume up on your next get-together. Battle it out, 
sing a duet or just go solo with hundreds of hit songs, great 
artists and real music videos. From pop to rock to ’8Os 
and more, everybody shines on a SingStar mic. So get your 
party started. With SingStar, it’s bound to hit the charts. 


Whaling Hee vee 
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CONNECT | 


GEEK FILES: 


WU EDITION 


As the release of the Wu-Tang Clan’s album The 8 Diagrams draws 
near, the crew's biggest gamers let their dweeb flags fly Mark verm 
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“World of a 
Legend “Ms. Pac-Man. I'm Myst, a puzzle 
long fuck- body online.” dude. your mind. 
Ing game. 
GAMING DRUG “Blunts.” “The chronic.” “The ooo-wee.” “Weed.” 
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“The graphics 
and the story line 


WU-TANG: 
SHAOLIN STYLE 


“It was good, but 


a “A classic. Ice-T 
not as exciting as 


told me his favorite 


“A cult classic. | 
think it should be 
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Featuring hit songs by: 
U2 
Fall Out Boy 


Gorillaz 
Stone Temple Pilots 
Rihanna 
The Killers 
Run DMC 
Nirvana 
Madonna 
Alicia Keys 
Culture Club 
Duran Duran 
The Police 
Radiohead 
Destiny's Child 


and many more... 


PlayStation.c 2 


METHOD MAN: DANIEL ELLIOTT/LFI: POT LEAF: STEVE GORTON/GETTY IMAGES: ODB: SHAREIF ZIYADAT/FILMMAGIC. 
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_.  JHIS HOLIDAY SEASON, THE THIRD 

__.-. INSTALLMENT OF THE MIGHTY GUITAR 
HERO FRANCHISE WILL GO HEAD-TO-HEAD 
WITH THE AMBITIOUS NEW MUSIC GAME 
ROCK BAND. LET THE BATTLE OF THE 
(FAKE) BANDS BEGIN! 


By DAVID PEISNER \ 
Photographs by PETER YANG 


= 


ONAWARM Tuesday in late August, the offic- 
es of Harmonix Music Systems are in a state of 
flux. Located in a fashionably grungy section 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, the space was 
home to Harvard University auxiliary depart- 
ments before Harmonix moved in last month. 
Boxes line the halls, electric and acoustic gui- 
tars are strewn everywhere, large posters of 
Pink Floyd and Xena: Warrior Princess dot 
the otherwise stark-white walls and a sign for 
what was once the Davis Center for Russian 
and Eurasian Studies has been scribbled over to 
read: THE SAMMY DAVIS JR. CENTER FOR ROCK 
*N ROLL STUDIES. 

“We just moved in, so this building is kind 
of sterile,” apologizes Kasson Crooker, a pro- >> 
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ducer. “But it’s an amazing place to work. 
When Motley Crie were playing, the com- 
pany took everyone to goseethem and hired 
abus so we could all drink.” 

But at this moment, the folks at 
Harmonix are all business. Down a quiet 
hallwayandasmallsetofstairs,a half-dozen 
guys Wearing cumbersome headphones sit 
staring at their flat-screen monitors, fin- 
gering black-and-white plastic guitars and 
bobbing their heads silently. Perched on a 
stool behind a four-piece drum pad in the 
back corner, a young doughy guy with glass- 
es bangs out muted beats and gazes at the 
screen in front of him. 

This is the team charged with testing 
Rock Band, one of this season’s most hotly 
anticipated video games, It hits shelves in 
November—not long after the release of 
Guitar Hero II: Legends of Rock, the latest 
installment of the wildly successful Guitar 
Hero series that, until recently, was also 
developed by Harmonix. 

For the uninitiated, the Guitar Hero 
concept is simple: Players simulate the gui- 
tar parts for a wide range of rock songs by 
triggering buttons on a plastic ax, earning 
points and building a virtual career. Rock 
Band is a natural progression from that 
model, adding drums and a microphone to 
allow players to create a fully functioning 
simulated band. 

The fierce competition between these 
two titles has been the talk of the gaming 
world. In January, Guitar Hero's publish- 
er, RedOctane, which had recently been 
acquired by the gaming giant Activision, 
shocked many by bringing in a new devel- 
oper, Neversoft, to replace Harmonix 
for Guitar Hero's third iteration. A few 
months later, Harmonix, which itself had 
recently been bought by MTV, announced 
Rock Band would be going head-to-head 
with the Guitar Hero franchise they'd 
birthed. 

Both Harmonix and RedOctane cite the 
changing business environment, and some 
version of the old “creative differences” saw 
to explain the dissolution of their success- 
ful partnership. As is often the case with 
breakups, this description is both true and 
woefully inadequate. 


KEE 


HARMONIX WAS FOUNDED in 1995 by Alex 
Rigopulos and Eran Egozy, MIT grad- 
uates who'd met while working in the 
universitys media lab. Both were musi- 
clans—Rigopulos a drummer, Egozy a 
clarinetist—and conceived Harmonix not 
as a video-game developer but a music- 
technology company. “Everybody has 
an innate desire to make music and tries 
at some point to learn an instrument,” 
Rigopulos explains. “Almost all quit in 
frustration. We felt this problem was trag- 
icand started Harmonix to solve it.” >> 
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MONSTERS OF ROCK 


How do the two games vying to blow your amps this Christmas stack up? 


ROCKBAND | GUITARHEROIII 


THE TEAM 


MTV Games (publisher); 
Harmonix (developer) 


RedOctane /Activision (publisher); 
Neversoft (developer) 


RELEASE DATE 


November October 28 
. PLATFORMS 
Xbox 360, PS3 


Xbox 360, PS3, PS2, Wii 


$199 (includesallperipherals) | $90(PS2, Wii); SIO0 (Xbox 360, PS3) 
PERIPHERALS _ 


Wired or wireless replica Fender Stratocaster; 
four circular drum pads with kick 
pedal: microphone 


Multiplayer online play; new songs 
to download every week, plus some 
full albums 


Wireless replica Gibson Les Paul for 
Xbox 360, PS3 and Wii: wireless replica 
Gibson Kramer for PS2 


ONLINE FEATURES 


Multiplayer online gaming for Xbox 360, PS3 
and Wii; at least three new downloadable 
songs amonth 


SONG SELECTION 


Packaged with 40 songs, including Nirvana's 
“In Bloom,” Metallica's “Enter Sandman,” 

the Rolling Stones’ “Gimme Shelter,” 
Soundgarden’s “Black Hole Sun,” Pixies’ “Wave 
of Mutilation,” Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ “Maps” 


Packaged with 74 songs, including Guns N’ 
Roses’ “Welcome to the Jungle,” Metallica's 
“One,” the Rolling Stones’ “Paint It Black,” 
lron Maiden's “Number of the Beast,” the Sex 
Pistols’ “Anarchy in the U.K.” 


REAL ROCK-STAR SPOKESMAN 


“Rock Band gives anew insight into the sep- 
arate parts people play,” says “Little Steven” 
Van Zandt, chairman of the Rock Band Music 
Advisory Board, which willhelp steer the 
game's musical direction. “Most people have 
no idea what the bass player is doing. Now, you 
can actually hear.” 





“Guitar Herois one of the most perfect games. | 
felt like a little kid again when | got into it,” says 
Velvet Revolver’s Slash, who appears in ani- 
mated form in GHIll. “It was cool to be associat- 
ed with—and the timing was perfect, because 
I'd just gotten done beating Guitar Hero Iland 
was ready to move on.” 


Game faces: 
Players “strum” 
Rock Bands Fender 
Stratocaster (left) 
and GHIIfs 
Gibson Les Paul. 









OK HER: TANK: CALVIN KLEIN; JEANS: GOLOSIGN: BOOTS: EL DANTEE COLITIAF 


—a mer Si se 


— ae 


THREE. THRILLERS 
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Exclusive 
Bonus Footage RANKS y 
iy 


DOUBLE DOSE INTERVIEW STEPHEN A, Nee NING AS 
Sy = WITH THE DIRECTORS APTATIO 
& CAST OF GRINDHOUSE 


EXTENDED AND UNRATED 


Now, BLOCKBUSTER brings you exclusive access to hot new releases from otic 
acclaimed producers, The Weinstein Company. See Death Proof, Planet iemeuck 
1408, now with exclusive white-knuckle-inducing bonus footage. Rent them today 
at your local BLOCKBUSTER store or online at www.blockbuster.com. 


- - 


He the a tratlers and: sneak peek bonus footage at www. y.blockbusterexclusive.< com. 


IN-STORE: DVDs are avai lable for rent/sale at participating BLOCKBUSTER stores. Membership rules apply to in-store rentals; see store ——— terms and conditions, ONLINE: BvDsavailable 
for rentat BLOCKBUSTER Online? Subscription required for online rentals. See blockbuster.com for complete BLOCKBUSTER Online terms and conditions. BLOCKBUSTER name, designand 
“ related marks a are nee af Blockbuster Inc. ©2007 Blockbuster Inc. All rights reserved. @2007 The Weinstein ANE aa Inc: All iim reserved. Distributed by Genius Products, LLC. 
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‘_ Guitar Hero 


I: Man, Kiss. 


fot fat. 


The company floundered for its first 
few years, when it was putting out interac- 
tive-music CD-ROMs but turned to video 
games in the late 90s after seeing how pop- 
ular music-based games were in Japan. 
They eventually achieved moderate suc- 
cess with the Karaoke Revolution series, 
but when RedOctane—then a small pub- 
lisher known more for making video-game 
peripherals—contacted Harmonix about 
developing the first Guitar Hero, music 
gaming was still considered a niche catego- 
ry in the U.S. In the months after its 2005 
release, Guitar Hero changed that. The 
game became a massive hit and a cultur- 
al phenomenon, spawning a 2006 sequel 
that added multiplayer modes, download- 
able content and the ability to play bass 
or rhythm-guitar parts. To date, GH/ and 
GHIT have sold more than 5 million units, 
generating $375 million in sales. 

Success attracted suitors. In mid- 
2006, Activision spent $100 million to 
buy RedOctane; a few months later, MTV 
snatched up Harmonix for $175 million. 
Harmonix was under contract to work on 
GH and an expansion pack called Guitar 
Hero Encore: Rocks the 80s, but fissures in 
the companies relationship soon emerged. 

“Honestly, working on Guitar Hero 
Encore: Rocks the 8Os, we didn’t seem like 
ateam, says Activision's chief music execu- 
tive, Tim Riley. “Not everyone had the same 
goal in mind.” 

By the time the two companies began 
collaborating on the 80s disc, RedOctane 
had already brought in Neversoft—the 
studio behind the successful Tony Hawk 
series—to work on GH/JI, and Harmonix 
was working on Rock Band with MTV. “It 
was a very weird relationship,” explains 
RedOctane COO Charles Huang. “We had 
to put up these fake walls so they wouldn't 
know what we were doing on Guitar Hero 
I, and they had to protect whatever they 
were doing on Rock Band. If you thought 
ofa great song for Rocks the 8Os but heard 
[a colleague] say, ‘We might use that in 


152 Blendencown 
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Guitar Hero IIT; you had to keep quiet. 

“The split, sad as it was, was largely pre- 
dictable, given the vision both companies 
had,” Huang continues. “We had a vision 
of taking music games to broader audienc- 
es. To do that, we had to put GHJ/T out on 
all the different platforms. Harmonix has 
devoted their resources to including drums 
and vocals, but as a consequence, Rock 
Band comes out on just two platforms this 
Christmas.” 

While it’s true that Rock Band will be 
available only on the Xbox 360 and PS3 
in 2007—as compared to GHIIT, which 
will be released on Xbox 360, PS3, PS2 
and Wii—Rigopulos promises it will be 
on every platform over time and disputes 
Huang’s assertion that GHI// will appeal 
to a broader audience. “Neversoft is con- 
solidating the base by going really deep 
with more metal,” Rigopulos says. “In the 
case of Rock Band, with everything from 
the choice of music to the sensibility of the 
game, we're really aiming ina more acces- 
sible direction.” 

Ina Harmonix conference room outtit- 


ted with a 50-inch flat-screen TV, Blender 


COMBINED, 





independent volume control for the vocals. 
Finally, there are the drums: Sitting behind 
the pads as our makeshift band dives 
into Nirvana's “In Bloom,’ blender spends 
most of the song missing every fill and try- 
ing to catch up with the beat. But the rare 
moments when were in the groove or actu- 
ally manage a four- or five-beat series in 
time with a powerful Dave Grohl crash pro- 
vide a potent, addictive rush. 

“It's basically no different than playing 
drums for real,” says one of our temporary 
bandmates, John Drake, who mans the 
kit for an indie-pop outfit called the Main 
Drag. “This game will create drummers.” 

Drake isn't the only one of Harmonix’s 
127 staffers who moonlights in a real-life 
band. Eric Brosius, who heads the audio 
department and played guitar in the late- 
‘80s/early-90s major-label  alt-rockers 
Tribe, estimates that Harmonix employ- 
ees play in 30 different bands. Producer 
Crooker is a member of the electro-pop 
outfit Freezepop. Art director Ryan Lesser 
plays guitar in the sludge-metal band 
Megasus alongside three other cowork- 
ers, including Lightning Bolt bassist Brian 


HAVE SOLD 


MORE THAN 5 MILLION UNITS, GENERATING $375 


MILLION IN SALES. 


is given the chance to put that accessibility 
to the test. Strapping on the wireless plas- 
tic-replica Fender Stratocaster, we stumble 
through the opening verses ofthe Ramones’ 
“Blitzkrieg Bop.” The guitar play is very sim- 
ilar to Guitar Hero's, and within a minute 
or so—and with the constant instruction/ 
needling of the three Harmonix employ- 
ees who have been drafted as bandmates— 
we get the hang of it. The vocals are anoth- 
er story, but if Blender’s enthusiastic, off- 
kev caterwauling through the Who classic 
“Won't Get Fooled Again” proves anything, 
it’s that Harmonix was right to include an 


Gibson and former Amazing Crowns sing- 
er Jason Kendall. 

Harmonix actively encourages its 
workers’ musical sidelines. Besides offer- 
ingasoundproof practice space in the office 
and granting staff time off to go on tour, 
the company has also included a number 
of employees’ songs in Harmonix games, 
a hugely valuable promotional tool. “We 
went from nobody knowing who we were 


to having thousands of people begging us 
to make a record,” says Megasus’s Lesser, 
whose song “Red Lottery” was an unlock- 


able track on GHIT. “We've never toured >> 



















GARNIER FRUCTIS STYLE 
BOLD IT and PLAY STYLE 


Garnier Fructis Style introduces two brand new product collec- 





tions to help you rock your Style! 

From your workday to a night out on the town, the new Garnier 
Fructis BOLD IT! collection won't let you down! Power Putty gives 
structure and support to any asymmetrical look. For quick, daring 
styles with extreme hold use the Endurance Gel. 

Now Garnier empowers you to create the most head-turning 
tussled tresses ever with the new Garnier Fructis Style Play Style 
Collection! Re-play your style all day long with the Reshapable 
Putty Play it up with the Spray Liqui Gel for layered volume, play it 
down with the Pliable Clay for defined dimension. 

Unleash your style! Watch the Fructis Style Videos at 
WWW.garnier.com 
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Designed to enhance the pleasure of both partners. Trojan 
offers a full line of Vibrating Rings including Magnum, Extra 
Intense and Duo. Available at www.trojancondoms.com. 

Not available in all states. 
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or released a record, but we have booking 
agents calling us from across America and 
Europe to play shows.” 


HEX 
BOTH ROCK BAND and GHIU/I feature an 


impressive number of master recordings 
from original artists, as opposed to the 
cover versions that predominated the ear- 
her Guitar Hero games. While the effect on 
game play is debatable, going after mas- 
ters meant cementing relationships with 
record labels, which have come to see these 
games as important vehicles for exposing 
their music. 

While both titles offer a similar range of 
tunes—heavy on classic rock, metal and alt- 
rock—GHIIT comes packaged with more 
than 70 songs; the Rock Band disc includes 
only 45. Competition for songs was dimin- 
ished somewhat by the fact that few art- 
ists were willing to sign away exclusive 
rights to license their tracks to one game 
versus the other. As a consequence, five 
songs have found their way onto both prod- 
ucts. Although each title will have addi- 
tional tunes available regularly as down- 
loads, Rock Band's online plans appear 
more ambitious, with Rigopulos promising 
“hundreds of songs within the first year,” 
including several full albums, starting with 
the Who's Who's Next. Both games will also 
offer wireless peripherals and online play. 

GHIIT has added one other major fea- 
ture: a challenge level, where players go 
head-to-head with in-game guitar “bosses.” 
Tom Morello and Slash both recorded origi- 
nal music for these “boss battles” and appear 
as animated characters in the game. 

However, in look and feel, even GHIJIs 
creators admit it’s basically a refinement of 
the title's earlier versions. “Our main goal 
was to make sure we weren't the people 
who screwed up the franchise, like George 
Clooney did to Batman,” says Chris Parise, 
Neversoft’s lead producer for the game. 

While the gamer buzz on GHIIT isn't as 
strong as itis for Rock Band, most agree the 
franchise appears perfectly healthy. “It still 
has that pick-up-and-play appeal. but it’s 
more advanced,” says Ricardo Torres, edi- 
torial director for GameSpot.com. “But the 
blessing and the curse is that you really have 
to bea fan of the original games to get com- 
fortable with the new one.” 

Within the Guitar Hero communi- 
ty there is considerable excitement about 
Rock Band, but also a fair amount of skep- 
ticism. Jack Kentala, who runs the blog We 
Are Guitar Heroes, worries that Harmonix’s 
plans are too ambitious. “It'll be hard to 
have songs that are compelling for every 
instrument in every part of the song,” he 
says. “I'm not sure it'll appeal to the really 
hardcore Guitar Hero players who are just 
in it for the guitar parts.” 

GHIIT also has the advantage of a prov- 


“FIVE YEARS FROM NOW, 
ROCK BAND WILLBE 
ONE OF THE STANDARD 
WAYS PEOPLE 
EXPERIENCE MUSIC. 


HARMONIX COFOUNDER ERAN EGOZY 


en brand name. But Harmonix’s new par- 
ent company, MTV, has already begun to 
establish Rock Band's market presence, 
starting with a barrage of events surround- 
ing September's VMAs. “Rock Band is going 
to be promoted across all our channels— 
MTV, MTV2, MTVu, VH1, VH1 Classic, 
Logo, CMT, Spike,” says Jeff Yapp, MTV's 
vice president for program enterprises. 

With both games having so much work- 
ing in their favor, it would be a mistake to 
assume Rock Bana’s success will automati- 
cally spell GHII/s failure or vice versa. “Few 
people will buy both, but they're both going 
to do great,” predicts Michael Pachter, an 
industry analyst with the securities firm 
Wedbush Morgan. “After six months, 
Guitar Hero is going to sell 3.5 million 
units, because they're the real franchise, but 
it’s likely Rock Band will have solda million 
units, which is nothing to sneeze at.” 

The one big thing threatening to limit 
Rock Band's appeal is the price: $199, pack- 
aged with all the peripherals. (By compari- 
son, GIT] willrun $100 for Xbox 360 and 
PS3.)"Every indication we have is that once 
consumers try the experience, suddenly it 
doesn't seem expensive,” Rigopulos says. 
“Also, we don’t think of Rock Band just asa 
title—it’s a platform. People can keep enjoy- 
ing music in this forum forever, through 
downloadable content and expansion 
packs.” Harmonix, MTV and their distrib- 
utor, EA, hope to convince consumers that 
purchasing Rock Band is more like buying 
astereo than buying, say, Halo 3. 

“Five years from now, Rock Band willbe 
one of the standard ways people experience 
music, says Harmonix cofounder Egozy. 
The potential impact, he says, is compara- 
ble tothe way iTunes has revolutionized the 
music industry. 

These are unquestionably lofty ambi- 
tions. But with the music industry ina free- 
fall, it’s foolish to dismiss any idea with 
the potential to fundamentally alter this 
course—even if it’s one that, as Rigopulos 
himself points out, is possibly more old- 
fashioned than it appears at first glance. 

“Before phonographs, the music busi- 
ness was sheet music,” he says. “The way you 
got music out to people is that they learned 
to play it on the piano. Rock Band jumps 
back to a time when people were actual- 
ly connected to the music they listened to.” 
Rigopulos pauses and nods confidently. “I 
think there's a huge appetite for that,” [= 
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Massacre space aliens, 
terrorists and Coldplay 
songs in these blockbuster 
games, coming to aconsole 
near you 


By LIBE GOAD 
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TIMESHIFT 


Xbox 360, PS3, PC 
( October 30 ) 


Messing with sin space-time continuum 
is rarely a good idea, as anyone who 
suffered through the Ashton Kutcher 
vehicle The Butterfly Effect can attest. 
But after an evil-scientist type reverses 
time and installs himself as dictator, it’s 
your duty to don a special time-traveling 
suit to try and reset history. You have 
the ability to stop or slow time—down 

to freezing individual raindrops in 
motion—while you keep going at normal 
speed. Beats having to buy an umbr ella. 


Target audience: The Fernnta renilirn’ 
nonlinear thinkers 


136 Blender.com 





SINGSTAR 


PS3 
( November 13 





Grab the included USB r mic and sing along with the likes of Coldplay, 
Ne-Yo and Franz Ferdinand in this addictive karaoke game. Then plug 
in PS3’s EyeToy Web cam, record your best version of Britney's “Toxic” 
and upload the video to My SingStar Online, where others can rate your 
performance. The game's prerecorded vocals fade out as soon as you 
start singing, so those prone t to pitchiness: should be especially wary. 


Target audience: Fun druvike: aspiring Saujayas 


















NEED FOR SPEED: 
PROSTREET 


Xbow 360, PS8, Wii 
( October 31 ) 


Get etna the w feel dito one of shits 
game's highly customizable cars, then 
race it to earn enough cash for an even 
sweeter ride. Unlike the zillion other 
Need for Speed games, this version 
makes the racing nice and legal— 
meaning there's no need to watch out 
for the fuzz. But, in a series first, you 
can actually wreck your car, reducing it 
to asmoking heap of metal. Billy Joel 
might v want to stay away from this one. 


Target audience: F ‘olks bmmiied that Bag 
My Ride got canceled 


GEARS OF WAR 


PC 


( Rony November ) 


In this PC version af the massive Xbox 
360 hit, you once again play a tough- 
as-nails Marine who does battle against 
giant bug creatures. The PC version 
boasts improved graphics and a handful 
of new levels; plus, playing with a mouse 
and keyboard allows far more precise 
aiming. Log on to Microsoft's Games for 
Windows-Live service to fight the insects 
with a team of your pals. Or actually take 
care of the roach infestation in your real- 
life apar tment, slob. 


Target audience: sapere who's ever 
burned an ant with a magnifying glass 
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Violence 
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© 2007 Ubisoft Entertainment. All Rights Reserved. Assassin's Creed, Ubisoft, Ubi.com, and the Ubisoft logo 
are trademarks of Ubisoft Entertainment in the U.S. and/or other countries. “PlayStation? “PLAYSTATION® and 
“PS" Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Microsoft, Xbox, Xbox 360, 
and the Xbox logos are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. Mobile version © 2007 Gameloft. 
All Rights Reserved. Gameloft and the Gameloft logo are registered trademarks of Gameloft S.A. 
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CALL OF DUTY 4: MODERN 
WARFARE 


ACTIVISION 
Xbox 360, PS3, PC 
( November 5 ) 


The Call of Duty W WII shootin 
franchise time-travels to the present- 
day Middle East, where our boys in 
uniform must take out terrorists, 
insurgents and other enemies of 
freedom. Besides the urban combat 
the series is famous for, the new Call 
of Duty boasts 12-person multiplayer 


capabilities for all three platforms. And, 


unlike our current situation in Iraq, 
when a mission goes wrong, you can 
alway S reload and try again. 


Target audience Donald Rumsfeld: 
conflicted peaceniks 





CRYSIS 
EA GAMES 
ig 4 

( November I6 ) 


a 7 —_ - 


iin olay a ren sikdien—-atoaked i in 
experimental, Army-issued nano- 
armor—who battles North Koreans 
and space aliens. Who dreams up this 
shit? Who cares! You won't even give 
the plot a second thought once you get 
a load of the game play: Crysis features 
some of the most advanced in-game 
physics and graphics ever seen. (You 
can even shoot individual branches off 
trees.) Unfortunately, playing it will 
take a computer rig that costs as much 
asa a decent used car. 
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Target audience: High- end PC owners; 
Kim Jong I] hatte 


188 Blendercom 





SUPER MARIO GALAXY 
NINTENDO 

Wii 

( November [2 ) 


T ti wor ld’ s most iconic shuinber takes 
to the stars in an attempt to (once 
again) rescue his not-exactly-street- 
smart girlfriend, Princess Peach, from 
the clutches of evil. Use the Wii remote 
and its nunchuck attachment to steer 
Mario from planet to planet, fighting 
new and classic Nintendo villains and 
collecting stars along the way. New 
power-ups—like a bee suit, which gives 
Mario the ability to fly—will trip out 
legions of Nintendo fanboys. 


Target audience: Proud faltin timnerteans: 
hallucinogen users 





MASS EFFECT 
MICROSOFT 
Xbox 360 

( November 20 a} 


The: year is 2183 anit catalina hive 


joined forces with aliens to stop a 


superpowered bad guy named Saren 
who’ intent on killing off all sentient 
beings. Mass Effect is a role-playing 
game, but unlike other titles in that 
genre, it ditches the boring turn-based 
combat for fast-paced shooting. There's 
also a dialogue interface with multiple 
choices for every conversation you 
have, which allows players to take the 
moral high ground or act like total 
inter ergalactic douche bags. 


Target audience: Sci Fi channel addicts 








ASSASSIN’S CREED 


UBISOFT 
Xbow 360, PS3, PC 
( November 13 ) 


In this dedhth actions game set duc ing 
the Third Crusade, you play the 
hooded assassin Altair, who must leap 
tall buildings and blend in to crowds 
in historically accurate versions of 
Jerusalem, Damascus and Acre to off a 
who's who of the year 1191. Altair, who 
can crawl up buildings with Spider- 
Man-like dexterity, also harbors a 
deep, dark secret, which is slowly 
unveiled during the game. We can 

har dly stand the Suspense! 


Target audience; Middle East History for 
Dummies readers 





UNCHARTED: DRAKE’S 
FORTUNE 


SONY 
PS3 
( November 20 ) 


Nathan Dilis, a fort tune a itnter with 
Abercrombie-model looks, sets off in 
this cinematic action-adventure game 
looking for a treasure hidden by his 
great-great-grandfather (the one and 
only Sir Francis Drake) on a Pacific 
island. As Drake, you'll be forced to kill 
lots of pesky mercenaries who'd rather 
you not get your hands on the booty. 
Also, there are puzzles to solve—hey, 
life's S not all about killing mercenaries. 


Target audience: National vaemete Sines 
lonely housewives 








Pick any 
pre-recorded 
chor 


Aw De 
a 2 
¢ ia 


— os 


a 


sé as os =e we 





= 


Strum the bar to play guitar! Play 
along to songs from Bob Marley, 
Bob Dylan and more! 
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Mild Lyrics 
Mild Suggestive Themes 
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Jam Sessions is a proud supporter of for 
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JUGGANAUTS 


THE BEST OF ICP 
ATTENTION ALL 


SUGGALOS ano JUGGALETTES: 


FIRST EVER IGP GREATEST HITS ALBUM 


INCLUDES 18 DIGITALLY REMASTERED 
UNEDITED RAW CLASSICS 


AVAILABLE JUST IN TIME FOR 


HALLOWEEN 


AND\FOR ALL YOUR FAMILY 


HULIDAY GATHERINGS 


INSANE CLOWN POSSE 


JUGGANAUTS: 





IN STORES 10/30/07 


SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION CD/DVD COMBO 
WITH 5 BONUS VIDEOS 
AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT BEST BLY 


www.ilovethatsong.com 


To learn more about the 
parental advisory 


program 
go to www.parentalguide. org 


PARENTAL 


AVAILABLE AT 
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ADVISORY Sitipaenciiae B ST 


EXPLICIT CONTENT ©2007 Universal Music Enterprises, Le 
@ Division of UMG Recordings, inc: 





THE LONG-AWAITED FIRST 


LIVE ALBUM 
FROM ROB ZOMBIE * 


HAS ARRIVED! 


FEATURING 18 SMASH HITS 


te ile 
DRAGULA 
MORE HUMAN THAN HUMAN 


THUNDER KISS '65 


. i. oh 23.07 








CDs UNLOCK EXCLUSIVE FREE CONTENT 
AT BONUS.ROBZOMBIE.COM 


ON TOUR THIS FALL WITH OZZY! 
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PLUGME re 


“SM THE HISTORY OF AC/DC - LIVE! 
& vill \ | OVER 5 HOURS OF LIVE PERFORMANCES ON 2 DVDS 
DVD.1 — THE BON: SCOTT ERA 
Over 2% hours of vintage live footage from 1975-1979 
DVD 2 — THE BRIAN JOHNSON ERA 
Over 2% hours of rare and never-before-seen footage 
from er 2998 















, BONUS FEATURES Aciuth Hitervids 
raheareal footage, expanded booklets and more. 


Also Available: Deluxe. 7 hour 3 DVD box 


IN STORES AND ONLINE OCTOBER 16" 
ACHIC.COM.ACUCROCKS.COM COLUMBIARECORUS:COM fas 


® 2007 SONY BMG MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 
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~ Purchase the new DVD “PLUG ME IN” at select independent record stores and receive a limited edition bonus CD FREE (wi vile supples ast) 
Also a for many of your hall classic ACFDC titles on sale now for UNDER $10 
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visit — V.MON ITORTH IS.COM to locate a participating store near you 
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*Rated #1 Price/Value in the annual Instde Track Dealer Survey 


Music and movie enthusiasts want the best of all worlds ... a next-generation look to 
complement that flat-panel television in their home-theater room, breathtaking performance 
that leaves them itching to invite friends over for a “listen,” and a down-to-earth price. 


A lotto ask? Not if you ask for Paradigm® Reference Millenia™ speakers. Backed by more 
than 20 years of research and development at our state-of-the-art speaker design facilities 
in Toronto—some of the most sophisticated and comprehensive facilities of their kind inthe 
world—Millenia”™ fits the bill, perfectly. 


With almost 500 awards and industry accolades, and numerous rave reviews from around 
the world, Paradigm® remains the speaker of choice for even the most critical listener. 


The Millenia” 200 and Millenia” 20 LCR (shown above) are available in = 
Polished Aluminum or Black Chrome. 


To learn more about the Millenia” Series, visit www.paradigm.com 
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VANESSA CARLTON 


The ivory-tickler’s hopeful 
new album makes the state 
of the world seem just a 
little less wretched. 
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THEY MAKE ’EM. WE REVIEW ‘EM 








SCREAMFEST '07 


Shirtlessness! Lap dances! 
And, oh yeah, Jay-Z, 
Kanye, 50 and Diddy all 
on one stage. 
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MICK JAGGER 


On this solo collection, 
almost nothing that 
leaves the biggest lips in 
rock is worth hearing. 
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acoustic records about life on the margins, like 
1982's Nebraska or 2005's Devils & Dust, but 
he'd rather those hard stories were writ large, 
because CNN isn'tdoing it. He's taken the voices 
of betrayed union men (“The River, 1980), mis- 
treated Vietnam vets (“Born in the USA,"1984.), 
AIDS refugees (Streets of Philadelphia,’ 1994), 
victims of police brutality (“American Skin (41 
Shots),” 2000) and massaged them withacom- 
mon touch so assured he can even move people 
who hate his liberal politics. 

His last record about national trauma, the 
9/11 meditation The Rising, struggled to make 
sense of a moment when everyone felt like a 
victim. Yet by trying to reassuringly incorpo- 
rate every voice imaginable, it felt crowded 
and vague. Magic, basically his Iraq record, is 
frustratingly myth-happy with allusions to “the 
mystery train,’ “rolling thunder,’ bikers, rosa- 
ries and Revelation, butit’salso grounded in liv- 
ing history and palpable disgust. And if George 
Bush doesn't get mentioned by name, he towers 
over the album like asmirking King Kong. Iraq 
isn't named either, because Springsteen makes 
records fortheages, soifyou playthisafew years 
into the Giuliani administration, itll comment 
aptly on Operation Syrian-Ass Obliterating. 

His only op-ed is the windswept “Last to 
Die.” the first rock song ever based on con- 
gressional testimony (John Kerry's rebuke to 
a Senate committee after he returned from 
serving in Vietnam). Throughout the album, 
archetypal Springsteen characters—a Mary 
whose brother died in Iraq, a guy wandering 
through his dying hometown, a night-shift 
waitress named Shaniqua—are lost in a land 
where the freedoms promised by George Bush 


GEORGE BUSH TOWERS 
OVER THE ALBUMLIKE 
ASMIRKING KINGKONG. 





Max! Steven! 
Other dudes! 
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or George Washington or Bruce Springsteen 
shine as brightly as “Gem Week" on QVC, 

In “Youll Be Coming Down,” Springsteen 
flays a wannabe celebutard with a contempt 
he’s rarely shown, His rage is mostly disguised 
within the mostanthemic music hes madesince 
the 80s: The brash happy-hour jams of the E 
Street Band are made a little too portentous 
by strings-drunk producer Brendan O'Brien, 
whose treatments on “Gypsy Biker” and “Girls 
in Their Summer Clothes” wander from last- 
ditch rock into Beach Boys knockoffs. 

Thesearing single “Radio Nowhere’ floors it 
deepinto “the lastlong American night,’ search- 
ing for democracy on the highway. “I want a 
million different voices speaking in tongues,” 
Springsteen moans as static answers back. 
On “Livin’ in the Future,” Clarence Clemons’s 
swaggering sax, Steven Van Zandt and Nils 
Lofgrens beered-up guitars, and Max Wein- 
berg’s roundhouse drums offer pure promise, 
eerily at odds with lyrics about red suns rising 
and elections in which evil prevails. 

Bitter rock that’s also rousing can confuse 
listeners (so many mistook the irony of “Bornin 
the USA’ for optimism, Ronald Reagan jacked 
it for a campaign ad). But with Bush trailing 
Lyme disease in most polls, bitter impulses that 
might've once seemed un-American are pretty 
mainstream, You can shout ‘em as loud as you 
want; there might be a warrantless wiretap in 
your future, but no one in line at the 7-Eleven 
will accuse you of hating the troops. 

In fact, Magic is a little behind the times, 
even less radical than a Keith Olbermann 
monologue. Springsteen doesn't want to lead 
opinion, just absorb it. There's no suggestion 
that the woman in the climactic weeper “Devy- 


il’s Arcade,’ lying in bed waiting for the touch of 


her soldier husband, thinks the war is wrong. 
She just wants it over, like everyone else. 
DOWNLOAD: “Radio Nowhere,” “Living in the 
Future," “Devil's Arcade” 
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THE SCORE 
CLASSIC 


GREAT 
GOOD 
MEDIOCRE 
FOUL 


BABYSHAMBLES 


SHOTTER'S NATION totes!) 


Pete Doherty rallies from his occa- 
sional overdoses in time to recalla 
few past glories 


Babyshambles 
main man, 
former Kate 
Moss consort 

and unrepentant 
crack-n-smack addict Pete 
Doherty remains the British 
tabloids’ pinata of choice—bult 
at least his music ts looking 

up. After his post-Libertines 
band debuted with 2005's 
dismal and chaotic Down 

in Albion, his characteristic 
mix of Beatles-on-skid-row 
frenzies and drunken-style 
acoustic doodles benefits from 
the discipline and restrain- 

ing influence of Blur/Smiths 
producer Stephen Street, a 

star in his own right, whose 
arranging skills are evident in 
the epic, episodic “Deft Left 
Hand” and driving, streamlined 
rocker “Delivery.” Drugs remain 
Doherty's lyrical focus (“I had a 
lick/It caved my skull in like a 
brick”), a reminder that, due to 
near-monthly arrests, he may 
spend the rest of the year in jail 
or enforced rehab, 

TONY POWER 

DOWNLOAD: “Delivery,” “Deft 
Left Hand” 


BAND OF HORSES 


CEASE TO BEGIN t9tatota 
SUB POP 





scruffy indie-rock trio rocks the back 
porch—gently 


“The world is such a wonderful 


place,” Ben Bridwell declares 
early on his band’s second 
album—but something in the 
urgent way he sings it suggests 
he's mostly trying to convince 
himself. As its title indicates, 
Cease to Bevin is about an 
uneasy sense of stasis, namely 
Bridwell’s emotional purgatory 
in the wake ofa bad breakup 
and a move from Seattle to 
South Carolina. He's a guy 
stuck halfway between living 
in the past and seeking new 
directions. But his uncertainty 
hasn't turned him bitter. >> 


E STREET BAND: Dany Pi phim 
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THE GUIDE 


Largely abandoning their debut's 
booming jam rock for a spec- 
tral, back-porch vibe, the band 
slow-dances through wistful 
numbers like “Detlef Schrempt” 
and “Window Blues,” in which 
the singer buries the hatchet and 
sweetly bids adieu to his true 
love over moonlit guitars. Even 
the loudest moments reverberate 
with warmth. Bridwell sounds 
determined to build a new world 
for himself, one gorgeous ballad 
at a time. 

TIM GRIERSON 

DOWNLOAD: “Detlef Schrempf,” 


“Window Blues,” “No One’s Gonna 
Love You" 


BEIRUT 


THE FLYING CLUB CUP O63, 


BA DA BING 


Dreamy quasi-French/Balkan acoustic 


pop by a kid from New Mexico 


Like a lot of 21-year-old song- 
writers, Zach Condon makes 
it very clear what his favorite 
records are; in his case, it’s not 
a combination you 
hear too often. His 
band Beirut’s second 
album is equal parts 
‘60s folkie Tim 
Buckley's starry-eyed 
croon, French-cabaret 
chansons and the 
Balkan gypsy folk that 
enlivened last year’s college-radio 
highlight, “Elephant Gun”: glid- 
ing waltzes orchestrated with 
tart string sections, oompah-pah 
accordions, ukuleles and slightly 
out-of-tune brass. Condon’s 
slurred, swooning vibrato some- 
times soars as gloriously as he 
wants it to, and sometimes comes 
off like an affected foreign accent, 
obscuring his impressionistic 
lyrics about doomed lovers and 
mausoleums. But he’s a dazzling 
arranger, and the dramatic are 

of these songs is built around the 
way instruments lurch into place 
and dance drunkenly around one 
another before staggering off 
once again. 

DOUGLAS WOLK 


DOWNLOAD: “Nantes,” “A Sunday 
Smile” 


BLACK DICE 


LOAD BLOWN >>, 
PAM TRACKS 








Brooklyn noiseniks whip up a soothing 
racket—bring your headphones! 





Is it possible to make easy-listen- 
ing out of whirs, drills, buzzes, 
hisses and the occasional roar? 
Black Dice, a Brooklyn trio who 
coax all manner of degenerate 
noise from machines that stam- 
mer and malfunction, make the 
case. On album three, they tuck 
ghostly melodies inside static 


14.6 Blender.com 


ASTONISHING 
FACT! 


VANESSA CARLTON 


finished the 2005 NYC 
Marathon in 3:56:59, 
averaging just over nine 
minutes per mile. 





(the hushed “Roll Up") and stage 
a benevolent call and response 
between what sounds like whales 
and insects (the pacific “Bottom 
Feeder”). This is mostly music to 
zone in and out of—periadically, 
new sounds and unlikely rhythms 
crop up and coexist in rough 
approximation of grooves, catch- 
ing the ear (“Kokomo” is a hard- 
swinging standout); other times, 
songs drone into the background, 
either beatifically (the first half of 
flute lullaby “Drool”) or forgetta- 
bly (the second half). It’s a chill- 
out room in a junkyard, 

JONAH WEINER 


DOWNLOAD: “Kokomo,” “Toka 
Toka” 


BUCK 65 


SITUATION 3 '/., 
STRANGE FA MOUS 


Nova Scotia-bred rapper/talker imag- 


ines life 50 years ago 


Buck 65 prefers his albums 
conceptual and sums up his latest 
theme in a spiel called “1957” 
that waves goodbye to 
the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers and Humphrey 
Bogart amid shout- 
outs to Buddy Holly 
and Spy vs. Spy. He 
fleshes out his look 
at that year with 
character sketches 
of the period—a drag-racing 
greaser blaring Gene Vincent, a 
secretary wearing leopardskin 
and worshipping Bette Davis, 
muilitary-vet hobos cooking 

over an open flame. The sonics 
beneath Buck’s deadpan rhymes 
are too often more subdued than 
the dense dub collages he started 
out with in the late ‘90s, but 
jazz keyboards and conga poly- 
rhythms keep the backing from 
sinking into mere soundtrack. 
And, as you'd expect from a guy 
who once rapped about being a 
centaur “built like a horse from 
the waist down,” there's enough 
humor to carry it all—especially 
the pervy kind. “Spread Em” 


| LOVE THIS CD! 


WU-TANG CLAN 

ENTER THE WU-TANG 

(36 CHAMBERS) «oun 

“It's clever, funny and hard- 
core. It makes you feel tough. 
It just sounds good.” 





J | A! 


back from that 
whole bombed-by- 
’ srael thing. 


consists entirely of homoerotic 
cop-show lingo: “Up against the 
wall, sweet cheeks.” 

CHUCK EDDY 


DOWNLOAD: “Lipstick,” “The 
Rebel” 


VANESSA CARLTON 
HEROES & THIEVES (9 ye", 
THE INC. /UNIVER SAL MOTOWN 











Optimistic piano prodigy shows why 
she's accumulated so many “Nessa- 
holic" fans 





‘Twenty-seven years old and two 
albums into an up-and-down 
career, Vanessa Carlton comes off 
like a college freshman—poised, 
bright and eager—rather than 

a mildly bruised person of the 
world. With lines like “Someday 
when the stories are told, they'll 
tell of a love like this,” her third 
dise (coproduced by hitmaker 
Linda Perry, new-label head/rap 
impresario Irv Gotti and ex-flame 
Stephan Jenkins of Third Eye 
Blind) could make the clingi- 

est of teen couples blush, But 
when, charmingly, she cracks her 
dictionary and finds citadel, it’s 


7 > laa 





to sing the word over a sparkling 
piano tune that gathers up her 
dizzy thoughts and proceeds 
directly to your pleasure center. 
lrony’s not a total stranger: 

“The One,’ with Fleetwood Mac 
superstar Stevie Nicks, is a mildly 
bitter dose of heartbreak. But an 
album this pretty can make you 
believe in romantic spells lasting 
beyond first semester. 

NICK CATUCC! 


DOWNLOAD: “The One,” “Nolita 
Fairytale,” “Heroes & Thieves” 


COHEED AND CAMBRIA 


NO WORLD FOR TOMORROW 
Pike Dic 


COLUMBIA 








Buffalo band’s “threequel” is way better 
than Revenge of the Sith 





Coheed and Cambria are so far 
ahead of the emo absurdity curve, 
it sometimes seems like they've 
run clear off the road. It’s not 


just that Claudio Sanchez writes 


impenetrable and portentous 
lyries—those lyrics construct a 
narrative he's stretching over 
four albums. (This one, their >> 
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USE YOUR DELUSION 


Pretensions to majesty undermine 0.C. metalheads 


AVENGED SEVENFOLD 


AVENGED SEVENFOLD tote) 
WARNER BROS, 














Avenged Sevenfold transcended the headbanger heartland with 
2005's “Bat Country.” Its mixture of campy goth and ’80s Sun- 
set Strip debauchery was matched with a refreshing sound that 
fused florid guitar solos with frenzied nail-gun drumming, while 
M. Shadows shifted effortlessly between asnarl andacroon. Met- 
alheads scorned A7X (the singer sings rather than screams! ), but 
for nonbelievers, metal gets better when it goes pop. 

On this follow-up, “Scream” is the closest thing to a “Bat Coun- 
try’-ish breakout. From asexual-predator lyric with video-friendly 
werewolf imagery to the snake-hipped groove, it showcases their 
charms (a sense of fun rare in current metal) and strengths (con- 
siderable chops, especially in the rhythm section). Unfortunately, 
A7X also believe in the Album as Art. Producing themselves for the 
first time, they indulge in movie-score excess: cellos, choirs, wood- 
winds, even steel guitar. Much of it is more Bat Out of Hell than 
“Bat Country,’ though even Meat Loaf would flinch from a ghastly 
farrago of polka, ska and ’20s jazz like “A Little Piece of Heaven.” 

While straying from metal’s path, they uphold its legacy of 
conservative politics: On “Critical Acclaim” they sound like some 
ungodly hybrid of Ann Coulter and Sebastian Bach, spouting inco- 
herent rage that baits liberals: “How does it feel to know that some- 
one’s kid in the heart of America has blood on their hands fighting 
to defend your rights so you can maintain the lifestyle that insults 
his family's existence?!?” It’s fierce because it’s heartfelt (the band 
sell stars-and-stripes T-shirts that read LOVE rr oR DIE). In A7X’s 
muddled view, God, guns and groupies made this country great, 
and family values is when your dad (in Shadows’s case) gave you 
the cassette of Appetite for Destruction the week it came out. 

SIMON REYNOLDS 
DOWNLOAD: “Scream,” “Critical Acclaim” 


A7X's tattoos 
combine to form 
the complete 

Family Circus, 
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third, completes the quad- 
logy; the next one’s a prequel.) 
He sings with the whine of 

a teenager—if that teenager 
were Alvin the Chipmunk, 
And, more than ever, his band 
indulges in grandiose, classic- 
rock, flaunting chops that could 
shame the showofts in Rush. 
The result hits like a popcorn 
flick colliding with your worst 
breakup, partly thanks to a 
manic commitment to blazing 
tempos and sticky melodies. 
But while it’s nearly impossible 
to understand, Sanchez deliv- 
ers his narrative without a hint 
of fashionable emo irony, His 
protagonist longs for a mysteri- 
ous home; Coheed, meanwhile, 
have found their sweet spot. 
NICK CATUCCI 


DOWNLOAD: “Feathers,” “The 
Hound (of Blood and Rank)” 


DASHBOARD 
CONFESSIONAL 


THE SHADE OF POISON TREES 
OOS 








VAGRANT 





Captain Emo unplugs, demonstrates 
new tricks, expands his vocabulary 
on album number five 

You'd think Chris Carrabba 
would be reluctant to revisit 

his past. Sure, his early-"00s 
incarnation as a hardcore 
acoustic crooner, baring his 
dirty laundry and straining his 
diaphragm in front of bewil- 
dered punk crowds, made 
Dashboard Confessional’s 
name—but it also made him the 
poster boy for emo, a position 
he resisted even while releas- 
ing EPs that recounted his 

first kiss. Yet, one year after his 
mainstream-courting Dusk and 
Summer CD, Carrabba returns 
with a stripped-down, stopgap 
effort to appease diehards still 
prickly about seeing their idol 
on VH1. The result is more than 
nostalgia: Carrabba imbues all 
12 tracks with welcome new 
tricks—layers of cascading 
harmonies, a startling falsetto 
and even a dash of subtlety. 

Yes, he’s still got thesaurus.com 
bookmarked (“moonlighting 





Eve: “Yyyellow!” 


here to avail yourself of your 
heritage” is one clunker), but 
only a man on his fourth or fifth 
kiss could pull off the slyly efter- 
vescent “Fever Dreams.” 

ANDY GREENWALD 

DOWNLOAD: “Fever Dreams,” 
“The Rush” 


DOWN 


DOWN Ill: OVER THE UNDER tt 
oOWN/ILG 








Singer from Pantera issues his first 
album since undergoing serious back 
surgery and kicking heroin 


Between Hurricane Katrina 
and the shooting death of his 
estranged Pantera bandmate 
Dimebag Darrel, you might 
think that New Orleans metal 
icon Phil Anselmo’s world of 
hurt would come across more 
vividly than ever. On the third 
album from this super-ish 
group, including members 

of Corrosion of Conformity 
and Crowbar, Anselmo seem- 
ingly alludes to both tragedies, 
bellowing on about poisonous 
tides and immutable regret 
(the all-too-literally titled “I 
Scream”). But as they grind 
out gravelly guitar textures, his 
band falls more than ever into 
ponderous stoner-rock ruts, 
and Anselmo’s complaints, 
perpetually voiced in cocksure 
Viking mode, wind up running 
together (Take that, organized 
religion! Forget you, apathetic 
citizenry!). One thing you 
don't often hear on a metal 
record: Having gone through 
rehab, Anselmo—who’s spent 
his career preoccupied with 
drugs—even renounces LSD, 
NICK CATUCCI 


OOWNLOAD: “On March the 
Saints” 


EVE 
HERE] AM (309 
GEFFEN 





The “pitbull in a skirt" returns to 
taunt the hornballs 


ti 


You're drooling on yourself,” 
Eve sneers, dressing down 
some leering doofus at a >> 


EVE: MEENO: AVENGED SEVENFOLD: CLAY PATRICK MCBRIDE 
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THE CD WE'RE TOTALLY GAY FOR 


JENS LEKMAN 


NIGHT FALLS OVER KORTEDALA (ope 


SECRETLY CANADIAN 


Swedish softie isn’t afraid to cry, date lesbians 


Jens Lekman is not a one-night-stand type of 
guy, On the heartsick opener to his third LP, the 
26-year-old emotionalist croons as shakily as a 
schoolboy under a full moon: “I remember every 
kiss like my first kiss.” However noble, though, 
hypersensitivity has its downside. Who wants 
to recall a sloppy combination of saliva and 
adolescent insecurity every time they make out? But unlike other 
current heart-on-sleeve troubadours, Lekman uses his tender 
touch to brilliantly tease out the bumbling awkwardness that 
defines modern love. Whether playing a beard to hoodwink his 
lesbian friend’s father or confessing to a platonic affair with his 
hairdresser, he exposes himself with beatific wit over orchestral, 
beat-laden arrangements that lie somewhere between flowery 


40s film scores and Beck. A hopeless romantic unafraid to poke 
fun at his own hopelessness ... Woody Allen would be proud. 


RYAN DOMBAL 


DOWNLOAD: “A Postcard to Nina,” “Your Arms Around Me,” “Kanske 


Ar Jag Karl Dig” 


club. She isn’t the only female 
rapper to bounce a hornball gaze 
back in a dude’s face, but nobody 
does it quite as icily as she does. 
Sexy and butch at the same time, 
she's like Lil’ Kim without the 
nip-slips, Da Brat with a M.A.C 
contract. She spends several 
songs on her fourth album 
reducing suitors to whimpering 
buffoons, but it’s not always so 
confrontational. “Tambourine” is 
a clattering, up-with-asses party 
jam, while “Fantasy” is a slow 
striptease, set toa squirmy beat 
that suggests a mosquito moan- 
ing into a Vocoder. Too many 
songs are pale, autopilot versions 
of these two standouts (a seduc- 
tion song called “Turn Me On"! A 
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dance-floor jam called ... wait for 
it ... “Dance Floor”!). Would one 
rap about her old UPN sitcom 
have been too much to ask for? 
JONAH WEINER 


DOWNLOAD: “Tambourine,” 
“Fantasy” 


THE FIERY FURNACES 
WIDOW CITY O65, 


THRILL JOCKEY 











Freaky, verbose siblings make their 
hard-rock move 





The heat of this duo’s sixth album 
comes from its friction between 
hard rock and anti-rock. More 
specifically, things Led Zep 
would totally do (the Godzilla 


The Hives moonlight 
as bouncers at the 
Stockholm Regatta Club. 





riffs and stomping rhythms that 
power most of this record, the 
suitelike songs, the tenderness of 
interludes such as “Restorative 
Beer”) keep scraping up against 
things Led Zep would never, 
ever do (the Furnaces’ fondness 
for dissonance, dinky keyboard 
tones, arrhythmic interludes 
and syllable-heavy lyrics about 
reference books and plywood). 
Eleanor Friedberger's singing 

is assured but understated; her 
brother Matt's songs are some- 
times elliptically expansive, 
sometimes monomaniacally 
wound around a few words and 
notes, It’s a fantastically difficult 
record, but almost every passage 
of knotty head-game weirdness 
quickly dovetails into something 
dramatic and physical, and it all 
sparkles with crushed particles of 
the blues, 

DOUGLAS WOLK 


DOWNLOAD: “Navy Nurse,” “The 
Old Hag Is Sleeping” 


CALVIN HARRIS 
| CREATED DISCO OC, 


ALMOST GOLD 











Tongue-in-cheek Kylie Minogue 
producer struts boldly in a fly tracksuit 





Calvin Harris is not gay, OK? 
The 23-year-old Brit may pore 
over Felix da Housecat singles 
and Giorgio Moroder technical 
manuals and quote Visage's '8Os- 
compilation staple “Fade to Grey” 
on his hilarious and charming / 
Created Disco, but as he sings on 
“The Girls,” he likes black, white, 
Asian, mixed-race, French and 
Scandinavian girls—even “them 
carryin a-little-bitty-weight 
girls.” Got it? This is an indie 
rocker introducing great disco to 
a bunch of beer drinkers, and if 
that’s not God’s work, then what 
is? His synthesizer squiggles 

are sweaty cheese, and he’s got a 





bigger bottom than John Travolta 
in a fat suit. This is what would 
happen if Flight of the Conchords 
fixated on Daft Punk. It’s that 
good ... and more. 

RJ SMITH 


DOWNLOAD: “Colours,” “Certi- 
fied,” “Acceptable in the 80s” 


THE HIVES 


THE BLACK AND WHITE ALBUM 


OCTONE/AGM 











Identically dressed Swedes struggle to 
change more than their clothes 





The three years since the last 
Hives album has been rough on 
garage rock: The Strokes are 
AWOL, the Vines flamed out 
and the White Stripes embraced 
Led Zeppelin. The brightest 

new hopes, Black Lips, are best 
known for (literally) pissing 

on their fans. When the Hives 
collaborated on a Timbaland 
single and recruited fellow hip- 
hop producer Pharrell, it seemed 
like a provocative makeover was 
at hand. But even the title of 
their new CD is vintage Hives: >> 


| LOVE THIS CD! 
TEA LEONI 


REGINA SPEKTOR 

BEGIN TO HOPE sine 

“She's a unique artist and 

a great musician. There's a 
song on there where she 
breaks into another language 
that sounds like Yiddish or 
something. It’s brilliant.” 
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CLASSIC ROCK 


_ Detroit badass asks gospel singers to save his soul 


| KID ROCK 


| ROCK NROLL JESUS 305, 

| ATLANTIC/TOP DOG 

| Kid Rockchanges career goals moreoften 
| than a 10-year-old. Remember when he 
| wanted to be a cowboy? That was ador- 
_ able. And the summer he decided he was 


a pimp? Cute! 

So there’ no need to take this album 
title seriously: Bob Ritchie would nev- 
er make the sacrifices required to be 
the Rock N Roll Jesus. For one thing, he 
would’ve had to die at age 33, before he 
got to marry Pam Anderson. But he and 


Jesus do have some things in common: — 
They're both usually seen withoutashirt, 
and neither objected to the company of 
| prostitutes. 


“I was just 16, and now I’m staring 
at 36,’ Rock sings ruefully in “Roll On,” 
and not only does he have age in mind— 
the album is shot through with “Night 
Moves"-style nostalgia for teen sum- 
mers and Lynyrd Skynyrd songs—but 
the sequined redneck who once rapped 
that he had a “10-cent brain” even turns 
philosophical. In “Amen,” one of sever- 
al songs convincingly built out of South- 
ern R&B, heitemizes our country’s social 


Kid Rock waits 
behind the gym 
for his fight with 
Tommy Lee, 


ills: hungry children, slaughtered sol- 
diers, racism and corrupt priests (“I’m 
scared to send my children to church”) 
aN elonoletcjelatcveetenatee (alert Wesmctthycialeyen 
From the AC/DC-guitar rips of “So 
Hott,” the first single, to the tongue- 
piercing snare of thetitlesong, thealbum 
revels inthe physicality of rock &roll. He 
returns to raunchy punch lines on “Sug- 
ar, his lone turn at rapping (“I gots lots 


of cash/But I'm not Jewish”), and on the 
country two-step “Half Your Age,’ a deli- 
cious taunt that has ex-wife Pam Ander- | 
son's name written all overit. 


~ Rockhas always balanced outrageous 
machismo and pharmaceutical boasts 
with a view of love as the only source of 
succor—whether it’s ; found in the mosh 


_pitorin thecrotch of atweaking stripper. 


His music has hidden springs of gener- 


osity: Here, he surrounds his own crag- _ 
gy voice with roaring black gospel choirs, | 


and even imagines a day in the future 


when he'll settle down and have grand- — 


children. And while that goal eludes 
him? He's not exactly unhappy: “I fuck 
hot pussy until it’s cold.’ 

ROB TANNENBAUM 


powNLoAp: “Half Your Age,” “Rock N Roll 
Jesus” 





KID FOCK: CLAY PATRICK MCBFRUDE. 








Jkt: STEPHANIE PISTEL 


It's a cheeky attempt to 
one-up Metallica and the 
Beatles. Most of the album, 
like the single “Tick Tick 
Boom,’ sticks to formula: 
glam, pogo-ing blasts that 
aren't quite as catchy as 
“Main Offender,’ their 

2002 mini-hit. The second 
half draws on their Devo 
worship—“T.H.E.H.LV.E.S." 
manned by Pharrell, is robo- 
funk—but often leaves them 
sounding unrecognizable or 
annoying. “Well All Right!” 
offers an apt metaphor: 
“SWIM across 
the ocean ina 


SIA MICHEL 


DOWNLOAD: “Tick 
Tick Boom,” 
“You Got lt All... 


WYCLEF JEAN suffers 


WYCLEF 
JEAN 


THE CARNIVAL II: MEMOIRS OF 
AN IMMIGRANT Geto 


COLUMBIA 


Creole chanting, Mexican sing- 
ing and Farrakhan on violins: 
Wyclef's sixth set has something 
for everyone! 





What Wyclef Jean lacks in 
artistry—namely, stellar 
skills as a rapper, singer, 
lyricist and guitarist—he 
makes up for in original- 
ity. The former Fugee can 
craft fresh, catchy tunes 
(like last year’s superhit 
Shakira duet “Hips Don't 
Lie”) that are more than 
the sum of their parts; 
unexpected guest stars and 
global-minded production 
make bad rapping and sing- 
ing sound good. Here, as 
Clef drops mostly trite lines 
about green cards, strippers 
and police harassment, this 
strategy either succeeds 
brilliantly—he smoothly 
half-croons alongside Akon 
and Lil Wayne on “Sweet- 
est Girl (Dollar Bill),” and 
“Any Other Day” leaves the 
singing to Norah Jones—or 
goes haywire: Overuse of 
the globalized mash-up 
approach comes off as 
Around the World With 
Wyclef—“Immigration” 
carries us to India! “Selina” 
takes listeners to Mexico! — 
while the glut of surprising 
cameos, from soft-rocker 
Paul Simon to Muslim 
minister Louis Farrakhan, 
often feels forced. Digging 
into a bag of tricks can't 
always distract us from the 
skills he doesn’t have. 

BAZ DREISINGER 


DOWNLOAD: “Sweetest Girl 
(Dollar Bill),” “Any Other Day” 


ees ASTONISHING 
concrete suit. FACT! 


from noctambulism— shod-or hooks 
whichisa fancy way of TeV LOW 100 5 
saying he sleepwalks and whooshing 
Wrong” every night. 





JIMMY EAT WORLD 


CHASE THIS LIGHT €9€9t3'/, 


INTERSCOPE 


Thirtysomething emo hitmakers, 


still acting half their age 


Jimmy Eat World are the 
Judd Apatow of pop-punk. 
Four overgrown boys from 
the nowheresville suburbs 
of Mesa, Arizona, they've 
spent a decade-plus turning 
freak-and-geek heartbreak 
and sexual frustration into 
hopeful, winning sing- 
alongs. Their 
sixth album 
sticks close to 
what they know 
best: trusty 


guitars (polished 
to a grungy spar- 
kle by producer 
Butch Vig) sweetening songs 
like “Big Casino, about 
hitting the road to escape 
from yourself. “Roll down 
the windows/ Let the cold 
air come in, frontman Jim 
Adkins sings on “Carry You,” 
relishing the chill as much as 
the thrill. Like a poetry-club 
version of blink-182, Jimmy 
Eat World are perpetually 
17, racing through the night 
with the radio on, nostalgic 
for the good times they'll 
never have and blowing off 
the parties they were never 
invited to. 

JOSH EELLS 


DOWNLOAD: “Let lt Happen,” 
“Big Casino” 


SHARON JONES & THE 
DAP-KINGS 





(00 DAYS, 100 NIGHTS &9e'/, 


DAPTONE 


Almost-old-school soul queen and 


her neo-old-school NYC crew 


If you've heard Amy Wine- 
house on record or live, 
then you've also heard the 
Dap-Kings’ perfect simula- 
tion of old-fashioned deep 
soul and hard funk. She 
borrowed the band from 
Sharon Jones, a 51-year- 

old belter who testifies like 
she's straight off the James 
Brown revue. Together, 
Jones and the Dap-Kings 
have made a string of killer 
singles (including this year's 
“I'm Not Gonna Cry,’ inex- 
plicably omitted from this 
release), and their live shows 
are sweat-drenched dance 
parties that incite spectacu- 
lar word of mouth. So why 
is their third album so half- 
baked? Simple: The songs 
are less hit 45s than they are 
LP-side-two filler. The >> 
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GAP (PRODUCT) RED” 


The contribution from GAP’s sale of this (PRODUCT) RED™ 
t-shirt will go to the global fund to support programs 

which provide HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment, 
including ARV medicine, in Africa. This contribution is 
equivalent to the average cost of 2 weeks of AIDS URRY 
medicine in Africa. Find out more at ' 


SNEAUX DUDE DEUX WATUSI 


2. 
SNesUx: 


SNEAUX SHOES 
SKATE-INSPIRED FASHION FOOTWEAR. 


Are You Always Bored? Check out Sneaux Shoes and find 
out what happens when we are bored. Remember — out of 
boredom comes greatness. xsho 


IT WON'T BE SGQDN BEFORE LONG TOUR 


04/29 Detroit, Ml - Palace Of Auburn Hills 
10/01 St. Paul, MN - Xcel Energy Center 
Tote Rosemont, IL - Allstate Arena 

10/04 Toronto, OM = Air Canada Centre 
10/05 Cleveland, OH - Quicken Loans Arena 


121 seattle hol ie St Pete Times Forum 
10/23 Orlando, FL - Amway Arena 

10/24 Duluth, GA - The Arena at Gwinett Center 
10/26 Houston, TX - Toyota Center 
10/27 Pt Worth, TX - Ft Worth Convention Genter Arena 
10/29 Denver, CO - Pepsi Center 

10/30 Salt Lake City, UT - Energy Solutions Arena 
11/02 Porttand, OF - Memorial Gofiseum at Rose Quarter 
11/03 Vancouver, BC - Pacific Coliseum 

11/05 Sacramento, CA - ARCO Arena 

11/06 San Jose, CA - HP Pavilion | 
17/08 Los Angeles, CA-Staples Center 
17/09 San Diego, CA = Cox Arena oF ic 4\ 


TI/10 Las Vegas, NV - The Pearl 
r fi 
IX STORES WOW 


lve nation | 


10/07 Columbus, OH - Nationwide Arena 

10/08 Charlottesville, VA - John Paul Jones Arena 
10/10 New York, NY - Madison Square Garden 
10/12 Uncasville, CT - Mohegan Sun Arena 

10/13 Philadelphia, PA - Wachovia Spectrum 
10/15 Boston, MA - TD Banknorth Garden 

10/16 Washington, DC - Verizon Center 

TOA8 Columbla, SC = Colonial Center 

10/20 Sunrise, FL - BankAtlantic Center 
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ASSASSING 


MOST ANTICIPATED VIDEOGAME 


Experience the power of a master Assassin. Your actions 
can throw your immediate environment into chaos; and 
your existence will shape events in this pivotal moment 
during the Crusade. Assassin's Creed comes out on 
Playstation® 3 and Xbox 360™ in November 2007. 
Pre-order now at 





MCKAY: AMY T. ZIELINSEI 


band replicates the surface effect 
of Otis Redding ballads, New 
Orleans jams and Motown pop- 
soul down to the last tambourine 
rattle, but their material rarely 
goes deeper than nostalgic genre 
exercises—which means it never 
satisfies like the real thing. 
OOUGLAS WOLK 

DOWNLOAD: “LetThem Knock” 


NELLIE McKAY 


OBLIGATORY VILLAGERS 0, 


HUNGRY MOUSE 


High looniness from a spunky New York 


princess of anachronistic pop 


At 31 minutes, 
Nellie McKay's 
third full-length 
album is half as 
long as each of her 
first two. But it’s her most expan- 





breezes through a suite of Rat 
Pack-esque whimsy (“Kittens 
high-hattin, sittin’ on satin with 
a host who's catnip fond”), para- 
noia from the age of “airport 
insecurity’ (“Identity Theft") 
and a pro-feminism song that 
uses a sense of humor to defend 
feminists against charges of 
humorlessness—all set to quirkily 
swinging arrangements (written 
by McKay, of course) that could 
have come from 1960s Broad- 
way. By the time she makes her 
charmingly goofy exit (“Zombie"), 
it’s clear she’s learned another 
show-business lesson: Leave ‘em 
wanting more. 

BEN SISARIO 

DOWNLOAD: “Oversure,” “Identity 
Theft,” “Politan™ 


JONI MITCHELL 
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Nellie McKay: 
“This new T-Pain 
is fire!” 


worldwide traffic jams/Honk- 
ing day and night/Shine on 
another asshole/Passing on 








live in these electric scabs/These 
lesions once were lakes”). And 
the album's dense, electronically 


sive and controlled—as though SHINE t9t.sty the right!” She has a bugaboo seasoned pop includes her catchi- 
she’s finally learned, through HEAR MUSIC about cell phones. The “red-light est tune in two decades (“This 


home-schooling, what couldn't 
be forced on her by a major label 
that tried to limit the song count 
of prior records: how to cram 

all her untamed musical ambi- 
tion onto a single, concise disc. 
Backed by old-time jazz heavies, 
including Bob Dorough (the 
voice of Schoolhouse Rock), she 


Cranky Canadian genius dislikes mobile 


phones; loves tar and nicotine 


Aseam of zany gallows humor 
runs through Joni Mitchell's 
first album of new songs in nine 
years. Invoking a divine bless- 
ing on good and evil alike in the 
title song, she prays, “Shine on 


runners busy talking on their cell 
phones’ named later in “Shine” 
also return in “Bad Dreams Are 
Good,” as “the cell-phone zombies 
[ who] babble through shopping 
malls.” If Mitchell is decades 

past her prime as a songwriter, 
she can still come up with the 
occasionally sharp image (“We 


Place”). The cruelest joke is that 
Mitchell's smoggy voice is as 
polluted (from smoking) as the 
dying planet her songs describe. 
For this, she has no one to blame 
but herself. 

STEPHEN HOLDEN 

DOWALOAD: “This Place,” “Night of 
the Iguana” >> 


ATHLETE 
BEYOND THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 


ALSO AVAILABLE LIMITED EDITION 
WITH BONUS DVD 


VHS OR BETA 


BRING ON THE COMETS 


‘FEATURING “CAN’T BELIEVE 
A SINGLE WORD” 


THE KOOKS 


INSIDE IN / INSIDE OUT 


INCLUDES THE HITS “SHE MOVES IN 
HER OWN WAY” & “NAIVE” 


THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS - WE ARE THE NIGHT/ FEATURING “DO IT AGAIN” & “THE SALMON DANCE” 
BARYSHAMBLES - SHOTTER’S NATION / tHE NEW RECORD FROM THE EX-LIBERTINES FRONTMAN PETER DOHERTY 
TRACEY THORN - OUT OF THE WOODS / THE VOICE BEHIND EVERYTHING BUT THE GIRL 


ASTRALWERKS + THE HOME OF UNCOMPROMISING MUSIC 
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BLENDER’S PROMOTIONAL SECTION 





PRESENTED BY 


PULSAR 


Right now, THE PULSAR 
EXTREME PLAYLIST of 


Blender-Recommended tunes 
is waiting for you at eMusic, 


ready to download for 


FREE! 


THE DONNAS 


WHITE STRIPES 


ARCADE FIRE 


THE RACONTEURS 


ATMOSPHERE 


SOUNDGARDEN 


TOKYO POLICE CLUB 


THE BLACK CROWES 


MODEST MOUSE 


THE STROKES 


EMUSIC 


N°? 1 Site for Independent Music 











The contestants 

on Flavor of Love 3 
leave something to 
be desired. 


ROBERT PLANT AND 
ALISON KRAUSS 


RAISING SAND C333 


ROUNDER 


Led Zeppelin singer climbs a 
stairway to bluegrass heaven 


In his solo 
ae career, Robert 
Plant has 
traveled from 
the sands of 
Timbuktu to the darkest 
cut-out bins, but this sweet 
and gently atmospheric 
collaboration with bluegrass 
star Alison Krauss is one 

of his most unlikely moves. 


Even more surprising is how 


dynamic the duo sounds, 

as their voices both blend 
together and draw each 
other into tresh territory. 
Ranging through a taste- 

ful collection of obscure 
blues, folk and country-rock 
covers—fleshed out with 
guitar from downtown 
Marc Ribot and deep-woods 
Norman Blake—Krauss 
keeps her saccharine side in 
check, and Plant offers just 
a few orgasmic yelps. The 
strongest songs are the most 
intimate: weepy ballads 
where Krauss leads the 


aging rock god like a shy boy 


through the pines. 

ERIK DAVIS 

DOWNLOAD: “Killing the 
Blues,” “Polly Come Home,” 


“Through the Morning, 
Through the Night” 


PUBLIC ENEMY 


HOW YOU SELL SOUL TOA 


SOULLESS PEOPLE WHO SOLD 
THEIR SOUL Ce 3'/, 


SLAM JAMZ 


Advice from rap’s greatest sages: 


Start snitching! 

Twenty years after Public 
Enemy first rocked boule- 
vards and bombed minds, 


Chuck D is now proudly hip- 
hop’s loudest conservative 
crank, wearing his critical 
distance from commercial 
rap like his signature Pirates 
cap. But a hip-hop conserva- 
tive is just an embittered 
liberal, so his screeds against 
apolitical MCs, crime 
rhymes, stoP SNITCHING 
T-shirts and “self-escapism” 
are as morally correct as 
they are crotchety. Gary G- 
Wiz of the Bomb Squad, PE’s 
golden-era production crew, 
mixes soul-horn fanfares, 
metal guitars and old-school 
funk samples with beats 
reminiscent of bouncy Dr. 
Dre and grinding Houston; 
the gruff, authoritative 
Chuck and irrepressible 
second-banana-turned- 
VH1-ladykilla Flavor Flav 
know that uplifting kids 
corroded by gangsta rap 
means offering something 
emotionally fierce and 
reasonably current. Most 
cranks think they're doing 


you a favor by dispensing 


their wisdom. These old- 
timers really are. 
JON DOLAN 


DOWNLOAD: “Harder Than 
You Think,” “Amerikan 
Gangster” 


PATTI SCIALFA 
PLAY IT AS IT LAYS OOO, 


COLUMBIA 











Oldies aficionado (and Spring- 
steen wifey) surpasses her first 
two solo albums 





Patti Scialfa’s in love, but 
she’s not singing about 
husband Bruce Springsteen. 
She's head over stiletto 
heels for a certain kind of 
American song, the type 
that wags a finger even as it 
thrusts its hips (and came 
before Lyndon Johnson 
took office). Whether quot- 
ing a “doo lang, doo lang” 
from girl group the Chiffons 


(less cheesy than it sounds) 
or beseeching the spirit 

of Elvis Presley to “rock 

her soul” (rather cheesy), 
Scialfa applies her wonder- 
ful, come-hither-with-a- 
cigarette voice to bringing 
sassy back. The disc's not 
merely nostalgic: That Chif- 
fons lift nestles into “Like 
Any Woman Would,” whose 
bass-driven beat and drift- 
ing country guitar speaks to 
the pop commitment and 
chops of her band more than 
any collection of 45s. Sultry 
suits her fine, but when she 
reaches for the sadness in 
these self-written songs, she 
can't summon the sense of 
conflict that was embedded 
in ‘50s pop. 

NICK CATUCCI 


DOWNLOAD: “Like Any 
Woman Would,” “Town 
Called Heartbreak,” “Bad 
for You” 


SHE WANTS REVENGE 
THIS IS FOREVER €3¢3 


FLAWLESS/GEFFEN 








Biracial L.A. singer goes to night- 
clubs, sees only manipulation 


Vampires can be sexy: Think 
of Morticia Addams, Dark 


| LOVE THIS CD! 


FALL OUT BOY 

INFINITY ON HIGH ‘suaxo 

“I work all day and 
sometimes when I’m 
driving home it’s good to 
hear something with a 
crunchy beat and some 
screaming lyrics.” 








PUBLIC ENEMY: ROBERT DOWNS; GREEN: RUSS ELLIOT/ADMEDIA. 
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She Wants 
Revenge want 
revenge on their 
hairdressers. 


Shadows, The Hunger, Amy 


Winehouse. Gothic and bloodless 
from their black apparel to their 


kinky, voyeuristic videos, She 


Wants Revenge promise to bring 


darkwave out of underground 


clubs and into the mainstream, 
spreading chrome-plated synthe- 


sizers and fishnet fantasies by 


way of tawdry hooks like the one 
in “Tear You Apart,” the highlight 


of their 2006 debut. “Let’s kiss 
hard, fuck the games,” Justin 


Warfield commands on the 
follow-up, his voice as monotone 
as it is faux British. In songs that 
set his chilly accusations against 
inhuman electronics and guitars 
that use echo the way models 
use mascara, SWR proclaim 

the torture of romance and 

“fast attractions” that start on 
the dance floor and end, invari- 
ably, in screaming and begging. 
Begging can be sexy, too, but for 
SWR it’s just another joyless act 


THE GUIDE [ay ea 8a Ss 


by a hateful species. Who's got a 
wooden stake? 
ROB TANNENBAUM 


DOWNLOAD: “True Romance” 


SERJ TANKIAN 


ELECT THE DEAD (333 


SERJICAL STRIKE 


System of a Down frontman roars about 


the president, guns and God 


When George Bush named his 


[Iraq troop buildup the “surge,” 
one man must have screamed 
louder than any other. Serj 
Tankian, singer-conceptualist for 
System of a Down, has a hard- 
won rep as a rabble-rousing, 
caterwauling Bush-basher. He's 
screaming louder than ever on 
his solo CD, but what’s notable 

is how all the titanium riffs and 
loud-soft-loud dynamics now feel 
personalized, a little cozier and 
more multihued than on a SOAD 
record. Sure, “The Unthinking 
Majority” urges the nation to 
wake up, and the title cut urges 
the same folks to wise up and 
listen to departed souls, but the 
revelation is the relationship 
songs, which sound shockingly 
tender—if you can be shockingly 
tender while yodeling. Tankian is 


as grandiose a singer as ever, but 
the Frank Zappa-like sarcasm 
of System of a Down's last few 
records is gone and a weary 
hopefulness has settled in. 

RJ SMITH 


DOWNLOAD: “The Unthinking 


Majority,” “Honking Antelope” 


THRICE 


THE ALCHEMY INDEX: VOLS! & 
II—FIRE & WATER &3€3 


VAGRANT 


What's Thrice divided by four? Disap- 
pointing, mostly 


There's nothing like a concept 
album for faking musical matu- 
rity. Thrice, the once blissfully 
simple post-hardcore band from 
California, have shelved their 
acrobatic riffs and breast-beating 
choruses for a double album—or, 
rather, four conjoined EPs, each 
based on one of the four natural 
elements. “Vol I., Fire” is all caus- 
tic blasts, with sledgehammer 
guitars and Dustin Kensrues 
lacerating treble roaring odes 

to destruction and annihilation. 
“Vol II., Water” is a stoner-rock 
meditation on isolation and 
infinity, suffused in lakes of 
reverb and wan sonar blips >> 
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aged Mike Skinner. Too bad, then, 
that the album drifts off into the 
ambient sighs and murmurs of 
their recent movie-soundtrack 
work, minus the diverting visuals. 
DORIAN LYNSKEY 


into the electronic deep. The one 
revelation is “The Flame Deluge,” 
a lush immolation at the pyre of 
Isis. Next stop, the hanging—out- 
with-Ravi Shankar phase. 

ALEX BENENSON 





Underworld: Do 
a llama next! 











Mefo ware anc required $12.95 monthly su 


ecto Customer Agreement available at x 








o 


Exclusive Music is 


One of a kind radio shows personally crafted & hosted by music's biggest legends, exclusively for XM. 


intion Sold separately, Subscription fee is consumer only. XM produc 





con hry 4 os ee | So eat n whic a a 
dia.com, Only available in the 48 contiguous United States, 02007 & 


DOWNLOAD: “The Flame Deluge” 


UNDERWORLD 
OBLIVION WITH BELLS C3436 _ 


SIDE ONE 


Techno heroes dial it down, nod off <i 


[t’s hard to grow old gracefully on 
the dance floor. Karl Hyde and 
Rick Smith were already in their 
30s in 1990, when they trans- 
formed Underworld from falter- 
ing new romantics to free-form 
techno adventurers—their biggest 
hit, “Born Slippy,” harnessed 
manic lowlite poetry to a murder- 
ously heavy kick drum. Their fifth 
album marks a dignified retreat 
from bullet-train beats. Even the 
relatively lively cuts “Crocodile” 
and “Beautiful Burnout” are 
subdued, mesmerizing night- 
drive techno, more mood than 
movement. The flute-laced “Ring 
Road” is a rewarding departure, 
with Hyde a wistful voyeur 
surveying suburban drinkers and 
shoppers in the voice of a middle- 


r Tatar ent Gb} =p ior aeu fae 
5, DOORN, SERVICES, ari s, 
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DOWNLOAD: “Beautiful Burnout,” 


“Ring Road” 


EDDIE VEDDER 


MUSIC FOR THE MOTION PICTURE 


INTO THE WILD 333 
J 


Pearl Jam frontman’s songs about 
saintly starvation do not include the 


line “I'm goin’ hungraaaaaaay-haay” 


Eddie Vedder is grunge'’s surf- 
board mystic, so his attraction 

to the story of Christopher 
McCandless is easy to under- 
stand. McCandless, the real-life 
subject of Sean Penn's film Jnte 
the Wild, starved to death in the 
Alaskan wilderness in 1992 after 
donating his savings to a charity 
and trimming his possessions to 

a rifle and a handbook on edible 
flora. In these 11 songs, Vedder 
imagines the anxious disenchant- 
ment of a too-good-for-this-world 
ascetic (“Society”) who peace- 
fully hands himself over to fate 
(“Guaranteed”). For Vedder, who's 





UNDERWORLD: PEROU 











DAVID GROVER COVER ART: DAVIES « STARR, 





spent his career balancing yearn- 
ing and rage, McCandless's story 
has a sedative effect: There are 
no snarls here, just sweet, bluesy 
strumming with murmurs, moans 
and rallying cries. “I’ve got my 
indignation, but I’m pure in all 
my thoughts; I’m alive,’ he sings. 
It’s the sound of a 24-year-old 
accepting death, as imagined by a 
lifelong misfit aging gracefully. 
JONAH WEINER 


DOWNLOAD: “Hard Sun,” 
“Guaranteed” 


THE CD WE DIDN'T 


EVEN UNWRAP 





[Wefetagl 


WILL.I.AM 


SONGS ABOUT GIRLS €9¢9/, 


INTERSCOPE 


Black Eyed Peas mastermind goes solo, 
tries to survive absence of Apl.De.Ap 


Husky-voiced top-hat aficionado 
will.i.am sticks to his smash hip- 
pop blueprint on the prosaically 

(and accurately) titled Songs 


About Girls. There's a ring-tone- 


ready MILF-rallying call (“I Got 
It From My Mama’), sexual single 
entendres (“You gotta pretty face 
and some tig ol’ bits/T just wanna 
pay you some compliments”), and 
on “The Donque Song,’ about a 
woman's ass, he and Snoop Dogg 
promote an addition to the Oxford 
English Dictionary that rivals 
Fergalicious. Its hard to stay mad 
at such an enthusiast—beneath 
the heavy petting, he displays a 
pleasant touch for soft "7Os soul. 
“Impatient” is near-wordless, 
slinky robo-disco, and “Heart- 
breaker” honors the suddenly 

hip Hall & Oates. Bonus points 
for the “I’m sorry” chorus on the 
latter. He's not talking about “My 
Humps,” but it’s nice to daydream. 
ANDY GREENWALD 

DOWNLOAD: “Heartbreaker” 
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ANIMAL COLLECTIVE 
STRAWBERRY JAM 


DOMINO 
A whimsical, joyfully distorted 


album fram Brooklyn's costume- 
wearing weirdos. Hippies are back! 


BONE PALACE BALLET 
EQUAL VISION 
Led by a virtuoso howler, emo 
monsters filla second set with sex, 
blood ... and lots of screaming. 


quincy jones 


00 CENT 
CURTIS 


SHADY /AFTERMATH)INTERSCOPE 

This gangsta salvo reaffirms 50's 

commitment to gunplay and likens 
his pelvis to a roller coaster. 


KANYE WEST 
GRADUATION 


AOG-A-FELLA/OEF AM 
The biggest ego in pop makes good 
on his boasts, with more funny self- 
admissions and impeccable beats. 





ARE YOU ON? 


www.xmradio.com/exclusive 
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LICK IT UP 





A box set of metal’s golden age makes the era of lipstick and leather seem like Eden ( 2, Jon vo.an ) 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


THE HEAVY METAL BOX e3¢3'/. 
RHINO 





“IT WANNA ROCK!” “Rock you like a hur- 
ricane!” “Rock me!” No metal singer’s 
lyrics ever got sent back from his Eng- 
lish teacher at the School of Rock with 
a note that said, “Unclear, please revise.” 
Why mince words when your message— 
I rule—is so pure? The variety of the 57 
bands on this four-dise history of *70s 
and ‘80s metal (packaged in a Marshall 
amp-styled box with a dial that goes to 
11) is vast. The vaudevillian horror-glam 
of Alice Cooper to the dystopian boogie 
of Blue Oyster Cult to the guttural thrash 
of Motorhead to the cheap and easy poo- 
dle rock of Poison to the black metal of 
Venom to the African American metal of 
Living Colour—it all fits into hard rock’s 
big tent. Some bands shrieked like coke- 
crazed castrati, others sneered at society. 
Some sang about Fascist queens, ax mur- 
derers, B-movie monsters and finding out 
that Mom is a witch. Many merely lived 
to saunter through airport security with a 
cucumber shoved down the front of their 
synthetic-leather pants. 


“L 
Pal 
7 


But all wanted power. For with power 
comes ... responsibility? Not that. Wis- 
dom? You're getting colder. Rehab? 
Exactly! 

Metal is individualistic. It gave us rock's 
first Republican (Ted Nugent) and the 
only band to promote itself with a credit 
card (Kiss). At the same time, its power 
fantasy was so infectious that burnouts, 
D&D goobers and even girls all wanted in. 
(Bashing babes Girlschool and ex-Run- 
away Lita Ford each have tracks here.) 

In this inclusive spirit (or due to licens- 
ing restrictions), The Heavy Metal Box 



















Sebastian 
Bach of Skid 
Row (he’s 
the one 
standing). 





Scorpions greet 
the arrival of 
Satan, deli tray. 


features bands most committed to the cul- 
ture, while missing a bunch that transcend- 
ed it. Ifa group's audience extended beyond 
teens interested in cat sacrifice, it may not be 
here. You get the one great song by AC/DC 
wannabes Rose Tattoo and Accept, but not 
the Aussie riff drillers themselves; a beauty- 
shop reception area full of fluffy hair met- 
al (Cinderella, Faster Pussycat, Great White, 
Whitesnake), but no Motley Criie; L.A. 
sleaze trough W.A.S.P., but no Guns N’ Ros- 
es. Wherefore art thou, Ozzy? 

The shadow of the greatest absent band, 
Led Zeppelin, hangs long over the first two 
discs. Iron Butterfly’s 1968 epic “In-A-Gad- 
da-Da-Vida” is no “Stairway to Heaven,” but 
as the only song here to feature the phrase “I 
love you,” it marks a transition from hippie 
utopianism to the biker drone of Deep Pur- 
ple and Uriah Heep. In the late "70s, when 
Zep went “soft,” Iron Maiden, Diamond 
Head, Motorhead, Judas Priest and Angel 
Witch unleashed the “new wave of British 
metal,” trading their elders’ blues fetish for 
galloping double-time tempos and tons of 
big-upping the Beast Master. It was a great 
release for working-class kids burned by a 
debilitating recession. 

Something similar happened in Amer- 
ica. The Corvette slickness of Van Halen 
and others elicited the extremity of Slay- 
er, Metallica and Megadeth, bands dig- 
ging an underground that would become 
big enough to require the more intense 
responses of Prong and Brazil’s Sepultura. 
By the mid-80s, nothing could induce a fan 
of the irresistibly catchy hair band Ratt to 
walk across the high school parking lot and 
bum a smoke from a fan of the irresistibly 
blitzing speedsters Overkill. This tension 
between pop metal and true metal defines 
discs three and four. It’s as if the 80s were 
a huge turf battle fought with big amps vs. 
bigger amps. 

Cultural gatekeepers found it all equal- 
ly odious: “It won't go away,” Rolling Stone 
lamented in 1987. Eventually it did. The 
Heavy Metal Box ends in 1991, right before 
Nirvana injected angst and introspection 
into music that had been about animal 
immediacy. Today, hard-rock bands sing 
about their emotions and wonder why Mom 
didn't take time to read them The Giving 
Tree. The bands on this compilation all lived 
too fast to whine. If Mom wasn’t a witch, 
why sing about her? 

DOWNLOAD: Motorhead, “Ace of Spades”; 


Ratt, “Round and Round”; Diamond Head, “Am 
1 Evil?” 


BACH: GEOAGE BODNER/RETNA; SCORPIONS; RICK GOULD/ICP 


Cutting Edge Design Delivers Incredible Results 


You've never experienced a home strength machine like this! 
How is the Bowflex Revolution® Home Gym different? 


- 


Our smooth SpiraFlex® resistance feels just | 
like traditional strength equipment, but packs 
it into revolutionary lightweight plates! 


And, by using the adjustable Freedom Arms~ 
you can quickly change the angle of resistance, 


increasing exercise effectiveness. Fae | 
Lightweight SpiraFlex® 


Plus, with over 100 exercises available, the Bowflex resistance plate 


Revolution® provides exceptional workout versatility. 


The result? An easier AND more efficient workott that’s GUARANTEED" 
to give you a better body in just 6 weeks. 


* On approved Bowflex™ credit card purchases. The advertised payment is based on a promotional minimum payment ot 1.555 of purchase 
orice. The amount of your total Minimum Monthly Payment will depend on additional purchases and accourt balances. See Cardholder Agree- 
ment and Piscloture Statement for details, Call 1.888.367.4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. Estimated monthly 
payments do not include taxes, and shipping and handling. 

t/100% Satisfaction Guarantee includes full refund of purchase price, less shipping and handling. Call tor details. tf you decide to retuim your 
Beevilex Revelution™ machine, simply call (200) 605-3369 within 6 weeks to ask for a retum authorization number. Machine and accessories 
must be returned in original condition and packaging, and postmarmed no later than 2 weeks aller date of retumn authorization. 
© 2007 Navtilucs, Inc. All rights reserved. Bowdlex, the Bowflex logo, and Bowflex Revolution are either registered trademarks ot trademarks of 
Nautilus, Inc. SpiraFlex is a registered trademark of SpiraFlen, Inc. (1107) PLIGQ?BLENOREDEF 
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Exceptional Standard Features Transform Your Body 
in Just 20 Minutes a Day, 3 Times a Week: 


«Up to 220 Ibs. of resistance (upgrades available!) 
® Space-efficient fold-up design 

© Leg extension/leg curl station 

© Built-in rowing machine 

© Preacher curl attachment 

* Leg press plate 

© 10-year limited warranty 

e 100% Satisfaction Guarantee’ 
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THE SCORE 


CLASSIC 
GREAT 


GOOD 
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FOUL 


MICK JAGGER 


THE VERY BEST OF MICK JAGGER «3 


ATLANTIC/AHING 


How many great songs did this rock 
immortal manage in his trend-hopping 
solo career? As many as Los Del Rio 


“Memo From Turner,’ the first 


time Mick Jagger went Stone 
alone, showed he was palpably 
unsatisfied with his day job; He 
spouted William Burroughs-ish 
lyrics over off-center slide guitar, 
and the riveting creepiness 
suggested obsessions a big rock 
band couldn't hold. “Memo” is 
here, and among these songs 

and unreleased scraps from four 
subsequent solo albums, it seems 
as jolting as it did in 1970. After 
that, he locked eyes with carnal 
themes: He's been lucky in love, 
and now he wants something 
that'll last. For this he went solo? 
“Just Another Night” perfectly 
evokes a disco scene from an ‘SOs 
Brian De Palma movie, and the 
unreleased “Too Many Cooks 
(Spoil the Soup),” produced by 
John Lennon in 1973, is happily 
funky. As for the rest? Keith 
Richards got a concussion from 
falling out of a tree, but this is a 
much more hazardous freefall. 

Ru SMITH 

DOWNLOAD: “Memo From Turner” 


JIMMY EAT WORLD 


STATIC PREVAILS 
CLARITY to eyee5!/2 


CAPITOL/EMI 


Before “The Middle" made them stars, 
Jimmy Eat World invented modern emo 





Jimmy Eat World certainly didn't 
set out to become the grandfa- 
thers of mall emo. It just kinda 
happened that way, as proven by 
these reissues of their pre-break- 
through dises (each amended 
with throwaway B-sides), When 
Static Prevails was released 

by Capitol in 1996, the genial 
Arizona group was the benefi- 
ciary of some late post-grunge 
scene-scraping, and their imma- 
turity showed: Frontman Jim 
Adkins struggles to find his voice 
underneath choppy production 
and not-quite-there songwriting 
(though he does unleash a semi- 
nal proto-emo rallying call on 
“Call [tin the Air”: “Become your 
dad!"), It was 1999's masterful 


162 Blender.com 





Clarity that established a founda- 
tion for 21st-century emo (it also 
got them dropped by Capitol): 
time-stamped, yearning lyrics 
about turning moments into 
memories, laid over crystalline 
ruitar hooks. Dozens of weepy 
bottom-feeders have tried to 
write mid-20s-angst anthems 
better than the soaring “Lucky 
Denver Mint” or the delicately 
heartbroken “Just Watch the Fire- 
works —but few have succeeded. 
ANDY GREENWALD 


DOWNLOAD: “Lucky Denver Mint,” 


“Clarity,” “Just Watch the Fireworks” 


IKE & TINA TURNER 


THE IKE & TINA TURNER STORY: 


960-1975 (epee 
TIME LIFE 


A family album of the most intense and 


messed-up soul marriage ever 


From the get- 

vo, [ke and Tina 
Turner's music was 
immensely power- 

| ful and immensely 
creepy Over a gristly R&B strut in 
1960's “A Fool in Love, Tina wails 
so loud that the microphones 
distort, while backup singers 
summarize her marital problems: 
“You know you love him, you can't 
understand/Why he treats you 
like he do when he’s such a good 
man. Those words were written 
by Ike, who was to wife-beating 
what Hank Aaron was to home 
runs, and in a disturbing majority 
of songs on this handy but flawed 
three-dise set, which draws 

from each major part of their 
checkered label history, a woman 
swears she ll never stop pleasing 
the man who mistreats her. It 
would be sickening if Tina—who, 
abuse or no, established the 
archetype of a raw-throated soul 
queen—didn't sing with such 
indomitable force. And in a 1969 





ELVIS COSTELLO 
MY AIM IS TRUE 


HIP GY LE 


On his (977 debut, this British 
sharkmaster was a bitter, 
lonely geek, fuming (brilliantly) 
in his room about girls, rich 
people and rich girls. 


Mick Jagger: 
Ooh, girl, you 
better get that 
tummy waxed! 


concert included here, she gets 
revenge with an extended rant on 
asong Ike didn't write: “Respect.” 
HEN SISARIO 

DOWNLOAD: “A Foolin Love,” “1 
Idolize You,” “Tra La La La La” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


THE BRIT BOX 33 
RING 


Deluxe set of U.K. rock errs by trying to 


memorialize Kula Shaker, other duds 


After a four-year reign marked by 


an increase in male eyeliner and 
the demise of the live-drumming 
industry, the synthesizer was 
dethroned in 1984 by the Smiths, 
who started a rebellion against 
glossy British pop. This four-CD 
history of the subsequent guitar- 
rock era careens from obvious 
hits (Oasis, Blur. New Order) to 
underappreciated bands (Space- 
men 3, the Mighty Lemon Drops, 
Swervedriver) to the absolute 
dregs of British hype (Menswear, 
Gay Dad). Instead of exploring 
how dance music infiltrated 
rock, The Brit Box includes too 


Gwiads Sere 


YOUNG MARBLE GIANTS 
COLOSSAL YOUTH 
DOMING 
From three Welsh gloomsters who 
plumbed the quiet side of 
punk, a now-expanded marvel 
full of frosty meditations on 


loss and detachment. | | 








many faceless groups with forget- 
table songs. The result is a kind 
of indiscriminate Anglophilia, 
free from thoughts of long-term 
impact or record sales. Still, good 
songs outnumber bad ones, and 
excellent liner notes make this 
useful for anyone who wants to 
understand the days when bands 
wore tracksuits and trainers. 

JAMES BARBER 

DOWNLOAD: My Bloody Valentine, 
“Only Shallow"; Ride, “Vapour Trail” 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


VEE-JAY: THE DEFINITIVE 
COLLECTION toate 


SHOUT! FACTORY 


Glory days of the most important black 


label that wasn't Chess, Stax or Motown 
Although best known for stum- 
bling on the pre-mania Beatles in 
1962, Vee-Jay made tts mark as 
the premier 1950s black-owned 
indie label, unleashing a string 

of blues, gospel, doo-wop and 
R&B standards that included 
Jimmy Reed's “Bright Lights, Big 
City” and Hank Ballard & the 
Midnighters’ “The Twist.” Unlike 
Motown, which it inspired, Vee- 
Jay's had a predominantly black 
audience, and the label often 
bucked white trends. With rock & 
roll exploding in 1957, the Dele- 
gates’ “Mother's Son” offered the 
brooding harmonies and pensive 
rhythms of African field chants: in 
1959, the Swan Silvertones’ “Mary 
Don't You Weep” rocked churches, 
not sock hops. In fact, white 
music may have killed Vee-Jay. 
Selling millions of Beatles records, 
the label buckled, eventually shut- 
tering with millions in debt. 

KAREN SCHOEMER 

DOWNLOAD: The Delegates, “Moth- 
er’s Son”; the Staple Singers, 
*Uncloudy Day” 
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What do Bose” 
in-ear headphones 
sound like? 


“We compared the phones with other earbuds and were 
impressed with the clean sound definition of the Bose. 
Guitar-picking and vocals were vibrant. Hip-hop’s hard- 
driving bass reproduced well. Classical was rendered with 
concert-hall richness.” 

- CLAYTON COLLINS, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 


“In-ear headphones from Bose deliver amazing sound while 
providing a supremely comfortable fit...robust, realistic audio 
while resting unnoticeably in the ear..." 

- GRAHAM REED, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


"...sound quality that's extremely well-balanced and natural- 
sounding from bottom instrumental notes to top...” 
— JONATHAN TAKIFF, PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS 


"The Bose in-ear phones deliver great bass...very natural bass, 
not the boomy kind. The rest of the sound spectrum Is 
smooth and even.” 


— RICH WARREN, NEWS-GAZETTE 


“Sonically, the music is spacious and highly detailed..." 
— STEPHEN WILLIAMS, WEWSDAY 


We invite you to try them for 30 days and judge for 
yourself. Because the only way to really appreciate Bose® 
in-ear headphones is to personally experience them, our risk- 
free guarantee lets you take your time. So enjoy them with all 
your favorite music at home or on the go. You'll notice the 
difference the moment you put them on. 





To order Bose® in-ear headphones or 
to learn more about all of our headphones: 


Call toll free 1-800-267-6095, ext. RK150 _fFF MP {5 FF * 


Or visit us at Bose.com/RK150 Better sound through researche 


©2007 Bese Corporation. Patent mghts sued andor pending. 
only and pv, 


dees not inchede return shipping. Delwery is subject to proc 
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THE ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND 


With 33-minute jams fueled by slide-guitar 
fireworks, only death and betrayal could slow this 
dazzling, cursed Georgia band ( #, aviv srowne ) 


THE ALLMAN BROTHERS were together 
for only three albums, but the Allman Broth- 
ers Band has endured, even thrived, with only 
one Allman on board, for almost 40 years. The 
first—and, along with Lynyrd Skynyrd, the 
best—Southern-rock band, they were good 
students of the blues, covering Muddy Waters 
and Sonny Boy Williamson. By adding psychedelic guitar and a 
wing-it looseness, they expanded the definition ofa“roots” band. 

Their legacy isn't only in offshoots like Gov't Mule and the Derek 
Trucks Band, but in the extended flights of Dave Matthews, the 
roadhouse country of Keith Urban and the playing of anyone who 
appears at the annual Jammy awards. 

Ifany band had the right to play the blues, it was the Allmans: 
Theirstory hasbeen relentlessly tragic. The brothers were Duane 
and youngersiblin ¢ Gregg, whose father was killed bya hitehhik- 
er. In 1968, after kicking around in early groups, the brothers 
started the band they named for themselves. After two albums, 


EVERY 
ORIGINAL 


ALBUM 
REVIEWED 





they broke through with 4¢ Fillmore East, still counted as one of 


the greatest live records. Duane’s 1971 death by motorcycle acci- 
dentin Macon, Georgia, was the first trauma; eerily, bassist Berry 
Oakley died the same way almost exactly a year later, and on ly 
three blocks away. 

The band’s commercial success grew, but it was doomed by 
dissent, drugs and Gregg’s 1975 relocation to L.A. to be with Cher, 
Since then, the Allmans have broken up and re-formed twice; a 
1989 comeback seems to have stuck. But misfortunes continue: 
Bassist Allen Woody died unexpectedly in 2000, the same year 
guitarist Dickey Betts was fired (by fax). Yet the Allmans carry on, 
succeeding the Grateful Dead on the eternal touring circuit while 
steeling themselves for the next calamity. 


_ The Allman Brothers Band, 
1870: Butch Trucks (stand- 
| ing); (from right) Dickey 

) Gefts, Duane Allman, 

g Allman, Jai Johanny 

=a “and Berry Dakiey. 








ESSENTIAL 
AT FILLMORE EAST 


CAPRICORN, 1571 


pasted 





This third 
album, taped 
at a renowned 
New York 
concert hall 
months before 
Duane died, 
was more than 


justa collection of really long 


solos. Here were bony white boys 
playing blues standards with the 
inspired improvisatory dexterity 
of jazz masters. The true star is 
Duane's slide guitar, which slices 
like a can opener, 

DOWNLOAD: “Statesboro Blues,” 
“Done Somebody Wrong,” “In 
Memory of Elizabeth Reed” 


EAT A PEACH 


CAPRICORN, 1972 
CCC 


The first album 
after Duane’s 


death was a 
heartbreaking 
| patchwork: 





Fillmore 

East leftovers 
and studio 
originals taped right before—and 
after—he died. Testifying to their 
resilience, the package holds 
together. Gregg’s new songs (and 
vocals) felt even more beautifully 
burdened, and the country-air 
briskness of Betts’s “Blue Sky” (his 
singing debut) opened up new 
vistas, On “Mountain (Jam),” they 
showed they could turn a hit by 
Brit folkie Donovan into the basis 
for a 33-minute exploration. 
DOWNLOAD: “Trouble No More,” 
“Ain't Wastin’ Time No More” 


BROTHERS AND SISTERS 


CAPRICORN, (973 


SVoog 


In many ways, 
the Allmans 
never recov- 
ered from the 
two deaths, but 
as Gregg said, 
“We'd all have 
turned into 
fucking vegetables if vou hadn't 
been able to get out there and 
play.” From the eestatic ringing 
guitars on “Ramblin’ Man” (their 
first Top 10 hit) to newcomer 
Chuck Leavell’s vivacious piano, 
the revamped Allmans made 





jubilant music tinged with sorrow. 


“Gonna boogie all “night.” Betts 
sang, and they did, sweetly. 
DOWNLOAD: “Ramblin’ Man,” 
“Jessica,” “Southbound” 


GREAT 


THE ALLMAN BROTHERS 
BAND 


ATCO, (969 













Although they 
posed nude on the 
sleeve, these were 
no hippies; they 
were scowling, 
we-do-what-we- 
want proponents 
of Southern pride. 
It's clear in the way they beef up 
blues riffs with hard-rock guitar and 
earage-band punch. Some of Gregg's 
most pained originals are here. 
DOWNLOAD: “Whipping Post,” “It's 
Not My Cross to Bear" 


IDLEWILD SOUTH 


ATCO, 1970 
Cote 


No one in the 
band had died 
yet, but their 
second album 
felt haunted, due 
to the spectral 
instrumental “In 
Memory of Eliza- 
beth Reed” (named after a cemetery 
headstone) and the hellhound- 
trailed “Midnight Rider.” 
DOWNLOAD: “Midnight Rider,” 
“Revival” 


SHADES OF TWO WORLDS 


EPIC, (991 


Reunions usually 
run aground fast. 
Secone-time- 
around come- 
backs? Forget it. 
But the most sear- 
ing of their post- 
‘89 studio sets 
sounds motivated: Listen to the uitar 
snarl of Betts and Warren Haynes 
and the upturn in songwriting. Even 
Grege's reference to his penis as a “six 
shooter” doesn't sound silly. 
DOWNLOAD: “Nobody Knows,” “End 
ofthe Line” 


GOLD 


MERCURY, 2005 


SOS 


Of their antholo- 
gies, this double 
disc is the place 
to start. Uniting 
highs, break- 
downs and resur- 
rections from 

~ 1969 to 1979, it 
proves that their songwriting and 
textured arrangements were as good 
as their well-known boogie expertise. 
DOWNLOAD: “Melissa.” “One Way Oul 
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CHECK IT OUT 


ENLIGHTENED ROGUES 


CAPRICORN, (979 


Cott 


In 1976 Gregg 
testified against 

a road manager 
who was jailed for 
dealing narcotics; 
band members 
termed Allman a 
snitch and vowed 
to never again work with him. Hence 
the cautious vibe of this reunion. 
DOWNLOAD: “Can't Take It With You,” 
“Crazy Love” 


DREAMS 


POLYDOR, 1989 


Cott 





One of the first 
swanky box 
sets, these four 
dises trace the 
brothers’ early 
| groups through 
later-period 
highs (Gregeg’s 
unexpectedly alert ‘87 hit “I’m No 
Angel"). Cultists drool over a disc of 
pre-Allmans cuts, but newcomers 
may be dismayed by alternate takes 
of songs heard better elsewhere. 
DOWNLOAD: “Trouble No More,” 
“I'm No Angel” 


SEVEN TURNS 


EPIC, (930 


tts 





Their first post- 
OS 1989 reunion 

album. Ifa motor- 

evcle gang formed 
a band, this is 
how it would 
B sound, complete 
with tales of bars, 
gambling and loaded dice. Haynes, 
making his band debut, jump- 
started the songwriting and sounded 
like he'd been born an Allman. 
DOWNLOAD: “Good Clean Fun,” 
“Seven turns” 


"PE UE 





ONE WAY OUT 


PEAGH/SANCTUAAY, 2004 


iD A) 


Why do people 
still schlep out to 
see the Allmans 
with the fervor 

of Deadheads? 
Here's the answer: 
a shockingly 
commanding 
recent live disc, with Haynes and 
drunimer Butch Trucks’s nephew 
Derek re-energizing old songs. Even 
Grege—whose voice was a depressed 
mumble by the "90s—roused himself. 
DOWNLOAD: “Old Before My Time” 












DOWNLOAD: “Elizabeth Reed” 





BE CAREFUL 
WIN, LOSE OR DRAW 


CAPRICORN, 975 





Tensions erupted 
when Gregg went 
to L.A. to live 
with (and marry) 
eirlfriend Cher. 
He even recorded 
vocals there while 
the band stewed 
in Georgia. This disconnected, 
passionless record is out of print. (Se 
is Two the Hard Way, the "77 duet 
album from Gregg and Cher, who 
divorced two years later.) 
DOWNLOAD: “Can’tLose What You 
Never Had” 


WHERE IT ALL BEGINS 


EPIC, 1994 


When Gregg 
boasted he “woke 
up late yesterday 
afternoon, he 
may not have 
been kidding: The 
uninspired blues 
that dominate 
this record are snooze-inducing. 
Only Betts’s airy “Back Where It All 
Begins” hits a transcendent high. 
DOWNLOAD: “Back Where It All 
Begins” 


AN EVENING WITH THE 
ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND: 
2ND SET 


EPIC, 1995 


Thanks to an 
unplugged 
version of “In 
Memory of Eliza- 
beth Reed,” 2nd 
Sef tops 1992's 
patchier First 
Set and 2000's 
Peakin’ at the Beacon. But all three 
live sets are soggy—and “Jessica” 
without a piano is just ridiculous. 


HITTIN’ THE NOTE 


PEACH SANCTUARY, 203 

Ces 

= In the studio for 
the first time with- 
out Betts, they 
again displayed 

| surprising hardi- 
ness: This was an 
assured roadhouse 
band, and at times 
Grege taps back into his moody soul. 
But even assured roadhouse bands 
need quality songs. 

DOWNLOAD: “Desdemona” 
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FOR FANS ONLY 


REACH FOR THE SKY 


ARISTA, 1980 


Oo 


mr] What's a newly re- 
: formed Southern 
rock band to do 
when new wave 
arrives? Renta 
synthesizer! On 
the first of their 
= two records for 
a new label, some of the old spunk 
emerged, mostly in Gregg’s pissy 
growl. But the hackneyed song 
titles—“Hell & High Water,’ “I Got 
a Right to Be Wrong”—told the sad 
story of a band without a context. 
DOWNLOAD: “Angeline” 





BROTHERS OF THE ROAD 


ARISTA, (381 


“The music must 
4) goon, they sang 
in the title song. 
OK, but did tt 
have to sound 
like a dejected 
we? | Doobie Brothers? 
: ~ Bogged down by 
squishy harmonies and wan hooks, 
their second Arista disc was their 
most blatant attempt to go pop. 
No wonder they broke up—for the 
second time—a year later. (Select 
tracks from both Arista albums 
comprise Hell & High Water: The 
Best of the Arista Years.) 


DOWNLOAD: none 


THE FILLMORE CONCERTS 


MERCURY. [992 


Hard as it may be 
to believe, some 
of the nearly 
20-minute jams 
on the original 
At Fillmore East 
were actually 
trimmed for 
release. For those who want to hear 
the complete, unedited takes—plus 
specious tracks that splice together 
different versions from different 
nights, for no good reason—this 
unnecessary repackaging carries an 
inflated sticker price. Most egregious 
sin: deleting the dude who yelled 
“Whipping Post!” Don’t mess with 
history, guys. 


DOWNLOAD: “You Don’t Love Me” 


FURTHER 
LISTENING 


DUANE ALLMAN 

AN ANTHOLOGY 
CAPRICORN, 1972 

COD 

This two-disc tribute 
takes in Allmans tunes 
and records Duane 
played on, includ- 

ing “Layla.” With 

its Aretha Franklin, 
Clarence Carter and 
Wilson Pickett tracks, 
the first disc features 
a thrilling detour into 
‘60s soul, and Duane's 
bee-sting solos and 
slide guitar—a nearly 
human wail—sound 
both out of place and 
right at home. 


DOWNLOAD: John 


Hammond, “Shake for 
Me”: Clarence Carter, 
“The Road of Love” 


GREGG ALLMAN 


LAID BACK 


CAPRICORN, 1973 
CHC 


For his first (and liveli- 
est) solo record, Gregg 
surrounded himself 
with horns, strings and 
gospel singers, almost 
as if he was seeking 

a support system to 
help him deal with his 
brother’s death. The 
result: a stately, reflec- 
tive set, embodied by a 
haunted-house remake 
of “Midnight Rider* 
and a version of Jack- 
son Browne's doleful 
“These Days” in which 
Gregg clearly meant 
every regretful word. 


DOWNLOAD: “Midnight 


Rider,” “These Days” 


RICHARD BETTS 
HIGHWAY CALL 
CAPRICORN, 1974 


OOo 


The temporary name 
change from Dickey 
to Richard was an 
attempt to make him 
sound classier. But 
at heart, Betts was a 
eood ol’ boy who loved 
country harmonies 
and bluegrass-style 
solos—both of which 
came to fruition on 
this ebullient, conge- 
nial romp, his best 
non-Allmans record. 


DOWNLOAD: “Long 


Time Gone,” “Rain” 


NICKELBACK 


PNC BANK ARTS CENTER 
HOLMDEL, NEW JERSEY 


AUGUST 23, 2007 «lveyeyy 


“I SAY NICKEL. You say back,” 
Chad Kroeger roars. The Nickel- 
back singer is such a considerate 
guy, he asks the crowd to remem- 
ber and repeat only a single sylla- 
ble. Throughout the night, Kroeger works 
hard to ingratiate himself with fans: He dis- 
patches bassist brother Mike Kroeger and 
guitarist Ryan Peake to toss cups of beer into 
the stands. (Doesn't that make it difficult to 
drink the beer?) “How ‘bout we bring out 
some cannons, fill ‘em up with Nickelback 
shit and SHOOT ’EM AT YA?!” Chad pro- 
poses, and soon, T-shirts and other free mer- 
chandise—er, shit—is flying into the stands. 

A cannon could just as well be the band’s 
logo—most everything they do is loud and 
heavy-handed, including Daniel Adair’s 
double-bass-happy drum solo, hellish pyro- 
technics and a tribute to Pantera guitarist 
“Dimebag” Darrell Abbott in which a D-Bag 
solo is pasted into one of Nickelback’s head- 
bangiest jams, “Side of a Bullet.” This seems 
like a misguided bid for hard-rock credibili- 
ty: Nickelback is already the people's choice, 
with a six-year reign that’s brought 16 mil- 
lion CD sales. But Kroeger knows that hon- 
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oring the dead, like giving away free stuff, is 
the mark ofa good populist. 

AT-shirt-and-jeans guy from the Canadi- 
an West, Kroeger's got the rugged good looks 
of a cattle rustler, manly but unglamorous. 
His songs build on contusive guitar surg- 
es and titanic drum slams—in other words, 
grunge. But unlike their world-saving fore- 
bears, Nickelback don't believe they're above 
singing about girls. 

Grunge heroes were drama kings— 
druggy narcissists (Kurt Cobain), drug- 
gy train wrecks (Scott Weiland), ethics pro- 
fessors (Eddie Vedder) or spiritual instruc- 
tors (Scott Stapp). But what if hops, not her- 
oin, was your thing, Ralph Nader bummed 


NICKELBACK PARKING LOT 








10s-grunge des 





you out and going to church made you fidg- 
ety? Kroeger streamlined Vedder's grandpa 
growl and Nirvana's pummeling dynamics, 
wrote crisper hooks than even STP and jetti- 
soned piety while turning grunge’s suffering 
moan tothe one thing that truly does burden 
all men’s souls: women. 

On their first hit, 2001's “How You Rem- 
ind Me,’ Kroeger griped about a relation- 
ship, and his kvetching only hinted at some 
genuine girl issues. The nearer he gets to 
getting lucky, the angrier he seems; the set 
closer, “Figured You Out,’ compares his girl- 
friend toa “damned disease” and makes get- 
ting a blow job sound about as fun as having 
your appendix removed. 








STEPHANIE MASTROPIETRO CARLOS MARTINEZ ELISA DIMARSICO 
34, PRODUCT MANAGER 26, TRUCK DRIVER 28, MOM 
JERSEY CITY, NJ BLOOMFIELD, NJ PHILLIPSBURG, NJ 


“You know when Chad 
sings, ‘If everyone cared and 
nobody cried/Tf everyone 
loved and nobody lied’? Is it 
even possible?” 


“Tm the concert gorilla. I 
walk around getting people 
amped. I love Nickelback. 


They rock hard. And I've got 


nothing else to do.” 


“My favorite Nickelback 
song is ‘Rockstar’ It’s not 
a song for the common 
mom, but it is a song for the 
common people.” 







































For a rock star, he’s unduly selfish and 
petty. But Nickelback’s two best hits (both 
from 2005's All the Right Reasons) chan- 
nel insecurity into the kind of ballads people 
sing arm-in-arm at high school reunions. 
“Photograph, about clinging toa giddy past 
(“What the hell is on Joey's head?”) to forget 
ascary present, is accompanied bya Flickr- 
like slide show of old Polaroids. On “Rock- 
star, the band mounts stools to strum a 
schlub’s fantasy of the sweet life—“T wanna 
be great like Elvis without the tassels/Hire 
eight bodyguards that love to beat up ass- 
holes*—which also doubles as an affirma- 
tion of the simple life. 

The power ballad “If Everyone Cared,’ a 
nod to the community spirit of ‘90s grunge, 


comes with aslide show parading images of 


South African activist Nelson Mandela and 
envisions a utopian (if crowded) tomorrow 
where “nobody dies.” It’s Nickelback’s most 
cynical and only political song, setting the 
bar for changing the world so beyond reach 
it makes caring seem stupid and narcissism 
seem natural. 

Bands from Pink Floyd to Korn have 
locked down huge audiences by telling fans 
nothing is possible, sexual misery is ever- 
present and yesterday will always be better 
than tomorrow, but few have made it feel so 
reassuring, or even kinda kick-ass. Meet the 
Biggest Band on the Continent, 2007: Nick- 
elback, the nihilist Bon Jovi. Jon Dolan 
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SCREAMFEST 07 
MADISON SQUARE GAR DEN, NEW YORK 
AUGUST 22, 2007 (3eaty'/, 





“WHERE THE LADIES at?” T.I. won- 
ders partway through his headlining set 
at Screamfest ’07. It’s an understandable 
question in a genre that runs on testoster- 
one, but maybe the rapper needs a good 
ophthalmologist. Tonight, ° 

the ladies are everywhere. 

Usually, this tour high- 
lights R&B pinups, cuddly r 
lust objects forthe teen girls 
who bring the shows name 
to life. But this year's fest 
features a couple of temper- 
amental—yet still lovable— 
rappers (T.I. and Yung Joc), a jovial R&B 
cyborg (T-Pain) and for the first time, an 
actual girl (Ciara). The bill keenly reflects 
the state of black music: Southern (the 
only non-Atlantan is T-Pain, who's from 
Florida), hook-centrie (some songs last 
only as long asachorus, or aring tone) and 
female-friendly. 

Hip-hop’s scowl has turned into a 
smiley face lately, its sneers and threats 
replaced by, lighthearted odes to lip 
gloss and shawties. T.I. softens his gang- 
sta bluster with eager-to-please pil- 
low talk, while T-Pain, whose electron- 
ic croon dominates pop radio, sprinkles 
hits like “I’m Sprung” with gallant come- 





Stripping and sex talk are upstaged by a rare lineup of rap royalty 


ay his shirt at some point, and 
- RM opening act Lloyd triggers a 
al tidal wave of shrieks when, | 
while performing a steamy 
v 
Vr | lap dance for a fan, he drops 
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ons about doing the dishes. (The excep- 
tion is Yung Joc, who turns the show into 
a squeamfest by serenading one unlucky 
lady with a song about “chewing on the 
dick like a piece of bubble gum.”) Ciara, in 
menacing six-inch heels, flips the video- 
ho ritual on its head with a bevy of back- | 
up-dancer beefcake and “Can’t Leave "Em 
Alone,’ a teasing duet with surprise guest 
(and rumored boyfriend) 50 Cent. Every 
‘ man except T-Pain strips off 


T.I. 
raps, 
\ strips. 


to his knees and mimes cun- 
nilingus. Get it, shawty! 

Still, the most scream- 
worthy moment of the night—and maybe 
the year—comes at the end, when T.I. is 
joined by four surprise guests: Jay-Z, 
Kanye West, 50 Cent and Diddy. It's like 
a G-8 summit, only with thug-hugs and 
bling. A few years ago, this historic colli- 
sion of egos might have been a recipe for 
trouble. Butthe mood is collegial—almost 
affectionate. T.I., upstaged at his own 
show, smiles as Jay-Z performs “Encore” 
for an ecstatic hometown crowd. Foes-of- 
the-moment 50 and Kanye erfbrace. And | 
Diddy bounds around slapping everyone 
on the ass. Touchy-feely BFFs at a hip- 
hop show? Who knows—maybe its a girl 
thing. Josh Eells 





od 









Three great rappers 
. (from left): 50 Cent, 

. Kanye West, Diddy 
and Jay-Z. 
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QUTLAW 


COUNTRY 





The Coen Brothers’ stark, violent 


masterpiece ( By pavip Fear ) 





nie 
Josh Brolin: “One 
more unsolicited 
hair-care tip and 
someone gets a 
shot.” 
T 


FILMMAKING SIBLINGS JOEL and 
Ethan Coen introduced themselves back 
in 1984 with Blood Simple, a hard-boiled 
thriller about blackmail and murder deep 
in the heart of Texas. From there, the Coens 
traveled all over the genre map: screwball 
comedies (Raising Arizona), metaphysi- 
cal noirs (The Man Who Wasn't There), the 
greatest stoner-bowler story ever told (The 
Big Lebowski). With No Country for Old Men 
(90993), the Coens return to the scene of 
Simple’s crime—a Lone Star state filled with 
gun-toting hombres and mucho corpses. But 
while their first movie was a fun, flashy piece 
of pulp fiction, No Country is a profound 
work of art. 

Adapted from Cormac McCarthy’s nov- 
el, No Country for Old Men starts like a lot 
of tales about good people and bad choic- 
es. A man (Josh Brolin) stumbles across 
dead bodies and a bag of loot. He ends up 
being pursued by a hired killer (Javier Bar- 
dem, who instantly earns himself a spot in 


the Badass Villain Hall of Fame) with a void 
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where his conscience should be. Meanwhile, 
the sheriff (Tommy Lee Jones) tries to figure 
out who’s responsible for the carnage. 

You'd expect the Coen Brothers to use 
McCarthy's book as astarting point for their 
usual deadpan black humor and virtuoso 
camera moves. While there's bravura film- 
making in No Country, the directors are 
more interested in translating the author's 
stark prose to the screen than in showing 
off. And though the violence is presented in 
the amoral, exciting way that’s still in vogue, 
the Coens use it to underline the fact thatthe 
modern frontier (the film is set in 1980) is 
as brutally Darwinian as it was in the past. 
This film marks the Coens’ maturation from 
gifted stylists into real storytellers. They've 
finally made their masterpiece. 

One day, someone will chronicle the 
criminal empire of Harlem’s 1970s hero- 
in trade with as much rigor and substance 
as the Coens do for Reagan-era Texas. Until 
that happens, we've got two films on the 
subject that only skim the surface. The first, 















sure we want to 


al VERY EXCITED 
\) \))__ SOUTHLAND TALES 
- “" Donnie Darko director Richard 
Kelly pokes fun at L.A. and casts SARAH 
MICHELLE GELLAR as a porn star. 


EXCITED-ISH Y 


FRED CLAUS 


Just the idea of VINCE VAUGHN 
playing Santa's angry older brother makes 


us laugh heartily. 


NOT SO MUCH 
AUGUST RUSH 
ROBIN WILLIAMS is a mysterious con man who 
helps a kid musician, Looks like a disaster of 
Patch Adams proportions. 


cy 







AO COUNTRY FOR OLO MEN: RICHARD FOREMAN /MIRAMA® FILMS; SOUTHLAND TALES: 
DALE ROBINETTE: FRED CLAUS: JAAP BUITENDIJK; AUGUST AUSH: ABBOT GENSER. 


OCEAN'S THIATEEN: MELINDA SUE GORDON: AMAZING JOURNEY: MICHAEL ZAGAAIS: THIS IS ENGLAND: IFC FIRST TAKE; MCPHEE: SOL BROWN/GETTY IMAGES. 





THE GUIDE 





American Gangster (90), mythologizes 
the rise of real-life smack kingpin Frank 
Lucas (Denzel Washington), as well as 
offering hip-hop stars like Common, T.I. 
and RZA a chance to pad their acting 
résumés (all fare decently). But given that 
this is a story about race that takes place 
during a turbulent period in American 
history, such an epic docudrama should 
have been more than a series of elaborate 
set pieces. You go in craving a GoodFellas 
in uptown Manhattan. Instead, you get 
something with a grand scope yet almost 
no sense of vision. 

That's still more than you can say for 
Mr. Untouchable (@&), Marc Levin's doc- 
umentary about Nicky Barnes, a flam- 
boyant contemporary of Frank Lucas. 
(Barnes is a bit playerin American Gang- 
ster, played by Cuba Gooding Jr.) Though 
Levin scores arare interview with the for- 
mer criminal bigwig (he entered the Wit- 
ness Protection Program in 1998), the 
filmmaker seems far more concerned 
with making sure the Curtis Mayfield 
songs syne up with the archival footage 
of outrageous fashions. Thanks, but we 
already have Superfly for that. 

Documentaries of the rock variety 
usually adhere to a fairly conservative 
structure (talking-head interviews, old 
concert footage—rinse, repeat), but Kurt 
Cobain About a Son (O63) proves that 
going off the beaten path can yield some- 
thing even more insightful. AJ Schnack's 
film tackles Cobain’s life from an oblique 
angle, playing excerpts from interviews 
Michael Azerrad conducted with the late 
rock star for the 1993 Nirvana book Come 
as You Are over dreamy shots of the Pacif- 
ic Northwest. Sounds pretentious, yet it 
works far better than you would imag- 
ine: Hearing Cobain talk candidly about 
his childhood over poetic images of his 
Podunk hometown of Aberdeen, Wash- 
ington, drives the point home. Although 
you see the songwriter only at the end Gin 
photos), you feel as if you finally have a 
clueastowhatthis talented enigma might 
really have been like. 

If you prefer your tributes to dearly 
departed punk heroes on the convention- 
al side, there's Julien Temple's The Future Is 
Unwritten: Joe Strummer (3, ). Rath- 
er than concentrate solely on Strummer's 
role in the Clash, the director devotes 
equal time to the late guitarist’s life before 
and after “the only band that mattered.’ 
The Future is not nearly as good as The 
Filth and the Fury (2000), Temple's film 
about the Sex Pistols, and the testimoni- 
als from actors Johnny Depp and John 
Cusack in front of campfires are laugh- 
able. Still, even Clash scholars will pick up 
revealing information about both Strum- 
mer the man, and his myth. 
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Missed them in the 
theater? Catch them 
on DVD. 


OCEAN'S 

| THIRTEEN 

| George Clooney and 
nals resurrect Rat Pack 
cool one last time. 


THIS IS ENGLAND 
A gripping portrait of 
the artist as a young 
| skinhead. 


LAST GOOD 
MOVIE YOU SAW? 


KATHARINE 


| MCPHEE 


“| NOW PRONOUNCE 
YOU CHUCK AND LARRY 
is your standard Adam 
Sandler comedy, with 
fart jokes and guy stuff, 


but it ends with a sweet, 


important message 
about tolerance.” 








MUSIC DVDS 


DRAMAKINGS 


Sex! F ights! Huge egos! A raring MEM documentary. 
By RYAN DOMBAL 


AMAZING Aa JHE STORY GE THE WHO 


(UN IVERSAL) 


S809"! 


“T don’t think Iwas a bully... I just loved'to fight,” says Whasing- 
er Roger Daltry, looking back on his band’s tumultuous. history 
in thisnew documentary. The Brits’ combustible chemistry often 
worked in their favor, assthey put their own explosive stamp.on 
the 60s Motown sound. Nearly as exciting was the backstage dra- 
ma, which inéludedJoads of Swedish models and egos biggerthan 
Kanye Wests, Amazing Journey.(whichiairs on VAN overber3, 

prior to its DVD reléas e) looks‘at the group's highs (the rock opera 

Tommy, pioneering theart of smashing guitars) and lows (drum- 
mer Keith Moons fatal OD) with-an peu Ny aaa eyefitting for ay, 
band thatnever rele any Lone 


Keith Moon: “Can! 
get more floor.tom 
in the monitor?” 


PEARL JAM 
IMMAGINE IN CORNICE 
(PICTURE IN A FRAME) 


(RHINO) 

mo 

While this chroni- 

cle of a five-date PJ 
tour of Italy from last 
year features too many 
subpar recent tunes, 
they're balanced out by 
the film's offstage mo- 
ments—including an 
intimate rooftop acous- 
tie duet between Ed- 


die Vedder and guitarist 


Mike McCready. 


THE BEST OF THE REST 


U2 
POPMART LIVE FROM 
MEXICO CITY 


(ISLAND/INTERSCOPE/UME) 
OOO!) 

L2's PopMart Tour was 
derided by some as an 
over-the-top failure 
back in 1997. The Vil- 
lage People costumes 
were a bit much, but 
there's no denying the 


power of the band’s per- 


formances of classics 
like “Where the Streets 
Have No Name” on this 
live DVD. 





WILD STYLE (THE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY EDITION) 


(AHING) 

Cee |e 

This 1982 hip-hop tale 
isn't exactly Oscar- 
worthy: The acting 

is laughable, the plot 
threadbare, But as an 
artifact of New Yorks 
nascent B-boy under- 
sround scene, it's es- 
sential. [f nothing else, 
watch it for pertor- 
manees from rap orizi- 
nators like Grandmas- 
ter Flash. 
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P ayear and 
“ more! 
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Earn your Associate’s 
Degree AT HOME in as 
little as 16 months! 
Your degree can pave 
the way for a great 
career in hotels, pubs, 
spas, country clubs, 
cruise ships, casinos, 
resorts and much more! 


. McKinley College® 
}, 2001 Lowe Street, Dept. BLDAA7 
* Fort Collins, Colorado 80525 
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Dermasone s patented Ovasome® 

™ Technology provides .. 

relief from Psoriasis, 
= Seborheic Dermatitis — 
and severe dry skin 
without leavingred 
- blotchy patches. See_ 
more before & after 
| photos at our website. 





Try it RISK FREE 
guaranteed 
for 60 Days! 
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Try Vonage for 1 Month FREE! 


see details below 


Get UNLIMITED Local and Long Distance Sa 
Calling for $2499 per montht. ve 
09300 


a year on your 
phone bill*! 


FREE Calls to Europe’! Qa ae 
-Italy, France, Spain, UK & Ireland =* — 
see details below for calling conditions a 


Voicemail, Caller ID, Call Waiting all 
included — 25 premium features in all! 
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Get Clear Digital Sound Quality Using Your High-Speed 
Internet Connection. 
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$14,995 is the Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Pricefora 2008 Vividlack VASCD Night Rod® model. Options are aval able 
_ vary. We care about you. Ride safely, respectfully and within ot bea Aneyo wea Segoe vel 
of alcohol or drugs. Know your Harley®moworeycie andy 








A new y high-revving 125-hp Revolution: 2 engine gets a 
2. The Night Rod’ Obey all traffic ordinances. 











EXPECT MORE. PAY LESS: 
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Introducing Bowie 

by Keanan Duffty 

Inspired by David Bowie, a new 
limited-time clothing collection. 
Available at most stores and 

at Target.com/keananduffty 





Get the 
Target Limited Edition CD 
$4.99 


—  — 


woven shirt with tie 28.99/30.99 
trench coat 59,99/61.99 
slim pants 29.99 
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